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THE POLYMER CORPORATION PLANT, SARNIA, ONTARIO. A group of Horton spheres (storage tanks for butadiene and styrene, the chief 
ingredients of buna-S rubber). The spheres, 13 in all, range from 38 to 51 feet in diameter, and are made of steel shapes welded together. This great 
plant is typical of the immense strides in industrial development made by Canada. 
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FOREWORDS 


By the Rt. Hon. Richard Stokes, M.C., M.P., Minister of Works 


HE need to close the dollar gap, which becomes additionally 

vital as Marshall Aid draws to an end, places a responsibility 

on all producers of exportable goods to exercise their ingenuity 
in adapting their products to the needs of other nations. 

Nowhere offers greater 
chances than the North 
American continent, and 
it is in the belief that 
special opportunity exists 
at present in Canada, 
where a great construc- 
tional programme is in 
hand, that The Builder 
newspaper has sent its 
Editor (Mr. Ian M. 
Leslie) and Executive 
Director (Mr. John B. 
Perks) on a tour of the 
Dominion from coast to 
coast. 

The findings of this 
small mission are of 
considerable interest. 
Briefly summarised, they 
are that the sustained 
level of construction in Canada is such as to offer much 
encouragement to our U.K. manufacturers of materials and plant 
to develop their natural abilities as exporters on a long-term 
basis, and so to secure for Great Britain and themselves a 
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much larger share of the building commodities which Canada 
at present imports. 

The Canadian market has its own pitfalls for the unwary— 
among them the intense competition, backed by post-sales service, 
from the United States; the distribution problems presented by 
its vast size; and technical difficulties posed by the extremes of 
climate. On the other hand, Great Britain’s reputation for 
quality stands as high as ever, devaluation is in the exporters’ 
favour, and the sea-haul can actually be advantageous so far as 
Maritimes and the West are concerned. 

Every manufacturer of plant and materials can with advantage 
study closely the articles which are given in this issue of The 
Builder. There is no need to minimise th> problems of marketing, 
but the suggestion may be thrown out that these problems can be 
reduced in scale and economies effected by groups of firms joining 
forces in a co-operative sales drive. The time to do this is now; 
in a few more years other nations may have entrenched themselves 
beyond possibility of displacement. 

Canada is a great and thriving country where only the best is 
acceptable. Her good will towards those in the Mother Coun‘ry 
who know and accept this is profound, and her welcome to those 
who export high-class materials on competitive terms will be no 


less sincere. 


By the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, M.P., Minister of Trade and Commerce, the Government of Canada 


WARMLY welceme this opportunity of addressing British 
manufacturers and the Canadian building industry through 
this special issue of The Builder. 

A number of British trade missions have visited this country 
in recent years, and reports on their observations have provided 
a better understanding of styling, service and delivery require- 
ments in this country. Comparisons have frequently been made be- 
tween the British capacity for design and invention and the North 
American capacity for production and sales promotion. It may 
well be that the combination of these four features has contributed 
to the steady rise in British exports to Canada. We know of the 
success of certain manufacturers serving the building trades in 
Canada who have been familiarised with this market either through 
the medium of the Canadian International Trade Fair or through 
first-hand investigations. Trade papers and technical journals 
such as The Builder make an important contribution by 
adding to the flow of information and ideas. 

Much has been said and written on the critical trade situation 
in which the world finds itself to-day. As an exporting nation, 
Canada has always been sensitive to the changes in the inter- 
national scene, and our people are aware of the handicaps imposed 
on our traditional customers as a result of the general dollar 
shortage. In the absence of a world-wide system of freely 
convertible currencies, surpluses of exports by one country can 
cause serious dislocations in world trade. The trade deficits 
of various countries have been financed to a large extent by loans 
from the United States and Canada, but this obviously is no 
permanent solution. Other measures are needed if the trading 
relations between dollar and sterling countries are to be strength- 
ened and stabilised. 

In this respect, the most important measure undertaken by 
the Canadian Government has been the encouragement of imports 
into Canada for the purpose of bringing trade between Canada 
aud non-dollar countries into closer balance. The higher the level of 


exports by these countries, the better the prospects for healthy trade 
relations after the conclusion of the E.C.A. programme in 1952, 
We wish to see trade between the United Kingdom and Canada 
balanced at a_ high 
rather than a low level. 
Governments, indus- 
trialists and __business- 
men on both sides of 
the Atlantic have been 
engaged in a joint 
campaign to increase 
the dollar purchasing 
power of the United 
Kingdom and other 
sterling area countries. 
Emergency ex change 
control legislation adop- 
ted in November of 
1947 has led to the 
diversion of a portion 
of Canadian purchases 
from United States 
manufacturers to 
British manufacturers. 
Last year, a group of Canadian businessmen established the 
Dollar Sterling Trade Board, the counterpart of your Dollar 
Exports Board, for the sole purpose of giving assistance to 
British exporters seeking outlets here. Meanwhile, Government 
and private purchases of raw materials from sterling countries 
have been rising. 

Canadian imports from the sterling area have increased from 
346 million dollars in 1947 to 495 million dollars in 1949. Imports 
in the first five months of this year are running higher than last 
year and the trade balance between the two areas is much im- 
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proved. Canada now has a favourable balance of only $35.3 
million compared with $140 million for the same period last year. 
It is worth noting that 14 million people in Canada bought more 
goods from the United Kingdom last year than 150 million people 
in the United States. 

The expansion of Canadian imports will continue, if we all 
make a determined effort in this direction. The Canadian 
economy in 1950 is growing, with production, income and employ- 
ment at exceptionally high levels. Our investment programme 
has been booming, and estimates this year indicated investment 
expenditure of some 3.6 billion dollars, an estimate borne out 
by the figures for the first quarter of 1950. The opening-up and 
development of recently-discovered resources in different parts 
of this country augur well for a long-term expanding Canadian 


TRADING WITH CANADA 


HAT an independent newspaper, one moreover which covers 
the British building trade, should conduct a survey of the 
great Canadian construction industry is a step which needs some 
explanation. The answer is found primarily in the fact that, 
in a fight for economic survival such as Great Britain is now 
engaged in—where we must increase our exports if we are to 
maintain, let alone increase, our imports of raw materials and 
essential foodstuffs—it is plainly the duty of every industry 
which manufactures exportable goods to take part in that fight 
to the fullest extent of its capacity and strength. The Builder 
Survey, the findings of which are printed in this issue, has been 
made in the belief that the problem of dollar shortage is one 
common to both the United Kingdom and Canada, and that any 
steps which can lead to a greater exchange of essential materials 
is in the interest of both countries. 

Canada’s export trade is faced with the menace of serious 
restriction due principally to other countries’ lack of dollars 
to purchase her goods. This was recently stated before a 
Canadian constructors’ conference by Mr. James Duncan, 
himself a Canadian and chairman of the Dollar-Sterling Trade 
Board. Particularly true is this of Great Britain, in pre-war 
days Canada’s gieatest customer. Grain and timber are pro- 
ducts we particularly need, yet it must be clear that in the economic 
state in which we, and Europe generally, find ourselves it is 
only by increasing our volume of exports to Canada that we 
can afford to pay for those vital imports from that great country, 
even at the present level, and so maintain our standard of living. 

Our Survey, then, was conducted in the hope that Canada’s 
construction industry—which last year carried out an all-time 
high of $2,676 M., and in 1950 will execute a programme 
estimated at $3,027 M.—could offer further opportunities to 
United Kingdom manufacturers of building materials and 
plant for export. It must be stated unequivocably that the aim 
of an increased export drive is not to displace the Canadian 
home market ; such a policy, even were it possible, could 
result only in producing unemployment in Canada, and eventu- 
ally in the raising of tariff barriers. But when it is considered 
that of Canada’s imports during the period January-November, 
1949, totalling $73 M., under $8 M. came from the United 
Kingdom, $60 M. from the United States, and $5 M. from 
elsewhere, * it should clearly be possible for the United Kingdom 
to cut into the import figures of other countries. 

What has so far prevented U.K. manufacturers of building 
materials from winning a greater share of these imports, par- 
ticularly remembering that there exists in Canada great sympathy 
and good will towards what is everywhere referred to as “ the 
Old Country’? It was towards this question that our Survey 
was principally directed. It is clear that the answer is that the 
Canadian construction industry, well organised and with Ameri- 
can precept and pattern so close to hand, is highly efficient, 
and that such efficiency cannot be maintained unless materials 
patterned to suit Canadian tastes and needs are readily available 





* Board of Trade figures. 
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economy. Thus as Canada develops, her importance as a buyer 
in foreign markets and as a source of supply will increase. 

The measure of success achieved by exhibitors at the recent 
Third Canadian International Trade Fair, and especially those 
from the United Kingdom who entered composite displays, 
would suggest participation next year by more firms interested 
in capturing a larger proportion of the Canadian market. The 
occasion will also afford an opportunity of introducing their 
products to prospective buyers from other lands. The exploita- 
tion of the Canadian market is a challenging opportunity for 
British manufacturers. 
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and post-sales servicing (particularly of plant and equipment) 
can be assured. It is in these directions that British manufac- 
turers find a real difficulty which must be overcome if increased 
business is to be done. Few complaints were heard as to quality 
and price (devaluation has helped in the latter factor). In the 
face of often slower deliveries and styles that differ from the 
U.S. patterns which set Canadian standards, it is not surprising 
that high-pressure salesmanship from America, with her 
territorial advantage, produces its results. 

It is our view that, despite the many difficulties, U.K. manu- 
facturers can dip, and dip deeply, into the Canadian imports 
pool. Some of the steps to achieve this are suggested in the 
special articles which follow ; the important needs which may 
be isolated are : 

(a) A careful spot study by manufacturers (and especially by 
their technicians), conducted on the principle of finding out what 
are Canadian needs and how necessary adaptations of British 
styles may be made. This, while particularly true of structural 
steel and sanitary and heating plant and equipment, is general. 

(b) Realisation that a sales organisation not backed by 
adequate deliveries and service is dead before it begins. The 
success of the British motor trade in Canada is largely due to 
appreciation of this fact. 

(c) Acceptance of the problems presented by Canada’s 
extremes of climate and territorial size, which present special 
technical and distribution problems. 

(d) Investigation of the opportunities offered by group mar- 
keting designed to spread interest and share cost. Much can 
be done, it is thought, in this direction, and the successful ven- 
ture of the scientific instrument makers in Toronto is a pointer. 
A further promising line of approach may be a samples building on 
Building Centre lines, with sales and servicing organisation added. 

(e) Investigation into the use of the Great Lakes waterway 
for direct shipment from U.K. to Toronto and) Port Arthur. 

Probably the greatest single factor is the will to succeed in 
the Canadian market, and realisation that this market is likely 
to be a long-term one. Much help is available to manufacturers 
here, in the form of the export branches of the| Board of Trade 
and the Ministry of Works, the Dollar Export Board. the Export 
Credits Guarantee Department, and the Federation of British 
Industries, while in Canada assistance is readily forthcoming 
from the excellent Trade Commissioners and from the con- 
struction industry itself. The Canadian Government also 
maintains a special division of the Department of Trade and 
Commerce to foster imports. Jn the long run, however, it is 
the determination of the individual to make a success of his venture 
in the national interest and to his own advantage that will produce 
the results. The effort must be made now ; in a year or two’s time 
other interests may be too firmly entrenched to be dislodged. 
Should the information and data which this Survey has provided 
help manufacturers. and by so doing aid in the interchange 
of Canadian and United Kingdom goods, The Builder will feel 
that its work has been well worth while. 

Our grateful thanks are due to those who, on both sides of 
the Atlantic, have helped in innumerable ways towards this end. 
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SURVEY OF CANADA 


PRIVATE AND PUBLIC INVESTMENT IN CANADA, 1950 
A Record Programme Envisaged 


WHITE PAPER* prepared by the Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Ottawa, estimates the total capital expenditure programme for 1950 at $3,596 M 
(about £1,168 M), which is nearly 5 percent. above the record $3,427 M (£1,112 M) 
achieved in 1949. New construction forms a large part ($2,319 M) of this total, 
being an estimated 12 per cent. above the previous high of $2,073 M, while machin- 
ery and equipment, having a much higher import content, is estimated at $1,277 M, 
about 5 per cent. below the peak of $1,349 M reached also in 1949. 

The total figure of $3,596 M for 1950 as estimated is a record. If, however, 
one takes in estimated expenditure on repair and maintenance, the total then 
becomes $5,094 M, or in terms of sterling £1,654 M. Of this figure of $5,094 M, 
$3,027 M represents new construction and repairs and maintenance expenditure 
and is over 9 per cent. up on the 1949 total of $2,767 M. 

On the basis of expectations at the time the report was prepared, the overall 
programme represented about 22 per cent. of the total national expenditure on 
goods and services in 1950, and it is expected that this high level of capital outlay 
in the current year will be a strong supporting influence in Canadian economy 
at a time when some other demand elements are slackening somewhat. 

The increasing proportion of construction in total investment in 1950 must be 
considered in relation to the fact that the domestic content of the construction dollar 
is considerably higher than that of a dollar spent on machinery and equipment. 
Moreover, there is a current trend towards the production of a wide variety of 
producers’ machinery and equipment in Canada. 





* Private and Public Investment in Canada: Outlook in 1950. Prepared by the Department of Trade and 
Commerce, Ottawa. 
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CANADIAN EXPENDITURE ON CONSTRUCTION AND MACHINERY 
POSTWAR 
Machinery and 


Year Construction Equipment Total 
($ Millions) ($ Millions) ($ Millions) 
1945.. oe eid a - es 706 442 1,148 
1946... ee a os ie ae 1,014 606 1,620 
1947.. je ie es Ss Ph 1,420 1,036 2.456 
1948... ae as es cg es 1,873 1,278 3,151 
is ca ee 1,349 3,427 
1950. . oa ai ay ae a 2,319 1,277 3,596 


This considerable expenditure, taking into account the consistent overall upward trend 
in the years since 1945, is evidence of the stability of the construction field and points to 
the value to the British manufacturer and exporter of regarding Canadian markets as a long- 
term as well as a short-term proposition. 

Included in the gross figure of $5,094 M are the following :— 

Business (including Government-owned Corporations) M. Dollars 


Primary industries (agriculture, fishing, forestry, mining, 








quarrying and oil wells) Sa i 761 
Manufacturing oo = ee ay 8 a a 807 
Utilities Ae ae ar ae ay At 1,163 
Trade, finance and commercial services Me x = 385 3,116 
Other Investment 
Institutional services (including churches, hospitals, schools 
and universities) ae ahs ts i ne 263 
Housing = me ree ae os co ae a 972 
Direct Government. . ay ie ata ae ae ue 743 
1,978 
5,094 


Public investment in 1950 is expected to be about $175 M, or 19 percent. higher 
than in 1949. This growth is a direct reflection of the heavy demand for services 
such as those supplied by public utilities and educational and hospital facilities. 
The important role of the provincial governments and municipalities in the public 
investment field is obviously a factor which must be taken into account in consider- 
ing the possibilities of using public investment as a stimulant to the economy when 
activity in the private sector is declining. 

In 1950 such governments are expected to account for 62 per cent. of investment 
in the public sector and for 19 per cent. of the total capital programme. Although 
anticipated public investment in 1950 constitutes 31 per cent. of total capital outlays, 
this does not represent an abnormally high level compared with the latter part of 
the 1930s. Total private investment for the years 1948, 1949 and 1950 has not 
changed substantially. 


SUMMARY OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY PROVINCES IN $M 





1948 1949 1950 

Newfoundland ne we Jes = — 59 61 
Prince Edward I. .. ed = 2 17 22 24 
Nova Scotia ie ay oe re 164 183 189 
New Brunswick oe os oe i 127 143 137 
Quebec My as ~e me se WES 1,140 1,130 
Ontario a ee ar oe <a> Eghia 1,835 1,966 
Manitoba Se a “a ae 281 294 312 
Saskatchewan =a a Phe a 241 266 283 
Alberta ea aN A a ~ 387 456 494 
British Columbia .. 3 oe oe 499 514 498 
C\NADA a ss .. 4,588 4.912 5,094 


PROSPECTS 


Prospects for the realisation of the forecast may be summed up in the following 
extract from the report : *“* The total construction programme for 1950, including 
both new and repair, is estimated to be about 9 per cent. above last year both in 
dollar value and in physical volume. However, more than half of this increase is 
accounted for by utilities and governments who are engaged principally in engineer- 
ing construction such as railway and transmission lines, the western oil pipes, 
highways, sidewalks, sewers, bridges and other projects of this type. Consequently 
the increased demand for materials of the kind used in the construction of buildings 
is not likely to be as great as indicated by an overall 9 per cent. increase in the 
construction programme. Nevertheless a heavy demand for most construction 
materials should continue, and it seems probable that some difficulty will be en- 
countered in obtaining materials, such as cement, which are common hoth to engineering 
and building construction.” 
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VANCOUVER: A view looking towards the 
harbour, showing the Marine Building (McCarter 
and Nairne, Architects). 


GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


(CONSTRUCTION in Canada in 1950 is 
expected to maintain its upward trend. 
The groups showing the largest gains over 
1949 are in those fields of activity that are 
largely dependent upon domestic demand. 
The Alberta pipeline and continued power 
development account for most of the increas 
(from $1,090 m. to $1,163 m.) in the utilities 
group. Rising expenditures are also ex- 
pected for such institutional services such 
as schools and hospitals as'well as for ser- 
vices of a commercial nature such as hotels. 
In his presidential address, to the Canadian 
Construction Association in January, Mr. 
ALLAN C. Ross estimated that the final 
figures of value of work actually put in place 
in 1949 by the construction industry would 
be well over $2,000 m. He added: “ The 39 
per cent. increase in contract awards for 
industrial awards in 1949 is especially inter- 
esting, for it reverses the trend of the previous 
two years and suggests that stabilised costs 
may have renewed interest in factory expan- 
sion and modernisation. 

“This factor, together with the prospects 
of a continuing high volume of residential 
construction and increased hospital, pipeline 
and public works programmes, indicates that 
the volume of work in the present year will 
approximate to that carried out in 1949.” 

He continued: “ The chief factor in bring- 
ing about the levelling off of construction 
costs in 1949 has been the great improvement 
in the materials picture. The tremendous 
efforts of manufacturers to expand their 
production resulted in the elimination of 
most scarcities. Prices stabilised, and costly 
job-site delays due to lack of materials sub- 
stantially disappeared. Firm prices returned 
and the industry was enabled to return to 
more normal conditions, with a correspond- 
ing increase in efficiency. . . . The prospects 
for volume of work and continued employ- 
ment in the construction industry for the 
year 1950 are good. There is still some 
expansion needed in parts of our industrial 
field, and the demand for housing is still 
quite a way from being satisfied. Commer- 
cial work will probably slow up quite a lot. 
but I believe the various Departments of 
Goverpments are ready to put some essen- 
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tial work under way. . . . Our public bodies 
cannot longer delay some of their planned 
projects, and I believe that, if let in an orderly 
fashion, they can be proceeded with without 
any disturbance to either the material or 
manpower background.” 

Construction Prospects by Provinces 

Estimates of capital expenditure by pro- 
vinces show an overall increase over 1949 
of 5 per cent. Figures are:— 

Percentage change 1949 to 1950. 


Province Plus Minus Province 
Newfoundland 6 6 New Brunswick 
Prince Edward I. 13 1 Quebec 


Nova Scotia > 4 British Columbia 
Ontario 10 
Manitoba 9 
Saskatchewan 9 
Alberta 9 


British Columbia has a forward-looking 
policy of power development, at Bridge 
River and elsewhere; the Aluminium Com- 
pany of Canada are reported to be in pro- 
cess of planning a plant in Northern British 
Columbia, which will involve a city of 50,000 
people and a cost of $500 m., while projects 
for piping natural gas from Alberta and for 
establishing oilfields in the province are 
also under consideration. A seven-year 
road building programme, estimated to cost 
$92 m., was adopted last year. 


Alberta, richest in natural resources of all 
the provinces (natural gas, coal, lumber, agri- 
culture, cattle and now oil in abundance) 
is one of the fastest developing areas. Edmon- 
ton is the most rapidly increasing city in 
Canada; a population of 90,000 in 1945 has 
now grown to nearly 140,000. The districts 
centred on Calgary and Lethbridge are also 
expanding quickly. This province, with its 
great natural resources and its long rail haul 
from the manufacturing districts in the east, 
offers particular opportunities to British 
manufacturers who can land goods in Van- 
couver, using the Panama Canal, and gain 
the advantage of a comparatively short rail 
haul through the Rockies. There is con- 
siderable building activity, particularly in 
Edmonton, where one contracting firm alone 
is said to have current contracts exceeding 
$14 m. A new project, the “Edmonton 
Square Mile,” is under way to give the city 
a civic centre, central shopping facilities, a 
theatre, cinemas, etc. Like much of the 
new development in this area, the scheme is 
American backed. Estimated to cost $15 m., 
the architects for this project are Messrs. 
Lorimer and Rose, of New York. 

Alberta’s natural gas supply, which is to 
be piped through to other provinces and 
possibly also to America, offers opportuni- 
ties to manufacturers of central heating and 
hot water plant to adapt their equipment for 
its use. The Calgary-Edmonton area may 
also provide an opportunity (one of the few 
in Canada, where distribution problems are 
difficult) to establish a plant for prefabricated 
houses. In this the problems of jointing are 
paramount. There is a promising market 
(in which British manufacturers are taking 
a prominent part) in prefabricated steel 
buildings for agricultural uses. 


Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Like the 
other westerly provinces, these Prairie pro- 
vinces have a low population figure (3.77 and 
3.32 persons per sq. mile respectively in 
1941). They suffer from transport difficul- 
ties. Winnipeg, the chief city, is, for example, 
2,000 miles from Halifax and 1,500 miles 
from Vancouver. Both these great provinces 
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are rapidly moving forward as continued 
prosperity accrues to the farmers, and the 
desire to achieve a higher standard of com- 
fort (waterborne sewage, higher housing 
standards, labour-saving equipment) is there. 
Development is particularly promising in the 
Winnipeg area, where considerable projects 
are planned. One solution is to reduce trans- 
portation costs, and there is little doubt that 
there could be big opportunities for British 
manufacturers if a shipping line could be 
established to use the Great Lakes route 
as far as Port Arthur, whence the rail haul 
would be heavily cut. A British line is 
already operating through the Hudson Bay 
route to Port Churchill, enabling access from 
the north of the provinces. This operates, 
because of ice, for only a short period each 
year. 

Ontario and Quebec are the largest manu- 
facturing provinces, production for the most 
part being centred on the cities (Montreal, 
Toronto, Hamilton, London, Windsor and 
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Sarnia) along the north banks of the Great 
Lakes. It is in these areas that the U.S.A. 
competition is the keenest, but the oppor- 
tunities for Britain are also great in view 
of the very considerable amount of con- 
struction that is going on. 

The Maritimes generally expect a forward 
constructional programme. 

In Halifax, Nova Scotia, for instance, 
building work to the value of over $42 m. 
is going on or in immediate prospect, includ- 
ing a vocational training school ($1,500,000), 
St. Mary’s College ($2 m.), extensions to Dal- 


housie University ($1,500,000), Stadacona 
Barracks ($1,800,000), three piers (total 
value $3,950,000), nurses’ home, Victoria 


General Hospital ($2 m.), radio receiving sta- 
tion, Hammonds Plains ($1 m.), and a large 
school and technical college building pro- 
gramme. A bridge to connect Cape Breton 
with Nova Scotia (Straits of Canso bridge) 
is also proposed and will shortly go to 
tender. 








HOUSING IN CANADA 


The Place of the Large-scale Project 


OUSING in Canada is conducted under 

the provisions of the National Housing 
Act of 1944—‘‘an Act to promote construc- 
tion of new houses, the repair and modernisa- 
tion of existing houses, the improvement of 
housing and living conditions. and the ex- 
pansion of employment in the post-war 
period.” This Act is administered by a 
Crown company (roughly corresponding to a 
public utility corporation in the United 
Kingdom), with a head office in Ottawa, 
regional offices in Vancouver, Winnipeg, 
Toronto, Montreal and Halifax. and 22 
branch offices throughout the country, and 
named the Central Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation. 

The purpose and function of this Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation are, 
briefly : 

To administer 

Act. 1944; 

To construct. own and manage rental 
housing units: 


the National Housing 


THOUSANDS. 
OF UNITS 


1948 AND 1949 
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CHART of houses put in hand and completed 


in 1948 and 1949 (C.M.H.C. Economic Research 
Department). 


To conduct housing research and to co- 
ordinate community planning in Canada. 
The National Housing Act, 1944 
Tuis Act is divided into five main parts : 

(1) Housing for home owners; (2) housing for 
rental purposes; (3) rural housing; (4) home 
improvement loans and home extension 
loans; and (5) housing research and com- 
munity planning. 

It is to be noted that although the Act 
gives power, under Section 9, to make loans 
at a reduced rate of interest to limited- 
dividend housing companies to construct 
low-rental housing projects or undertake con- 
version of existing buildings, where evidence 
satisfactory to the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation (C.M.H.C.) has been 
furnished of the need for the project by 
reason of shortage, overcrowding, conges- 
tion or sub-standard character of the existing 
housing in any municipality or metropolitan 
area, in fact little has been done in this direc- 
tion, except in so far as the provision of 
housing for the Army, for special projects 
(e.g., research) and for Veterans (i.e., ex- 
Servicemen) is concerned, as it would appear 
to be the policy of the Corporation (and 
therefore of the Government) to regard as 
their first care the erection of homes for 
those who are able to undertake (with the 
assistance of loans) their own housing. 

Housing under the Veterans’ Rental 
Housing programme, which in 1949 
accounted for an expenditure of $44,000,000, 
will shortly be wound up, and direct low- 
cost housing construction for rent and sale 
will henceforth be conducted as joint Federal- 
Provincial projects as provided for under the 
new Section 35 of the National Housing Act, 
1944. This section provides for agreements 
made between the Federal Government and 
the Government of any province, whereby 
the provincial government or any agency 
thereof may undertake direct low-cost 
housing for sale or rent, the capital cost of 
the project and the profits and losses thereon 
being shared 75 per cent. by C.M.H.C. and 
the provincial government. Control of land, 
types of house, rates of interest and amortisa- 
tion, and conditions of sale or lease is largely 
vested in C.M.H.C. 


Housing and Population 


THE HOUSING NEEDS and programme aré 
closely allied to population trends—i.e.. 
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births, deaths, immigration and emigration, 
as well as the marriage rate. During 1949, 
for the first time since the end of the war, 
the rate of new families formed in Canada 
showed a notable decline. A small decline 
in the natural increase (marriages were down 
2,760) was supplemented by a decrease in 
the number of immigrant married females. 
The full effect of this decrease in immigra- 
tion was partially offset by a decrease in 
emigration. 

With housing completions reaching peak 
levels in 1949, new families formed were 
exceeded notably, for the first time since 
the end of the war, by the large number of 
new houses built.* The backlog of housing 
was thus reduced. 


House completions in 1949 numbered 
about 91.000, and set a new annual peak; for 
the first time they exceeded (by at least 
11,000) the net family formation. Of equal 
importance was the fact that starts levelled 
off in 1949 to about 93,000, as against 95,000 
in 1948. Metropolitan areas and urban 
centres of 5,000 population and over did not 
share the small decline in starts indicated 
for the country as a whole. In fact, new 
starts in these centres increased slightly, from 
57,700 in 1948 to 58,100 in 1949. Of the 
91,000 houses completed 88,000 were new 
permanent dwellings, the remainder being 
conversions. In 1949 new residential 
construction, including major improvements 
and alterations, accounted for 35 per cent. of 
total new construction work put in hand. The 
graphs on p. 6 (prepared by the Economic 
Research Department, C.M.H.C.) chart the 
Starts and completions monthly in 1948 and 
1949, and also provide an indication of the 
Incidence of the house-building season. 





*(Housing in Canada: A Factual Summary. 
Published by the Central Morigage and Housing 
Corporation, Temporary Buildings, Ottawa, Ont. 
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HOUSE DESIGN. This is one of a number 
of house designs available through the Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation at a small 
fee to persons who wish to erect their own 
houses. The area of this example is 897.5 
sq. ft. (cubic content 18,209 cu. ft.). The 
architect is H. C. Beckett. 


Mortgage Lending 


ALL MONEY advanced for home-building in 


Canada is made through an_ institution 
(mostly life insurance companies) on the 
C.M.H.C. list. In exceptional circumstances 


the Corporation may make loans direct. 
There are two types of loan available to 
prospective home owners under the National 
Housing Act—the basic loan and the higher 
loan. 

[he basic loan enables the borrowing by 
the prospective owner of up to 80 per cent. 
of the appraised value of the proposed house 
and site. The higher loan enables the 
horrower to obtain the basic loan plus an 
additional amount not in excess of one-sixth 
of the basic if the sale or contract price is 
considered fair and reasonable by C.M.H.C., 
and this additional loan is made only when 
the house is completed satisfactorily and the 
title is in the name of the purchaser. The 
home owner is required to have an invest- 
ment in his house over and above the mort- 
gage of not less than 10 per cent. of the cost. 
The maximum basic loan obtainable is 
$8,500, and the maximum obtainable as a 
higher loan is $9,916. The rate of interest is 
4} per cent., and loans may be repaid in 20, 
25 or 30 years. 

It is of interest to note that the C.M.H.C. 
considers that a purchaser cannot normally 
afford to spend more than 23 per cent. of his 
gross income on the repayment of loan 


Architects and House Design 


SMALL HOUSING is a field in which the 
Canadian architect has so far not greatly 
concerned himself. The C.M.H.C. has 
recently persuaded the Royal Architectural 
Institute of Canada to allow some of its 
members to contribute to a series of plans, 
designs and specifications for small low- 
cost homes. These are issued in first place 
as booklets, and a purchaser, having selected 
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a design, may obtain working drawings and 
specifications from the C.M-H.C. for $10, 
from which a royalty is paid to the architect. 
One such, in 1949, drew $20,000 from his 
designs. Direct engagement of architects is 
also encouraged. 

It will be seen that the Corporation uses 
its Government-granted powers to improve 
the standard both of appearance and of con- 
struction. In addition, through the “ higher 
loan” device, it maintains a large measure of 
control over price, for if the fimal cost of a 
house is beyond what is estimated to be 
the fair price, the higher loan will not be 
granted, and the extra must be met by the 
purchaser, who is not likely to be 
enthusiastic. Lending operations under the 
National Housing Act for 1949 were at record 
levels, the total number of housing units for 
which gross loans were approved, at 28,000, 
being 38 per ceni. higher than in 1948, the 
loan values being $160,000,000 and 
$109,000,000, respectively. Activity under 
the. rental provisions of the Act showed the 
most notable rise during 1949. Approvals 
for home ownership also increased. Rental 
housing units for which gross loans were 
approved numbered 9,000 during 1949, more 
than twice the number of the preceding 
year. 

One-siorey single-family houses accounted 
for 33 per cent. of the units approved for 
gross loans during 1949. Apartments, which 
represented only 11 per cent. of the units 
approved in 1948, accounted for 27 per cent. 
of the 1949 approvals. 


Building Costs 


BUILDERS estimated construction costs per 
sq. ft. of single-storey houses as increasing 
by 6 per cent., from $7.62 in 1948 to $8.05 
last year. The corresponding increase in 
apartments was 5 per cent. It is thought, 
however, that the upward trend in house- 
building costs is levelling off. The combined 
index, average 207 in 1949 (1939=100), 
reflects changes in material prices and wage 
rates only, and does not measure changes in 
man-hour productivity in house-building or 
the cost of overhead and profit. It appears, 
however, that with the continued expansion 
in the volume of house-building activity in 
1949, and an increase in the average time 
required to complete a house from six and a 
half months in 1948 to seven months in 1949, 
little opportunity was afforded for improve- 
ments in output per man-hour during the 
year. 

The index of wholesale prices of house- 
building materials (1939= 100) increased only 
5 per cent. from a monthly average of 213 
in 1948 to 223 in 1949. From December 
to December, 1948-49, the index dropped 
1 per cent. Lumber (timber), the index for 
which stood at 303 at the end of 1949, 
showed the greatest increase. Prices for all 
other groups of materials were less than 
double the 1939 level, e.g., roofing materials 
(187), paint and glass (180), plumbing and 
heating equipment (174), electrical equip- 
ment and fixtures (171), brick, tile and stone 
(162), cement, gravel and sand (137), lath, 
plaster and insulation materials (119), and 
other materials (166). 


Building Labour 


THE COMPOSITE INDEX of wage rates in the 
construction trades (including holiday pay 
allowances) increased 6 per cent. from an 
average of 174 in 1948 to 185 in 1949. Wage 
rates were about 85 per cent. higher than 
in 1939. | Unskilled workers showed the 
largest gain of about 100 per cent., followed 
by carpenters, plasterers and plumbers (80 
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per cent.) and painters and electricians (78 
per cent.). The index of rents and cost ot 

living increased by 3 per cent. in 1949. 
The annual average numbers employed 
and unemployed in the construction industry 
in Canada for the years 1945-49 are: 
Employed. Unemployed. 





1945 184,000 13,000 
1946 227,000 13,000 
1947 252,000 12,000 
1948 289,000 16,000 
1949 323,000 25,000 


The average weekly earnings for those 
engaged on (1) weekly and (2) hourly pay- 
rolls for the years 1945-49 are:— 

(1) Avg. (2) Avg. 
Weekly. Hourly. 


1945 $34.03 $32.68 
1946 33.97 32.28 
1947 37.41 35:79 
1948 41.41 40.45 
1949 44.37 43.21 


At December last, there were 5,245 per- 
sons engaged in apprenticeship training in 
the construction trades. In 1949 a total of 
3,286 construction workers, all but 969 of 
them being skilled, emigrated to Canada, 
being, in the order of numbers, carpenters, 
elec‘ricians, bricklayers and masons, painters, 
plumbers, _ plasterers and sheet-metal 
workers. Totals for 1948 and 1947 were 
6,502 and 2,867, respectively. A resolution 
passed in January by the Canadian Con- 
struction Association congratulated the 
Federal Government upon establishing a 
Department of Citizenship, and Immigra- 
tion, and at the same time urged that an 
orderly programme of selective immigra- 
tion upon a larger scale than in post-war 
years be encouraged. How much this is 
needed is indicated by the fact that total 
immigration from the United Kingdom in 
1949 was 8,319 only, of whom 420 were 
from the building trades. 


The Housing Scene Reviewed 


THE MOST NOTICEABLE FEATURE Of Canadian 
housing to the British eye is the general ab- 
sence of large-scale housing schemes (or pro- 
ject housing). While Canada, with her 
14,000,000 of population, comp!eted 91,000 
houses in 1949 as compared with the 200,000 
completed in Great Britain for her 50,000,000 
of population. the great majority of 
Canadian houses were erected as single or 
double (duplex) units. Large-scale develop- 
ment of land by housing is the exception 
rather than the rule. 

Although the house-builders have their 
own organisation (National Home Builders’ 
Association, of Toronto), they do not appear 
to be the closely organised, nationally wide 
body as are the contractors. The latter are 
found within the ranks of the Canadian Con- 
struction Association (head office being at 
56, Sparks-street, Ottawa, Ont., secretary 
R. G. Johnson) and also within the Associa- 
tion are Trade Contractors (sub-contractors 
and specialists), Road Builders, Manufac- 
turers and Suppliers, and Allied Professions 
and Services. The Association operates 
right across the Dominion through Builders’ 
Exchanges, and there is a great loyalty be- 
tween the central headquarters and the ex- 
changes, which are to be found in every 
town of any size. 

It appears that the Association is likely 
to encourage its members to support the 
Government’s low-cost housing projects 
(which are, it is thought, being held in re- 
serve to fill a possible future vacuum in the 
construction programme), so long as such 
projects are restricted to low-cost housing 
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and to areas in which they will not compete 
with the private house-builder. The Associa- 
tion, to judge by a recently passed resolu- 
tion, is well aware that housing costs can be 
reduced by greater individual productivity, 
more cost-conscious design, on-site assembly 
line construction, wider uniformity in muni- 
cipal building codes thrcugh the adoption of 
the National Building Code, and through 
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research on building materials and _tech- 
niques. 

Low-ccst housing apart, there would seem 
to be very great opportunities for increasing 
housing output and for lowering costs and 
rents by the application of methods designed 
for large-scale projects. The technique of 
the single house must, whatever the condi- 
tions, be costly. 


- BUILDING RESEARCH | 


Work on a National Building Code 


YANADA is extremely fortunate in her 

~ National Research Council (founded in 
1916), which has greatly stimulated industrial 
research in the Dominion. Since the incep- 
tion of the Council many Canadian industries 
have established, and are now operating, 
well-equipped laboratories whose workers 
make full use of the N.R.C. facilities and 
staff in planning and directing research along 
their own specialised lines. The new interest 
in the application of science to industrial 
processes has brought in its train many prob- 
lems, including staffing. Staff now number 
2,700 persons. Laboratories include the main 
buildings in Ottawa (of a scale of layout 
and equipment to make any researcher’s 
mouth water) and also subsidiary labora- 
tories near that city: radar _ labora- 
tories at Ottawa and Scarboro; a Flight Re- 
search Station at Arnprior: the Atomic 
Energy project at Chalk River; a Prairie 
regional laboratory at Saskatoon and a Mari- 
time regional laboratory which will shortly 
be erected at Halifax. 

The Building Research laboratories are 
situated in the main establishment outside 
Ottawa and are under the able direction of 
Dr. Robert F. Legget, under whom work a 
staff of 60. The Division completed its first 
full year in 1948, and the demands made 
upon it have made difficult an orderly 
development of its organisation and activi- 
ties. A middle course has therefore had to 
be chosen between complete preoccupation 
with the study of emergency problems and a 
planned development of the Division look- 
ing towards its ultimate organisation. An 
indication of the need for such a Division is 
given by the fact that at April last no fewer 
than 652 technical problems had been posed 
by the Provinces, and the Division had deter- 


which 12 field studies have been begun in 
various provinces), (b) fire research, (c) prob- 
lems posed by snow and ice, (d) the problems 
of building in the far north, and (e) the en- 
closure of buildings, with special reference 
to condensation problems. 

The Division is in two branches, Building 
Research and Building Practice. Organisa- 
tion may be studied from the chart on this 
page. 

An interesting feature of the organisation 
is the close link that exists between the 
Division and the architects (including the 
architectural schools), the contractors and the 
engineers. Indeed, at the end of last year 
a Committee on Practical Construction 
Research was set up by the Canadian Con- 
struction Association with which the Division 
will work closely. Close links have been 
formed with similar organisations in U.S.A., 
Australia, South Africa, Holland, Scandi- 
navia, and, of course, the Building Research 
Station, Watford. 

Special attention has been devoted to 
housing problems, in which the Division co- 
operates with the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation which administers, on 
behalf of the Government, housing through- 
out the country. This work takes up at least 
half of the Division’s energies and time. The 
library is well organised, and a useful series 
of booklets on particular problems, e.g.. 
condensation in the home, is issued. The 
most important publication in hand, how- 
ever, is the National Building Code, first 
issued in 1941, and under constant revision. 
This has done much, and will, it is hoped, 
do more, to correlate the many varying codes 
which operate in different Provinces and, 
indeed, in different towns within the 
Provinces, which tend to hamper uniformity 
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Some Factors Governing Sales 


THE possibility of the export of British 
materials and plant to Canada _ is 
governed by certain vital factors. In the 
first place, Canada, although the most 
rapidly expanding country in the world, is 
short of very few materials since, in addition 
to her own great natural resources, she is 
able to make use of the vast products of 
the United States. At the same time, pro- 
duction of materials within the country is 
also increasing rapidly. Whilst Canada is 
perfectly willing to purchase materials from 
this country she expects from U.K. manufac- 
turers the essentials which she receives from 
the United States, namely, competitive price, 
quick deliveries, and service after sales. The 
first factor is in our favour. Since devalua- 
tion, price of British materials is often less 
than that of materials imported from the 
United States, but at the present time the 
stumbling block to increased sales lies in de- 
livery and after-sales service. As an illustra- 
tion of this point, the manufacturers must 
appreciate that the Canadian buyer is able 
to make a telephone call to a company in 
the United States and the spare required will 
be flown out immediately, accompanied, if 
necessary, by a technician to replace the part. 
Despite the foregoing, there are tremen- 
dous possibilities for the export of our 
materials provided that in approaching the 
market these factors are kept in mind. 


Geographical Factors 

MANY ERRORS have been made in the past 
by manufacturers who have considered 
Canada as a whole without appreciation of 
the geographical size of the country and the 
particular requirements of each separate 
area. It is therefore essential for practical pur- 
poses to divide the country into sales regions; 
one such division is shown on the accom- 
panying diagram. These five areas should be 
treated as separate for representation. A 
dependable agent in each area will be known 
to the prospective purchasers and relied upon 
to provide the goods and services they 
Tequire. It is not sufficient when attempting 
to sell goods in the mid-western area to state 
that an agent has been appointed in, for 
instance, Montreal. Personal salesmanship 
is the principal method used by American 
manufacturers. It is equally obvious that 
visual sight of the product is preferable to 
any form of catalogue or illustration. 

The sharp distinction should be appreciated 
between the builders’ suppliers and the hard- 
ware merchants. The builders’ suppliers 
will handle anything from cement to steel 
but will not touch fittings, tools or plant, 


(Continued on page 10, col. 1) 
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SUPPLY OF BUILDING MATERIALS IN CANADA 
Official Estimate for 1950 


pe EALeATION of the current and future programmes of public and private 

investment depends upon an adequate supply of materials and equipment 
being available. Factors governing this and detailed figures relating to particular 
materials are given in a Report* issued by the Department of Trade and Commerce. 

In an introduction, Mr. Alex Skelton, Assistant Deputy Minister, Department 
of Trade and Commerce, states: ‘“* A marked increase in domestic production and 
imports of building materials and manufactured products are still not readily 
available, and demand, although levelling off, will support capacity production 
and a high level of imports of certain building materials in 1950. 

‘“* Behind this unprecedented demand lies the increasing physical needs of a 
growing population and the high levels of income and employment which have 
persisted over the past ten years. Technological advances and under-replacement 
and under-maintenance of buildings and equipment in the inter-war years have 
also served to reinforce Canada’s requirements for basic and building materials. . . . 
Canada’s resources of labour, plant and equipment have been mobilised to carry 
out this vast investment programme. The machinery and raw materials 
producing industries which were greatly expanded during the war entered the post- 
war period operating at or near full capacity. The construction industry, on the 
other hand, having lost many of its employees during the war years, was in a less 
favourable position. Its recovery was also delayed by a lack of skilled tradesmen. 
Nevertheless, higher wage rates, improved training facilities and immigration all 
contributed to a rapid increase in the supply of labour. 

‘** The outstanding accomplishments of the building and related raw materials 
industries is reflected in the gradually improving supply situation. . . . The 
current supply-demand position is such that all investment projects planned for 
1950 by industry, institutions, government and individuals should be carried out 
with comparatively few supply difficulties. Certain building materials such as 
cement, clay and gypsum products are still in short supply and are expected to 
remain so during the current year. Items made from steel, such as pipe and gal- 
vanised sheet, are also difficult to obtain but may be provided from increased 
imports. Other commodities which are still in short supply but on which deliveries 
may be expected to improve, are sanitary ware and vitrified clay products.” 


Outlook for | Production, 1950 


FOLLOWING is that section of the Report dealing with the Outlook for the 
Production of Building Materials in 1950:— 

Recent surveys of Canadian private and public investment, and repair and 
maintenance intentions, show that anticipated production and imports of most 
basic and building materials should be adequate to meet Canadian construction 
requirements in 1950. An increase of about 10 per cent. in the volume of con- 
struction is expected but substantial gains should be made in the production of 
scarce materials and some additional imports may be available. This may lead 
to the reduction of some of the shortages which persisted throughout 1949. A 
smoother flow of raw materials and building supplies to contractors and other 

(Continued on page 10, col. 2) 


* Supply of Building Materials in Canada: Outlook, 1950. Presented to Parliament by the Rt. Hon. C. D. 
Howe, M.P., Minister of Trade and Commerce. The Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. 
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these being normally carried out by the 
hardware merchants, or jobbers. 

In all sales campaigns the pre-eminent 
position of the architect as the specifier of 
materials must be recognised. 

Packaging 

IN CERTAIN DIRECTIONS we have failed to 
appreciate in this country the essential sales 
feature of packaging of any item large or 
small. Since the Canadian buyer is accus- 
tomed to an attractive form of packaging, 
it is obvious that it would be detrimental not 
to do likewise. In the case of paint, both 
Canadian and United States manufacturers 
give particulars of ingredients on the tin. 
The dual language question in Ottawa and 
Ontario must be recognised and provided 
for. 

In the approach to the Canadian buyer, it 
it essential to describe the article not as equal 
or similar to one of United States manufacture 
but as the best obtainable anywhere. Pub- 
licity is the essential feature of any form of 
American sales, and in this direction, since 
the approach to that market is not precisely 
similar to our own, it can best be handled 
by agents in that country. Whilst certain 
large advertising agents have branches in 
nearly every city, it is better, if the agent 
contemplated has not a branch in the area 
concerned, to deal with a trustworthy local 
agent who will supply the local knowledge 
and personal service which are essential 
when contemplating advertising spread over 
an area of the Dominion. 

If the manufacturer intends to establish 
agencies throughout the Dominion, it is bet- 
ter for practical reasons to staff these with 
Canadian personnel since it will be found 
that a considerable period will be required 
for an English salesman fully to appreciate 


local conditions, without which salesmanship * 


is futile. 

Studying the Market.—lIt is essential for 
intending exporters or groups of exporters 
to study Canadian markets for themselves. 
In no other way can the vastness of the 
country and the individual needs and pre- 
ferences of the various Provinces and cities 
be estimated. The wide range of climatic 
conditions, with temperatures frequently 
varying from 90 deg. in the shade to 40 deg. 
below, produce special problems of technical 
design. 

Most important is the type of represen- 
tative to visit the Dominion. Directors or 
high executives who visit with wives on 
business-cum-pleasure trips will make little 
headway. On the other hand, technical 
executives or directors who go with the fixed 
intention of studying Canadian needs and 
conditions and who are able to see how 
British products can be adapted and styled 
to meet Canadian tastes are sure of a wel- 
come; if they are able to take decisions also, 
it is an advantage. 

It cannot be too firmly emphasised that 
Canada, far from being a backward, remote 
Dominion with standards of material com- 
fort somewhat below those current in Great 
Britain, has in reality a living standard at 
least as high as our own, and technically 
is on a high plane. With her own natural 
resources and with the U.S. example on her 
doorstep, she lacks for nothing. 

Style —Canada largely follows U.S. styles 
and technical practices. This is readily 
understood. U.K. manufacturers must 
therefore be prepared to style exports to 
meet these preferences, and must study 
Canadian and U.S. standards. They must 


(Continued on page 11. col. 2) 
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users may result. Full realisation of 1950 construction intentions is not likely 
to be hampered by shortages of building materials. 

Shortages which persisted throughout 1949 and which are expected to con- 
tinue in 1950 exist in the case of cement and cement products, building brick 
and other clay products, gypsum lath and wallboard, light gauge steel sheet and 
small sizes of steel pipe. Since production of these building materials is not 
expected to show a marked increase, imports will still be necessary on a fairly 
large scale. Alternatively, iron and steel products are moving into better supply 
and imports of steel will probably help to bring about a further increase in Canadian 
production of sanitary ware, heating equipment and pipe. 

The present outlook is for Canadian production of primary iron and steel 
to continue at about present levels in 1950. However, as far as building materials 
made from these metals are concerned, this will be more than offset by a greater 
availability of pig iron and certain steel shapes from domestic sources and by 
large imports from the United States, the United Kingdom, and Belgium. The 
domestic supply of lumber is not expected to show any decided improvement as 
long as the present U.S. boom continues. For other building materials, antici- 
pated increases in production are more modest than last year and a continuation 
of imports will be necessary where shortages still exist. 


Few Additions to Plant Capacity 

AT THE PRESENT TIME, few additions to plant capacity in the building material 
industry are being made, although some extensions and further improvements in 
operations should contribute towards greater output. In several cases, greater 
production should be realised from new facilities which operated only during a 
part of last year or which did not reach full capacity until well into 1949. Overall 
imports of building materials may be slightly higher this year, due to the relaxa- 
tion of emergency exchange import controls and the improved foreign supply 
position of most materials. Entering 1950, there appeared to be few significant 
changes in producers’ and distributors’ inventories. In nearly all cases stocks 
at the producer level represented materials awaiting shipment. 

The expected shift in the volume of investment and repairs from machinery 
and equipment to construction during 1950 points to a sustained demand for 
building materials. For all types of construction in Canada, dollar expenditures 
are likely to be up about 12 per cent., while outlay on machinery and equipment 
is expected to be down about 5 per cent. Thus, assuming no change in prices on 
the average, it appears that only in the case of construction will there be a gain 
in volume compared with last year. The main increases are expected in utility 
and institutional construction and may be partially offset by a drop in manufac- 
turing and primary industry. There appears to be a definite correlation between 
the expected pattern of demand and anticipated production and imports of build- 
ing materials and equipment. Work stoppages or delays resulting from the 
tardy delivery of machinery or raw materials are not expected to prevent the 
realisation of the intention of building materials producers as outlined in this 
report. Work stoppages occasioned by labour-management disputes did not 
materially affect the achievement of production targets last year. A levelling 
off in cost of living towards the end of 1949 may be expected to continue into 
1950, thus reducing one of the most likely causes for disputes in the building 
materials industries next year. 


Imports of Primary Iron and Steel 

ALTHOUGH DOMESTIC PRODUCTION of primary iron and steel is not expected to 
increase, imports of secondary products, taking the year as a whole, are expected 
to be well above those received last year. European sources are also expected 
to make shipments to Canada which will serve to augment imports of structural 
steel, plate, pipe and skelp, wire and galvanised sheet from the United States. 
Only in the case of light gauge sheet and small diameter pipe are shortages antici- 
pated. The Government will continue to encourage the movement of semi- 
finished steel from primary producers to other steel mills with adequate finishing 
capacity to handle it. 

The domestic supply of lumber is not expected to change materially in 1950 
and special types and grades may still be difficult to procure despite the fact that 
production may at least equal 1949 levels. Sales in the United States are expected 
to continue at a relatively high level throughout the year and any possible decrease 
in United Kingdom contracts may be taken up by that market. Besides this, 
manufacturers’ inventories are at a low level and United States prices are appreci- 
ably above those in Canada. Therefore, it appears that prime quality lumber 
suitable for sale abroad may not be readily available in Canada throughout 1950. 


Export controls on lumber and wood building materials, with the exception of , 


pulp and fibre wallboards, were discontinued at the end of last year. 
(Continued on page 11, col. 1) 
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A comparison of 1949 production with production expected in 1950 for a 
selected group of building materials is shown in Table 1, entitled ‘‘ Production and 
production intentions for selected building materials in Canada, 1949 and 1950.” 
Further increases in 21 of the 30 building materials covered in this report are 
expected to take place in 1950. Only one, namely hot water heaters, is expected 
to be up by 20 per cent. or more. Another four may rise by 10-20 per cent. These 
jnclude bulk mineral wool, enamelled bath tubs, sinks and wash-basins. For 
another six materials production increases ranging between 5-10 per cent. are 
anticipated. These commodities are vitrified clay flue linings, structural tile, 
gypsum lath, hot water storage tanks and window glass. Output of cast-iron 
radiators is indicated as being down by about 5 per cent. in 1950. This is due to 
the high cost of hot water and steam heating relative to that of warm air systems 
and to the continuing shortage of steel pipe for installation. In the cement and 
cement products, building brick, vitrified clay sewer pipe, gypsum hardwall plasters, 
roofing products, miscellaneous plumbing supplies, wire nails and spikes, paints, 
pigments and varnishes, electrical supplies, and pulp and fibre boards, Canadian 
production in 1950 is expected to show little change or to rise only slightly. 

The most significant increases in the production of building materials are 
expected to continue to occur in certain iron and steel products which were still 
only in fair supply late in 1949, e.g., enamelled bath tubs, sinks, wash-basins, 
water heaters and storage tanks. This anticipated improvement in output, 
together with a continuing flow of imports, should serve to meet the high level 
of demand for these items expected in 1950. Shortages of other building materials 
made from iron and steel, such as steel pipe, electrical conduit, galvanised steel 
sheet, and wire nails should be relieved as raw materials become more readily 
available. Imports of the latter items should continue at or above 1949 levels. 


TABLE 1.—PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTION INTENTIONS FOR SELECTED 
BUILDING MATERIALS IN CANADA, 1949 AND 1950 











| Production | Production Percentage 
19 








Material | Unit Intentions Change 
| () 1950 from 1949 
CEMENT AND CEMENT PRODUCTS— | | - 
Cement .. | M. barrels | 16.1 16.7 + 3.7 
Concrete brick and building blocks | M. pieces 80.0 83.0 + 3.7 
Prego pipe and tile (*) 1,000 tons 117.1 119.0 + 1.6 
SLAY PRoDUCTS— | 
Building brick (incl. sand-lime rial .| M. bricks | 369.5 381.6 + 3.3 
Vitrified flue linings... : | M. lin. ft. | £2 1.3 + 8.3 
Vitrified sewer pipe oe .-| M. lin. ft. | 4.4 4.5 + 2.3 
Structural tile ..| 1,000 tons | 173.0 185.5 + Ta 
MINERAL WooL Propucts— 
Mineral wool batts (all sizes) | M. sq. ft } 136.4 149.0 + 9.2 
Bulk mineral wool Kepeainet and j 
é a .| M. cu. ft | 14.7 16.9 +15.0 
YPSUM ICTS — 
clits a ae ..| M. sq. ft. 228.1 237.6 + 4.2 
Gypsum lath. ..ee| Mosq. ft. | 176.9 188.2 + 6.4 
Gypsum hardwall plaster .-| 1,000 tons | 164.0 168.4 + 2.7 
ROOFING PROoDUCTS— | | | 
Asphalt shingles (all weights) .. ..| M. squares aa a 0.0 
. Smooth = mineral surfaced rolls | M. squares | 2.0 74) 0.0 
LUMBING SUPPLIES— 
Cast iron soil pipe and fittings . . ..| 1,000 tons | 45.4 45.7 + 0.7 
Cast iron pressure pipe and fittings | 1,000 tons 91.4 | 91.4 0.0 
Steel pipe and fittings ova .-| 1,000 tons 184.4 184.4 | 0.0 
~~. | 1,000 | 132.5 i715 | 4189 
Oe wc oes 195.5 234.4 +19.5 
Wash basins ; Be ae .-| 1,000 140.2 160.9 | +14.8 
HEATING EQUIPMENT | 
Furnaces—warm air and heating boilers 1,000 89.4 89.4 | 0.0 
Electric water heaters .. 1,000 155.5 195.0 | +25.4 
Hot water storage tanks (range boilers) 1,000 197.8 217.0 | + 9.7 
Cast iron radiators ~+| Msq. ft 6.4 61 | — 4.7 
OTHER IRON AND STEEL PRopucTs— | | 
Wire nails and spikes = --/ 1,000 tons | 89.7 89.7 | 0.0 
Builders’ hardware | M. dollars 9.8 98 | 0.0 
MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS— | 
Common colourless window glass(*) ..| M.sq. ft. | 64.6 70.0 | + 84 
Paints, pigments and varnishes M. dollars | 87.1 | 89.4 + 2.6 
Non-metallic sheathed cable M. lin. ft. | 87.3 89.5 + 5.2 
Rigid insulating boards . . M. sq. ft.(*) 222.7 222.7 0.0 





oe (?) Includes drain, sewer and water pipe and culvert tile. (*) Imports. 


(*‘) £in. basis. 

Manufacturers of building materials requiring pig iron do not expect an overall 
increase in output. This is due to the fact that production is in step with demand 
and order backlogs have been largely filled. Unless marked extensions of services 
occur in 1950, no shortages of cast-iron pressure pipe and fittings are likely to occur. 
Warm air furnace manufacturers expect to get more steel sheet both for production 
and installation in 1950, and hot water storage tanks fabrication should increase 
for the same reason. Manufacturers of iron and steel building materials may also 
have greater latitude within which to vary the pattern of their production in accord- 

(Continued on page 12, col. 2) 
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recognise that the matter of specification in 
all building other than houses is very much 
in the architect’s hands, and he must be con- 
vinced of the soundness as well as the 
appearance of the article. To this end, 
technical literature (which everywhere is 
much welcomed by all branches of the con- 
struction industry) must be specific, and 
where appropriate should give details of 
construction and/or ingredients. As _ all 
literature of interest is filed, some stan- 
dardisation of size of page is valuable. 
A size of 11 in. by 8 in. is popular. 

Manufacturers of materials and plant for 
the housing programme should get the 
names of their products on the Eligibility 
List of the Central Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, 4, Temporary Buildings, Ottawa, 
Ont. Information on Canadian standards is 
obtainable from Mr. W. R. McCaffery, 
Director, Canadian Standards Association, 
also at Ottawa. The C.S.A. has an Adviser 
on electrical goods attached to the British 
Standards Association, Victoria-street, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. 

Correspondence——The Canadian appre- 
ciates swift reaction to suggestions and to 
correspondence. Complaints were heard of 
the lengthy delay in getting answers to 
letters, and also of the somewhat starchy 
character of the correspondence. Canadians 
by and large are genial souls, and appreciate 
a more open approach, in correspondence as 
well as in person. 

Selling Points—These : vary, depending 
upon the area and the character of the werk. 
In places cost and availability are of prime 
importance; in others quality is more im- 
portant than price; in others, again, architects 
are still prepared to wait.a little longer for 
the thing they want, and to pay more for 
it: this is exceptional, however. Novelty 
also is a considerable factor. By and large, 
in the case of an imported material, manu- 
facturers have got to get inside the U.S. 
standard in price, quality, style, delivery 
and after-sales service. The relative import- 
ance of these factors naturally varies. 

Agents.—It has been stated that owing 
to the size of Canada, agents are required 
at strategic cities. Upon their capabilities 
depends much of the. success of the 
selling. Like most things, good agents 
are in the minority. The Trade 
Commissioners do much valuable work in 
finding suitable representatives who will 
undertake selling. There are also reliable 
consultants in some c!ties, known to the Com- 
missioners, who will undertake market re- 
search and supervision of agents. The C.P. 
Railway, Montreal, also have a department 
which will help in finding agents. 

The Goodwill Factor.——No visitor to 
Canada can come away without being pro- 
foundly impressed by the depth of affection 
which exists for the “ Old Country.” This is 
a factor which gives much encouragement 
to any firm considering doing trade with the 
Dominion. There could be no greater 
fallacy, however, than to think that this fac- 
tor will make up for materials which are 
wrong in price or style, or for late deliveries 
and poor service. Where other things are 
equal, it is likely that the bond of Empire 
may turn the scale in Britain’s favour, but 
it is wise to regard the goodwill factor as a 
lubricant of good business methods. 


Co-operative Marketing 


HE setting up of a marketing organisa- 
tion in Canada is not lightly to be 
undertaken. The distance between east 


(Continued on page 12, col. 1) 
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and west is 3,500 miles, though a better idea 
of distance may be gained if one realises 
that the trans-continental train journey 
takes five days and six nights. The distri- 
bution problems may be imagined, and it is 
hardly possible to control a_ selling 
organisation from a single centre. Rents 
and building costs are high, moreover; 
also the initial costs of setting up a selling 
centre. 

It is of interest to note how the scientific 
instrument makers have overcome _ this 
problem. Two groups of such manufac- 
turers have set up joint selling organisations 
and showrooms in Toronto. These are the 
BESTEC and the SCIEX groups, jointly 
comprising 17 companies manufacturing 
and marketing equipment of varying nature 
but w-thin the same sphere of interest. Their 
keen and helpful manager, Mr. Edward 
Harris, informed us that the experiment 
had been most successful. Staffed with 
technicians and backed with warehouses, 
stocks and post-sales service, these show- 
rooms, at 20 Carlton-street, might well be 
investigated by groups of U.K. manufac- 
turers contemplating coming together to 
enter the Canadian market. 


Opportunity for a Building 
Centre 
HROUGHOUT the tour the value and 
chances of success of one or more 
central permanent centres for display of 
British building goods were canvassed. 
Without exception there was an enthusiastic 


response from architects, builders and 
jobbers and builders’ suppliers. The Fed- 
eration of British Industries and the 


Director of Division of Building Research 
(Dr. Robert F. Legget) added their support, 
though the latter would be in favour of 
a Centre which admitted Canadian and 
U.S. goods as well as examples from the 
U.K., as adding to the interest and helping 
through competition to improve standards. 
Ideally there should be Centres in each 
of the five principal areas, e.g., Montreal, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary or Edmonton, 
and Vancouver, but there was a_ large 
measure of agreement that at present 
Toronto (the industrial fulcrum of Canada) 


is the city most nearly approaching the 
ideal for such a Centre. 
A Building Centre here would have to 


differ from the London example and the 
Samples Rooms at the Architects’ Building, 
New York, in that display and sales would 


ave to be more closely related. The 
Canadian architect, having decided on a 
material or piece of equipment, wants to 


know at once the price delivered to his 
city, delivery times and details of post-sales 


service. It is clear that there must be both 
techn'cal demonstrators and_ salesmen. 
stocks immediately available and_ service 


staff trained and ready before any material 
or piece of plant or equipment is shown. 

That an opportunity for the setting up of 
such a central display and sales centre 
exists seems beyond question. It is an 
opportunity that should be grasped by the 
manufacturing trades themselves, though 
Government help could be invoked. Such 
a Centre, by enabling the sharing of cost 
and the spreading of interest, could extend 
the reputation of British goods far beyond 
the Toronto area since it could be worth 
the while of every forward-looking archi- 
tect and builder in the Dominion to pay at 
least an annual visit to keep himself au 
fait with current developments. 
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ance with demand. This should also serve to eliminate existing shortages. How- 
ever, the steel strike which occurred in the United States late in 1949 may have 
some effect upon the supply of these commodities in Canada during the current year. 

Supplies of other building materials are also expected to be augmented by 
increased domestic production. Cement output should be up as a result of con- 
tinued operation of new facilities brought in last year. Shortages of brick and 
other clay products will be eased slightly by more efficient operations and plant 
rehabilitation. Consumption of mineral wool products is increasing but Canadian 
sources are in a position to meet the demand for insulating materials. Plans are 
also being made to bring about a moderate increase in the manufacture of gypsum 
products. No large plants or substantial additions to existing facilities are expected 
to begin producing any of the major building materials in 1950. As a result, 
this country must continue to rely upon foreign sources for substantial quantities 
of cement and clay products and gypsum lath. 

Other important building materials which are still imported in order to meet 
Canadian construction requirements are structural steel, sanitary ware, nails, 
hardwood flooring, and window glass. With the exception of gypsum and pulp 
and fibre wallboards and lath, and heating equipment, imports are no longer 
restricted. Imported items such as structural steel and window glass are expected 
to be in adequate supply during 1950. Building materials which are not under 
export control include cement, clay products, mineral wool products, roofing 
products, domestic heating furnaces, electrical supplies, except conduit, and paints, 
pigments, and varnishes. 

Canadian manufacturers of a number of building materials have anticipated 
a levelling off or decline in the demand for their products which may not have 
been justified. As a result, estimates of production in 1950 are below available 
plant capacity in a number of cases. Items, such as concrete building blocks, 
mineral wool products, cast-iron soil and pressure pipe, radiators, electric water 
heaters, builders’ hardware, and non-metallic sheathed cable can, therefore, be 
made in this country in greater volume if the need arises. 


TABLE 2.—EMPLOYMENT AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURES IN THE BUILDING 
MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES IN CANADA, 1945-1949. __ 


Construction Industry 





Building Materials Industry 














| : Capital : . Capital 
Year — » | Expenditures Pi ee Expenditures 
Employed (") | (millions of PEEIOyES (millions of 
(thousands) | deliees} (thousands) dollars) 
1945 .. a _ | —(*) | 11 | 171 17 
1946 .. - “< oe | 84 16 227 21 
1947 .. - os eal 98 | 28 | 252 32 
1948 .. ne es sv 105 32 | 289 48 
1949(*) ws el 110 27 _ 323 36) 5. 
~ () Employment er by firms with 15 or more employees. (*) Not available. (°) Pre- 
liminary. 


TABLE 3.—PRODUCTION OF SELECTED MATERIALS IN CANADA, 1939, 1945 AND 
1949. 














Production 
Material Unit a 
} 1939 | 1945 | 1949(*) 
Lumber .. Billion feet .| 4.0 | 4.5 53 
Pig iron .. Million net tons ol 0.9 | 1.8 2.2 
Cement .. Million barrels ; 5:7 7.8 16.1 
Gypsum wallboard Million square feet . . 78.2 134.0 228.1 
Cast iron soil pipe and fittings Thousand tons ‘ 16.5 20.8 45.4 
Bath tubs Thousand tubs | 42.4(*) 56.3(*) 132.5 
Furnaces—warm air and heating | 
boilers : Thousand furnaces..| 39.6 48.7 89.4 — 





(‘) Preliminary. (*) mere § 
TABLE 4.—EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, 
1947, 1948 AND 1949 














| Exports | Imports 
Material(*) | Unit | | —- Fae PEEST 
} | 1947 1948 | 1949(2| 1947 lz 1948 | 1949 ) 
Cement . ...| 1,000 barrels} 88.0 73.0. 19.2 1,248.6) rr 120. 72 2 284.0 
Building brick (clay and sand- i-lime).. .... M. bricks an | 42-1 363 8.9 8.3 | 38g 
Mineral wool batts... . ...| M.sq. ft. | —@) | —@) —— | 5. 8(4) | 0.1(4) | 0.104) 
Gypsum hardwall plaster ...| 1,000 tons | 1.4 0.7 0.2 10.1 10.0 | 8.7 
Cast iron radiators ...| 1,000 sq. ft. | —@) | —@ | —@) | 43.8 | Oo | 33 
Wire nails and spikes ... .| Tons i 32 | 4,855 495 | 4,147 | 6,315 | 13,305 


—(5) 70.2 | 96.4 64.6 
6 | 13.4 14.3 13.9 
3 39.9 | =r) es 


Common, colourless, window ‘gl ass ... ..-| M. sq. ft. 0.105) | 0.10) 
Paints, pigments and varnishes .| M. dollars | 7.3 6.0 | 


3 
Rigid insulating boards wl Mu sq. ft) | 51.1 | 40.1 36 





(1) Comparable data are available for only nine of the thirty building materials reviewed. 

(2) Preliminary. 

(3) No exports reported. 

(4) — — in pounds have been converted to square feet on a 3 inch tasis, assuming imports were 
a tt woo 

eng of foreign origin only—the 1949 exports totalled only 931 square feet which is too small to show. 

(6) 4 in. basis. 

(7) Imports of pulp and fibre wallboard are not permitted under the Emergency Exchange Conservation Act. 
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MARKET OPPORTUNITIES 


Is 1949 Canada made a capital invest- 
ment in construction, new and on 
maintenance, of $2,767 M, to which must be 
added a further $2,145 M, giving a total of 
$4.912 M. She imported in the first 11 months 
of 1949 materials and plant from Great 
Britain to a value of just under $8 M. In 
the same period imports from U-/S.A. 
totalled $60 M. 

Factors exist at present which lead to the 
belief that the United Kingdom might well 
capture a much higher proportion of 
Canada’s imports of building requirements. 
Among them are: 

(a) The continued high level of con- 
struction, which offers encouragement to 
U.K. manufacturers to regard Canadian 
trade as a long-term project; 

(b) The rising production costs ex- 
perienced in the U.S.A.; 

(c) The rapid development in the 
Prairies and the West, where high freight 
costs from U.S.A. give U.K. manufac- 
turers opportunity for being competitive. 
(This opportunity would be widened con. 
siderably were there more use made by 
British shipping of the Great Lakes.) 

(d) Devaluation, which in some cases 
gives of itself a price advantage; 

(e) Not least, a considerable measure 
of good will towards Great Britain by 
Canadians. (Emphasis must be laid on 
the fact that this will not of itself pro- 
duce sales.) 

As against this it is to be remembered 
that Canada’s industries are highly geared 
and that U.S.A. competition (aided by the 
natural advantage of proximity) is very 
keen. 


Imports in 1938 and 1948 


The following table gives details of 
imports by Canada of building materials 
and components, 1938 and 1948, with 
estimates of potential diversions to the 


| 
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CANADIAN IMPORTS OF SELECTED BUILDERS’ MATERIALS 
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Materials in Short Supply 


AN OFFICIAL REPORT (“Supply of Building 
Materials in Canada,” which is summarised 
on pages 9-12) lists cement, clay products, 
gypsum wallboard and lath, light gauges 
of galvanised steel sheet, small sizes of 
steel pipe and certain types of nails as 
products of which deliveries may not be 
able to keep pace with demand. 

Our survey in Canada has, however, 
revealed a number of other opportunities 
which could be filled by U.K. exporters. 
Chief among these is steel. In every centre 
visited steel was in demand, principally 
shapes (sections), sheet and pipe, though in 
one or two areas expanded metal lathing 
was in demand. Canadian requirements 
raise a problem for British rolling mills 
as practice follows U.S. standards, and there 
is a call for lighter sections for tall build- 
ings which standard Brifish sections do not 
meet. An Edmonton contractor who had 
priced the steelwork for a hotel extension 
told us that British steel had come out 12 
per cent. heavier than U.S. steel. 

Surprise has been expressed in Canada 
that British mills have not made more effort 
to fill the demand for rolled beams and 
column sections. Canada needs flange 
sections over the 6-in. size, at present the 
limit of the Canadian mills. Also needed 
are beams on the U.S. type of section, i.e., 
wider and thinner flanges than the standard 
B.S.S. section. The thick B.S.S. flanges 
require to be drilled whereas standard 
Canadian practice is sub-panel and ream. 
Canadian architects and engineers work to 
U.S. section books, and if Britain wants the 
Canadian steel market again, she must design 
beams and columns along U.S. section 
lines, and supply handbooks to Canadian 
technicians from which they can work. 
That there is such a market, especially in 
British Columbia and the west, where 
Britain has the advantage of a comparatively 
cheap, if fairly lengthy, sea haul, is beyond 
question. The market in the west for light 
steel buildings has already been satisfactorily 
tested by U.K. manufacturers. 
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s. ‘S: 
Bank of Nova Scotia, Toronto. 
Some Opportunities. 
FOLLOWING is an_ abstract, based on 
information given to The Builder repre- 
sentatives, of general inquiries made or 
shortages felt in various cities and/or 
Provinces: 
Mobile hoists: Toronto. 
Water distillation plant: Alberta and 
Prairies, 


Steel scaffolding: Edmonton and Prairies, 
where timber supplies are short. 

Heavy excavating plant: Toronto. 

Plumbing, heating and hot-water equipment: 
Vancouver, Calgary and Alberta gen- 
erally. ; 

Hospital equipment: Winnipeg and Toronto. 

Kitchen and cooking equipment: Winnipeg 
and Toronto. 





showing potential diversions to the United Kingdom from present U.S.A. sources. Figures are approximate 


Impts. from 
U.K. in 1938 
(at 1948 prices) 


(in millions of Canadian dollars) 
Potential 
Transfers of 
Impts. to U 


Impts. from 
U.S.A. in 1948 


Impts. from 
U.K. in 1948 


from U.S.A. 

Gp. Group Bldrs.’ Bldrs.’ Bldrs.’ Bldrs.’ 

No. Commodity Total Mat'ls. Total Mat’ls. Total Mat’ls. Total Mat’ls. 
1. Castings and forgings p® 0.6 1.9 0.5 7.9 2.0 2.6 0.8 
2. Rolling mill products 20.0 11.0 Lay 0.9 79.8 40.0 15.9 8.0 
3. Pipes, tubes and fittings 1.8 1.8 1.6 1.6 17.0 17.0 Jor 5.7 
4. Hardware, etc. 1.9 1.1 E.7 1.0 8.1 5.0 Pe 1.4 
5. Gen. machinery, incl. constr. 8.0 2.0 8.6 2.0 148.9 60.0 29.8 12.0 
6. Tools 1.0 0.6 0.9 0.5 9.6 5.0 3.2 ‘7 
7. Engines and boilers 4.2 2.0 6.7 pa 40.6 17.0 8.1 5 A 
8. Selected other iron products 6.0 1.0 p99 3.0 197.0 35.0 19.7 2.9 
9. Clay and clay products 9.5 2.0 13.2 3.0 16.9 7.0 6.8 y ae 
10. Glass and glassware 3.0 2.6 4.7 4.5 17.0 5.0 3.4 2.0 
11. Cement, Portland “= — 0.1 0.1 3.5 Bos 0.8 0.8 
12. Selected other non-metallics 2.5 0.3 3:1 0.4 219.1 14.0 6.6 1.0 
13. Electrical apparatus 4.0 1.4 6.3 2.0 54.9 18.0 8.2 3.0 
14. Brass and copper products 1.0 0.4 0.5 0.2 11.6 4.0 | ey 0.6 
15. Selected other non-ferrous 7.0 1.0 13.4 2.0 34.5 7.0 3.5 0.7 
16. Paints and varnishes x | 2.0 1.0 0.6 13.2 ys 4.0 2.2 
17. Oilcloth, floor and linoleum 1.0 1.0 4.8 4.8 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.3 

18. Wallpaper and selected wood 

products 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.2 25.0 5.0 2.3 0.5 
19, Selected other miscellaneous 12.0 3.0 20.1 5.0 Sit 12.0 11.5 2.4 
TOTAL 89.6 34.2 112.9 34.8 962.9 264.4 136.8 51.8 


Potential 
Target of 
U.K. Exports 
to Canada 
Bldrs.’ Comments on 1949 
Total Mat'ls. Imports from U.K. 
4.5 E3 Moderate increase. 
17.6 8.9 Impts. from U.K. in 1948 down 
90% from 1938, but now 
increasing in 1949. 
7.3 13 Increased by 25° in 1949. 
4.4 2.4 (Moderate increase in 
38.4 14.0 (1949, but sharp 
4.1 22 (decrease in certain 
14.8 6.0 (machinery items. 
41.9 5.9 Excludes motor vehicles. 
20.0 5.3 (Moderate increases in 
8.1 6.5 (impts. from U.K. in 1949, 
0.9 0.9 Impts. from U.K. will 
probably reach 0.7 in 1949. 
9.7 1.4 
14.5 5.0 At 1948 volume. 
728. 0.8 (Substantial increase in 1949, 
(but still below 1938 volume. 
16.9 2.7 
5.0 2.8 Sharply reduced in 1949. 
5.1 5.1 Sharply reduced in 1949, 
2 0.7 
31.6 7.4 
249.7 86.6 


Note.—This table was prepared by Mr. James S. Duncan, C.M.G., Chairman of the Dollar-Sterling Trade Board, for his speech to the 


Canadian Construction Association last January. 
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Ventilating equipment: Winnipeg. 

Weighbatching and pre-mix concrete plant: 
In all large cities, where concrete is 
delivered to sites ready-mixed. Oppor- 
tunities offer in less populated area for 
concrete mixers of normal type, e.g., at 
Edmonton. 

Lifts (Elevators): Montreal, Edmonton. 


Electrical handsaws and_ possibly other 


mechanical tools: Edmonton. 
Builders’ handtools: Toronto. 
Electrical goods: Vancouver. 


Steel furniture, lockers, doors, partitions: 
Vancouver, Montreal, Winnipeg. 

Metal windows: Practically everywhere. 
There is particular interest in prefabri- 
cated window units which comprise glazed 
sashes in frames ready to build-in. 

Patent roofing (“ Paropa” type): Toronto. 

Sanitaryware (glazed earthenware and steel 
or stove-enamelled types): Big opportuni- 
ties, especially in West and_ British 
Columbia for w.c, “noiseless” sets in 
which bowls and tanks form a unit; colour 
shades are important: Montreal, Winni- 
peg, Edmonton, Toronto. 


Glass and glass blocks: Generally. 

Painters’ brushes: Winnipeg, Edmonton. 

Metal-faced plywood: Montreal 

Nails: Vancouver, Edmonton, Toronto. 

Plastic sheet for counter toppings, shop- 
fronts: Vancouver, Edmonton. 

Door furniture: Vancouver, Toronto. 

Pullman-type sash balances: Winnipeg. 

Gypsum board and ceiling board: Montreal, 
Calgary district. 

Rainwater goods: Montreal. 

Firegrates: Middle West. 

Firebricks and _ refractories: 
Middle West. 

Enamelled steel baths: Vancouver. 

Glazed tiles: Montreal, Winnipeg, Edmon- 
ton, Toronto. 


Montreal, the 


Showcase fittings: Generally. 

School equipment: Halifax. 

Stained glass: Winnipeg. 

Granite facings: Vancouver. 

Cement, fairly general but seasonal: 
Toronto, Vancouver (Japanese cement has 
been landed here). 

Portland stone: Edmonton. 


Linoleum: Vancouver, Edmonton, generally. 

Paints: Only special qualities (e.g., for 
marine work), but one authority described 
the paints market as “ wide open.” 

Waterproofers: Almost everywhere, especi- 
ally for housing in Eastern provinces. 

Concrete hardeners: Winnipeg. 

Prefcbricated houses: Calgary-Edmonton 
area of Alberta (much development and 
little indigenous timber). 

It is to be understood that not all of 
the above requirements are specific; some 
are based on general statements made by 
leading members of the building trade in 
cities visited. The source of each inquiry 
is given in a Report of The Builder tour, 
prepared for private circu'ation, a copy of 
which may be obtained upon receipt of a 
stamped octavo-size envelope from “Canada 
Survey” at The Builder offices. Other 
inquiries, however, are specific, and one 
such is from Mr. George Mayrand, of 
Messrs. Alex. Bremner, Ltd., 1040 Bleury- 
street, Montreal, importers and manufac- 
turers of building materials and refractories : 

““We give some items on which we are 
interested in getting British manufacturers’ 
quotations. Given in parentheses is our 
price f.o.b. our Montreal warehouse in 
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order to give an idea of prices in this 
market: 

2.5 lb. painted expanded metal ($0.27 per 

sq. yd.). 

White Portland cement ($7.92 per barrel 

of 350 Ib.). 

Gypsum lath ($28.00 per 1,000 sq. ft.). 

Non-staining mortar cemient ($5.38 per 

barrel, 4 cu. ft.). 

4 in. vitrified clay sewer pipe ($24.40 per 

100 ft.). : 
6 in. vitrified clay sewer pipe ($36.60 per 
100 ft.). 

“If your manufacturers believe that they 
can meet these prices, we would be glad to 
hear from them at their earliest convenience.” 

+ The current rate of exchange is $3.08 


to £1. 
EMIGRATION 
PERHAPS Canada’s greatest need is for 
skilled men and women. Despite her 

vast size and tremendous potential, the popu- 
lation is under 14,000,000, and could com- 
fortably be accommodated in London and 
the Home Counties. There was in 1941 an 
average of 3.32 persons per square mile. 

Architectural offices are short of good 
architectural assistants, particularly in the 
senior grades. Such men in the Toronto dis- 
trict can command the equivalent of between 
£1,500 and £2,000 per annum. Warning is 
necessary, however. that accommodation is 
not easy to come by. Moreover, in so far 
as Canadian construction standards differ 
from those in this country, an architect 
should not expect to take an immediate posi- 
tion of responsibility equal to the one he 
occupies in an office in Great Britain. 

Architects interested could obtain infor- 
mation from the Secretary of the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada. 

Immigration of construction workers into 
Canada was down 49 per cent. from 6,500 
in 1948 to 3,300 in 1949. Of the 1949 in- 
take, 2,300 were _ skilled. Immigrants 
must be prepared to take subordinate posi- 
tions until they have learned Canadian 
building technique. They will progress 
faster if they will remember that because 
that technique may in some ways be different 
from our building ways, it is not necessarily 
the worse for that. Skill in labour manage- 
of the 


ment is an advantage. Most 
Provinces maintain emigration offices in 
London. 
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Sectional drawing of a double-glazed weather- 
stripped sash used on the Bank of Nova Scotia, 
Toronto (Cresswell Pomeroy, Ltd.). 
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DIRECTORY 


ANGLO-CANADIAN TRADE COMMITTEE: 
Board of Trade Building, Montreal, Que. 

BOARD OF TRADE (Exports Division): 
Thames House North, Millbank, S.W.1, 

CANADIAN CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION: 
R. G. Johnson, General Manager, 56 
Sparks-street, Ottawa, Ont. 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT (Imports Division, 
Commodity Branch, Trade and Commerce 
Department): D. Harvey, Director, | 
Temporary Buildings, Ottawa, Ont. 

CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF STEEL CONSTRUC- 
TION: John Grieve, Executive Direcior, 
124 Bloor-street West, Toronto. 

CANADIAN STANDARDS ASSOCIATION: W. R, 
McCaffrey, Director, Ottawa, Ont. (Lon- 
don representative for Electrical Trades: 
c/o B.S.I., 28 Victoria-street, S.W.1.) 

CANADIAN WELDING BUREAU: 22 College- 
street, Toronto, Ont. 

CENTRAL MORTGAGE AND HOUSING Cor- 
PORATION : David Mansur, C.BE., 
Director, 4 Temporary Buildings, Ottawa, 


DOLLAR-ExpoRT BOARD: Thames _ Housz 
North, Millbank, S.W.1. 
DOLLAR-STERLING TRADE BOARD: James §. 


Duncan, C.M.G., chairman, 219 Queen- 
street, Ottawa, Ont. 

ENGINEERING INSTITUTE OF CANADA: 
Wright, Director, Montreal, Que. 

Export CREDIFS GUARANTEE DEPARTMENT: 
9 Clements-lane, London, E.C.4. 

FEDERATION OF BRITISH INDUSTRIES: 
don Office: 21  Tothill-street, 
Toronto Office: H. D. Scully, 
Bank Building, Toronto, Ont. 

MINISTRY OF WorKS (Exports 
Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. 

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL (D‘vision of 
Building Research): Dr. Robert F. 
Leggett, Director, National Research 
Laboratories, Ottawa, Ont. 

ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF 
CaNaDA: Hon. Sec., Jas. H. Craig, 
F.R.A.LC., 20 St. Clair-avenue West, 
Toronto, Ont. 


U.K. TRADE COMMISSIONERS 


Otrawa: R. K. Jopson, C.M.G., O.B.E., 
™J.K. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Canada; M. R. Garner, S. W. T. Mitchel- 
more, 56, Sparks-street, Ottawa. (‘‘ Sencom, 
Ottawa.”) (Tel.: 3-8814.) 

MONTREAL: J. Paterson, F. I. Lamb, 
E. M. M. Partridge, 1111 Beaver Hiall- 
hill, Montreal. (‘“ Britcom, Montreal.” 
See also Maritime Provinces (Tel.: 
Harbcur 2257.) 


Austin 


Lon- 
S.W.1. 
Royal 


Branch): 


Toronto: H. Oldham, A. P. Timms, J. 
Balcon, 901-902 Montreal Trust Build- 
ing, 61-67 Yonge-street, Toronto. 


(“ Toroncom, Toronto.”) (Tel.: Adelaide 


2174, 2175.) 


VANCOUVER: P. S. Young, 850 West 
Hastings-street, Vancouver. (“ Vancom, 
Vancouver.”) (Tel.: Trinity 5272.) 


WINNIPEG: W. G. Coventry, 703 Royal 
Bank Buildings, Winnipeg. 
Winnipeg.) (Tel.: 923153, 923154.) 

MARITIME PROVINCES AND NEWFOUND- 
LAND: W. D. Lambie, John Norman, 1111 
Beaver Hall-hill, Montreal. (‘ Britcom, 
Montreal.”)  (Tel.: See Montreal.) 


(“ Wincom, | 


> 


New Brunswick: W. E. Anderson, Imperial , 


Trade Correspondent, 32 King-square. 
Saint Jonn. 
Nova SCOTIA: 
Trade Correspondent, 
Halifax. 

NEWFOUNDLAND, ST. 


E. A. Saunders, Imperial 
Board of Trade, 
W. 


JoHN’s: Miss 


Caldwell, M.B.E., Imperial Trade Corre: 


spondent, St. John’s. 
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SHIPPING SURVEY 


D” RING the preliminary investigations undertaken by The 

Builder as part of the Survey of the Canadian market for 
building materials exported from Great Britain, the question 
of transport was raised repeatedly, both by the Government 
Departments concerned and by many manufacturers who were 
either already exporting to Canada or were considering going 
into the Canadian market. It was frequently found to be the 
case that while the price ex works would allow manufacturers 
to compete with North American producers, the addition of 
handling costs, freight and transport charges in Canada could 
prove to be a barrier which could not be overcome except where 
an acute shortage of a specific commodity made price a matter 
of s:condary importance. 

Tariffs are another obstacle when competing with Canadian 
producers, but the preferential treatment enjoyed by U.K. 
manufacturers gives the latter an advantage when competing 
with non-Canadian manufacturers who pay the most favoured 


TABLE I.—TARIFF RATES OF BUILDING MATERIALS (M.O.W.) 














Rate of Duty. 
Goods. Tariff |M.F.N| Pre- Import 
No. % | feren- Restrictions. 
tial. 
— 
| | o 
Tiles, earthenware .. 284 25 i 


Baths, bath-tubs, basins, etc. 289 25 15 
{This heading includes sani- 
tary earthenware.) 


Plate glass 322 25 | 174} Subject to 10% disc. 
if shipped direct 
from U.K. 

Sheet (window) glass 318 10 Free 

Cement (Portland) .-| 290 | 8c per} 5c per 

100 Ib. |100 Ib. 

Metal doors and window | 446a 25 10 

frames. 

Hasps and staples, iron or | 446a ae 10 Import lic. req. 


steel gate latches, iron or 
steel door closers, iron or 
steel casement stays and 


fasteners. 

Apparatus designed for 
cooking or for heating 
buildings :— 


Gas, electricity, coal, wood | 443 22 15 Open gen. lic. for 
or oil burning. goods. 
Gas meters .. 444 30 15 Nil. 

Cast - iron domestic hot 
water boilers, with or with- 
out vitreous enamelled 
finish :— 

Gas, oilor wood burning ..| 446a 25 10 Import lic. req. 
Electric ; 445k 22t 15 | Import lic. req. 
Domestic hot water boilers. According to material. 

of other materials 
Wash boilers of tin with | 352 20 18 Nil. 
copper bottoms. 








Baths, cast-iron ze 

Baths, pressed steel . . 433 20 5 Open gen. lic. for 

Sinks, stainless steel. . U.K. goods. 

Sinks, aluminium «+f 289 25 15 Nil. 

Tray, pressed steel .-| 446a 2 10 Import lic. req. 

Cisterns, cast-iron } 433 20 5 Open gen. lic. for 
» Steel - U.K. goods. 

copper... oof mae 20 | 18 net il. 

» composition According to chief component. 

ime, i ve brass .. «at 352 20 18 net} Nil. 

ocks, shop and plu 5) 

ta ra cll . 446a | 25 10 | Import lic. req. 

Valves, gate, brass and | 352 20 20 Nil. 

copper. 

Porcelain and bakelite ceil- | 445 22$ | 18 net} Nil. 

ing roses. 

Lampholders SS .-| 445 224 | 18net | Import lic. req. 

Tumbler switches, socket | 445k 224 15 Import lic. req. 


outlets and plugs. 





























Manhole covers, etc. ..| 446a | 25 10 | Import lic. req. (but 
not normally diffi- 
cult to obtain). 

Padlocks, brass ‘ oeh Soe 20 | 18net il. 

Hinges, pressed steel .-| 430a 20 5 Nil. 

& 75c | & 75c 
100 Ib. | 100 Ib. 

Locks, iron or steel, not | 446a 25 10 Import lic. req. 

Plated. 

Locks, nickel-plated -+| 3@e¢ 224 15 Nil. 

- oor locks are exempt from 

% Sales tax). 
Nia latches According to materials. 
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nation tariff rates. Table I gives a selection of tariff rates 
and shows the advantage enjoyed by U.K. manufacturers. 

While transport charges from U.K. may be a severe handicap 
in some instances, this is not always the case, as Britain is in 
the fortunate position that the inland road or rail haul to the 
ports is fairly short, and from most of the larger ports there are 
excellent and regular services by sea to most of the Canadian 
ports, whereas many U.S. and Canadian manufacturers are 
forced to ship long distances across the Continent by rail, which 
is a far more costly means of transport. 

Shipment by sea is in some cases affected by climatic condi- 
tions, as the ports on the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence ports 
and Port Churchill are frozen up for long periods, but this does 
not apply to the Pacific and Atlantic seaboards, which have ice- 
free ports the whole of the year. 

A serious difficulty which has to be overcome by many 
British exporters is the question of packing. Faced with the 
possibility of a sea voyage and possibly rail journeys both in 
Britain and Canada, the question of how to minimise the risk 
of loss, damage and breakage is a serious one which must be 
gone into with great care. 

Containers have been suggested, but whereas these have 
proved successful in other trades, their use in the Canadian trade 
at present is considered by carriers to be an uneconomical 
proposition owing to the difficulty of finding commodities to fill 
the containers on the return voyage. It is hoped, however, that 
if, in future, conditions return to normal and general cargo 
is shipped from Canada to U.K., some solution to the problem 
might be found. The present practice of using wooden cases 
and crates is felt to be the most satisfactory, as cardboard and 
fibreboard are in most cases not strong enough. This method 
is, however, fairly expensive as invariably the crates are almost 
valueless in Canada and it is uneconomical to return them to 
this country. 

The North Atlantic steamer routes annually carry a greater 
tonnage than any others in the world and it is therefore natural 
that the North Atlantic services from U.K. to the Atlantic 
seaboard of Canada are the most frequent, providing greater 
regularity and calling at more ports both in this country and in 
Canada than any of the alternative routes. 

Members of the Canadian/North Atlantic Westbound Freight 
Conference operate the services shown in Table II. 


TABLE II.—CANADIAN/NORTH ATLANTIC WEST-BOUND 
FREIGHT CONFERENCE SERVICES. 


Summer Service. 





Port. Winter Service. Frequency . 

LONDON— 
Canadian Pacific 
Canada/U.K. Line 


.. St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montrea!/Quebec Weekly 
. St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. a eee Monthly 
N 


Halifa> 
Cunard Steamship Co., St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec/ Fort- 
Ltd. Halifax, N.S.* nightly 


LIVERPOOL— 

Canadian Pacific ... St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec Weekly 

Canada/U.K. Line... St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec/ Monthly 
Halifax, N.S.* 

Cras Steamship Co., St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec/ Every 10 
Halifax, N.S.* days 

diac Withy & Co., Halifax, N.S./St. John’s, Halifax, N.S./St. Fort- 

Ltd. N.F. John’s, N.F nightly 


MANCHESTER— 
Manchester Liners, Ltd. St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec Weekly 


BRISTOL CHANNEL, INCLUDING CARDIFF— 
Bristol City Line .. St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec/ Fort- 
Donaldson Line Halifax, N.S.* nightly 
SOUTHAMPTON— NO SERVICE 
GLasGow— 


Donaldson Line .. St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. St. John, N.B./ Fort- 


Montreal/Hali- nightly 
fax, N.&.* 
EDINBURGH— NO DIRECT SERVICE 
HuLt— 
Ellerman’s Wilson Line St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. Montreal/Quebec/ Fort- 
Halifax, N.S.* nightly 
NEWCASTLE— 


Cairn-Thomson Line .. 
two or 
three 
weeks. 


. St. John, N.B./Halifax, N.S. rt Halifax, Every 


* Calls at Halifax during the summer season are dependent upon the availability 
of cargo. 
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The disadvantage of shipping to the Atlantic szaboard is that 
the most important manufacturing regions of Canada and U.S.A. 
are in the east (Quebec and Ontario provinces) and this places 
British manufacturers at a disadvantage in the matter of trans- 
portation, as they will in many cases be faced by an equivalent 
rail haul on top of the long sea voyage and the transhipment 
costs. Table III gives some idea of the freight rates for various 
building materials from U.K. ports to Canada. They are the 
contract rates, but shippers who for any reason do not have a 
contract with the North Atlantic Shipping Conference have to 
pay non-contract rates that are approximately 20 per cent. 
higher. 

To overcome the disadvantage of having to tranship cargoes 
destined for the areas around the Great Lakes several foreign 
shipping companies operate a Great Lakes service. There is at 
present only one line, the Fjell Line, calling regularly at a U.K. 
port, and this service operates from London to St. John, Montreal 
and the Great Lakes ports fortnightly during the season, from 
April to October. Other companies call at London and other 
U.K. ports if there is sufficient inducement. The St. Lawrence 
canals, through which vessels must pass to enter the Great 


TABLE IlI.—RATES OF FREIGHT U.K./MONTREAL 








Tue following rates are quoted by the Canadian/North Atlantic West 
bound Freight Conference, for freight U.K. /Montreal :-— 
Tiles and building tiles oan alll 


Tiles packed : te Se oe a 65/- w. 
Unglazed tiles packed ae si oa fe ca x0 == OW, 
Loose ge or as hs ies a oe 85/- w. 


Sanitary earthenware— 


Baths packed and cisterns packed 85/- w. 
Closets— 
Packed 85/- w. 
Loose 100/- w. 
Latrines— 
Packed ae sg = si sie i 585 57/6 
Loose .. ss i on _ a3 sie 715/- 
Lavatory basins— 
Packed = xs os éz “3 = i 85/- w. 
Loose a is a .- 100/- w. 
Lavatory urirals— 
Packed oe 85/- w. 
Loose .. . 100/- w. 
Sinks (not acid- -resisting ‘chemical stoneware nitrating pans) 100/- w. 
Fittings (not metal) and N.O.S.— 
Not exceeding 160 cu. ft. per 20 cwt. du ps a 85/- 
Exceeding 160 cu. ft. per 20 cwt.  .. sts a8 <, S76 
Asbestos cement sheets— 
Unglazed— 
Packed a sss “ie 7 in se si 57/6 w. 
Unpacked : ae ae ot fe .. 70/-w. 
Glazed packed 90/- w. 
Wallboards— 
Plaster wallboards and wallboards... oti Aa 6 75/- w. 
Plastic wallboards si - oa _ 53 : 120/- 
or 24 ad val. 
Pipes and tubes— 
Iron or steel, N.O.S., unflanged, up to 8 in. bore and up to 
30 ft. in length— 
Cast *45/- w. 
Wrought or welded *45/- w. 
Riveted ‘ oh a < _ s co eG W. 
Wooden doors, common .. se re = a -- 50/- 
Window frames— 
Tron or steel te ts oe aes a oF ss 165/- 
Aluminium * ste ae ES i ee 75/- 
Bronze... ‘ 85/- 
Window glass—common structural, not tinted or coloured— 
Not exceeding 60 cu. ft. per ton ee ee : 45/- w 
Not exceeding 80 cu. ft. per ton 50/- w 
Exceeding 80 cu. ft. per ton 65/- Ww 
Paints, N.O.S.—not dry, in kegs or barrels— 

Not exceeding £75, value per ton ae ee = ie 80/- 
Exceeding £75 value per ton a be : 100 /- 
Zinc white in kegs or barrels sig : .. 65/- w. 
Zinc white and paints, N. 0. S., in tins or cans packed 105/- w. 


The rates marked “ w.”’ are ‘charged per ton weight, all other rates being 
per freight ton of 40 cu. ft. or 20 cwt., or percentum ad valorem where 
indicated, at ship’s option, whichever yields most freight. 


RATES OF FREIGHT U.K./PoRT CHURCHILL 
Rates similar to the U.K./Montreal rates given above are quoted by 
R. S. Dalgliesh, Ltd., shipbrokers, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, for their regular 
service (late summer only) from Newcastle to Port Churchill (the Hudson 
Bay route). Cargo is carried approximately 1,000 miles further west with 
considerable saving on internal rail rates to destinations in the Middle 
West. The season is, however, a short one only. 


* 5/— per ton extra if flanged. per ton extra for 


If exceeding 30 ft. in length, 1/= 


each aciditional foot or part of a foot. 


July 7 1950 


Lakes, limit the size of vessels used on this service to approxi- 
mately 2,800 tons d.w. on a draft of not more than 14 ft., and 
this, together with the short season, at present results in these 
vessels being booked up well in advance with valuable cargoes 
paying high freights, and bulky cargoes that can only stand low 
freight rates are therefore not always welcomed. There would 
clearly seem to be an opportunity for a British service of small 
vessels operating a regular service from British ports and using 
the St. Lawrence canals and the Great Lakes—such a line could 
carry goods to the U.S. ports (Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee, 
Chicago and even Duluth) as well as to the Canadian Great 
Lakes ports, Port Arthur and Fort William, so serving Ontario 
and the Prairie Provinces. 

One disadvantage is that the shipping companies operating 
the Great Lakes services are not members of the North Atlantic 
Shipping Conference; consequently shippers who also use 
Conference lines normally have to pay the non-contract freight 
rates when using Conference service. 

While the Great Lakes service is the most economical way of 
reaching the Canadian Prairie Provinces, the immense size of 
the country makes it profitable to operate a service through the 
Hudson Bay to Port Churchill, 1,000 miles west of Montreal, 
The season is very short, usually six weeks, with one or more 
sailings as required by the volume of cargo, the vessels now used 
being approximately 10,000 t.d.w. The owners, Messrs. R. §. 
Dalgliesh, Ltd., operating this service are members of the North 
Atlantic Shipping Conference, and the freight rates to Port 
Churchill are in almost every case comparable to the Conference 
Ocean Rates given in Table III for Montreal. 

Exporters who trade with the Western Provinces of Canada 
have a great advantage over manufacturers in the Eastern 
regions of Canada and U.S.A. in the matter of transport. The 
trans-continental rail-haul is far more expensive in the case of 
bulky goods than the long sea voyage from Britain to Vancouver, 
despite the high Panama Canal dues which have to be paid, and 
from Vancouver commodities can be distributed to all areas on 
the West Coast. 

The services at present operated from U.K. ports to Vancouver 
are shown in Table IV together with the corresponding freight 
rates. 

The voyage takes from five to six weeks, and in some cases it 
may be necessary to provide extra packing to protect the goods 
from damage due to the changes in climatic conditions resulting 
from the passage through the tropics. 


TABLE IV.—RATES OF FREIGHT U.K./VANCOUVER. 
Tue United Kingdom/Canadian North Pacific Freight Association quote 





the following rates for freight f.o.b. U.K. Conference loading ports (as * 


specified) to Vancouver, B.C., via Panama Canal. 


Tiles, all kinds except plastic ‘and rubber —packed 60/- 
unpacked .. 80/- 
Sanitary earthenware —packed in tapered crates .. 240/-w 
packed otherwise 4 60/- 
Glass, window transparent (not plate glass, not coloured) aie 60/- w. 
Asbestos cement sheets and slates, flatorcorrugated .. es 715/- w. 
Steel roofing sheets, asbestos covered os ae ae a 75/- Ww. 
Wallboards (not plastic)— 
Measurement not exceeding 60 cu. ft. per ton Ns .. 105/- w 
3 exceeding 60 cu. ft. per ton as .. 155/-w. 
Cement in bags Sc 50/- w. 
Cast-iron pipes, unpacked, up to 4 in. internal diameter. . ae 55/- Ww. 
Door frames, steel and aluminium ae xt .-  70/- 
Window frames, steel and aluminium .. “ = .- 90/- 
bronze .. ‘ ae ae ae ss, LES/- 
Locks and builder’s hardware .. 150/- 
or 24% 
Electric cookers re <3 ot 7 ne aa «« WOT 
Domestic refrigerators . he ae ore -- 110/- 
Paint, flash point 93° F. and over— 
Value not exceeding £75 per ton weight 100/- 
120/- 


» exceeding £75 per ton weight : ss ae 

Paint, flash point under 93°F... 160/- 

Services at present being operated by the Conference Lines are as follows 
Donaldson Line from Glasgow and Liverpool at three to 
four weekly intervals. 
2. Furness Line from Manchester at three weekly intervals. 

3. Royal Mail Lines from London at three to four weekl) 
intervals, also from Middlesbrough and South Wales when sufficien! , 
inducement is offering. 

The time occupied on the voyage is from five to six weeks. 
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Air view from north-west. Below: View from south-east showing ward blocks. 


SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL FOR VETERANS, TORONTO, ONT. 


ALLWARD AND GOUINLOCK, ARCHITECTS 


puis hospital, a treatment centre for disabled Canadian Affairs and the appointed architects, Messrs. Allward and 
soldiers of two wars, is the result of seven years’ Gouinlock, the founder of which firm, the late Walter All- 
planning and building by the Department of Veterans’ ward, was the designer cf the Vimy Ridge memorial to the 











THE BUILDER 





View from entrance garden. 


Canadian troops who lost their lives in the 1914-1918 war. 
The original scheme, laid down in 1943, has been carried 
through in stages with remarkably few alterations. 

The site, on high ground overlooking the city and Lake 
Ontario, donated by the estate of the late J. Kilgour, 
is roughly 600 ft. from north to south and 3,000 ft. from 
west to east. On it have been built: An active treatment 
unit for 750 patients; an up-patients’ building for 250 
ambulatory patients and for general recreational use; an 
out-patients’ clinical building; a psychiatric unit of 150 
beds; a residence for 300 nurses; staff residence for 100 
male and 50 female staff; buildings for essential services, 
e.g., Sub-station, boiler-house, laundry; factory for the 


manufacture of orthopedic and surgical appliances, with 
fitting and exercise rooms: a hospital maintenance depart- 
ment was planned in this building; gymnasium, with small 
swimming pool for treatment purposes; chapel to seat 120; 
and a gate lodge. Work is now nearly completed on a 
biological test building for small animals and on a bus 
terminal. 

The first contract let was to the Redfern Construction 
Company, Ltd., of Toronto, and this firm gained all the 
subsequent contracts. All these structures were erected 
to a master plan, and much attention has been paid to 
the massing and grouping of the various units. The 
buildings are steel framed and a grey manganese brick 
has been used externally, with 
Queenston limestone dress- 
ings. All windows in patients’ 
accommodation are  double- 
glazed. Special attention was 
paid to the nurses’ residence, 
since many of the nursing 
sisters regard Sunnybrook as 
their home for many years. The 
dietary needs of this large 
institution have been well pro- 
vided for. An _ excellently 
equipped and _ conveniently 
arranged central kitchen, with 
a capacity of 5,€00 meals, 
serves the entire institution. The 
whole2 project, which takes care 








Nurses’ residence. 


of 1,450 patients, has been car- 
ried through under conditions 
which have been far from 
simple, by the unflagging efforts 
of clients, engineers, contrac- 
tors and sub-contractors, work- 
ing under the guidance of the 
architects. The result is a 
building which is the most up- 
to-date of its kind, and one 
which is a positive addition to 
world hospital architecture. 
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Typical dayroom. 
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Photograph by Warner Bros. 


View from north-west. 


CuT-AWAY SECTION TO SHOW 
J part OF INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
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CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION GRANDSTAND, TORONTO, ONTARIO 
MARANI AND MORRIS, ARCHITECTS. GORDON L. WALLACE, CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


OMPLETED in 1949 by the City of Toronto, this 
structure is dual purpose; primarily it is an integral 

part of the Annual Exhibition, but also serves as a civic 
sports centre. Service accommodation is planned for both 
purposes ; 808 ft. long, 153 ft. deep and 75 ft. high, there 
are four levels. 22,000 seats are provided. The vertical 
stone-covered concrete pylons are structural members 
forming an anchor hinge at the top for the roof trusses. 
Special attention has been paid to colour and lighting. 
Construction began in April, 1947, and the Pigott Con- 
struction Company had the work sufficiently forward to 
allow the stand to be used for the 1948 Exhibition in August. 





West elevation. 
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Photographs by C.N. Railways. 





THE BUILDER 





View from N.E. on Dorchester-street. The two-storey building across East-street forms the base for the future 27-storey office building. 


INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AIRCRAFT BUILDING, MONTREAL 
G. F. DRUMMOND, CHIEF ARCHITECT TO CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 


yes building for the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (I.C.A.O.) was opened last month. 
Planned by the Architect’s Office of Canadian National 
Railways on behalf of the Organisation, the building 
provides, in addition to the Conference area and eight 
floors of offices, a city headquarters for the various 
airlines using Montreal Airport. Entrance to the Airlines 
concourse is from Dorchester-street, and passengers, 
having checked in at the appropriate ticket office, descend 
by escalator to the lower ground floor whence trans- 

















portation leaves for Dorval. The concourse is hand- 
somely finished in terrazzo and marbles, and_ special 
attenticn has been paid to the lighting. Mechanical 
services are situated in the basement. 

Upper floors provide office accommodation, while on 
the tenth floor is the Conference Area. Here, in addition 
to a large reception area and a number of lesser rooms, 
is housed the main Council Chamber which is beautifully 
furnished and lit, and is fitted with an elaborate system of 
telephones and wiring which enable translations! of the 
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Plan at 10th floor (I.C.A.O. Council Room level). 
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Night view of entrance to Airlines concourse from Dorchester-street plaza. 
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The Seaforth Armoury, Vancouver. 





Lumby High School, British Columbia. 


TWO BRITISH COLUMBIA BUILDINGS. McCARTER AND NAIRNE, ARCHITECTS 
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Photograph by Rice and Bell. 


A PUBLISHING PLANT, TORONTO, ONT. 


ESIGNED for the Maclean-Hunter Publishing Co., 
Ltd., of Toronto, the building is the most up-to-date 
printing plant in Canada. Completed in 24 months by 
the Foundation Company of Canada, it occupies a 24-acre 
site on Yonge-street. The steel frame is based on concrete 
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The main elevation. 











piers and is brick-filled. Foundations going down 44 ft. 
and independent of the floor carry the very heavy presses. 
Particular attention was given to finishes of working space, 
washrooms, etc., and also to lighting. One press-room 
window section is 160 ft. by 20 ft. On the west side special 
heat-absorbing glass has been used. The roof, of precast 
light-weight concrete, can be flooded for cooling. 
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A living-room at Thorncrest Village, designed by E. C. S. Cox, architect. 











A fireplace group in a living-room with built-in units designed by the architect-owner, R. H. Crawford, M.R.A.I.C. 


TWO LIVING-ROOMS, ONTARIO 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Luncheon to Sir John Sykes 


FHOSE who attended a luncheon given at 
the Savoy, on Monday, by the Mayor 
of Westminster, Councillor W. Eric Rice, 
C.B.E., J.P., were rewarded by some excellent 
ches, notably by Lord Inskip (the Lord 
Chancellor), Lord Mersey and by Mr. Rice 
fiimself. The occasion was to honour Sir 
John Sykes, K.C.B., who was retiring after 
25 years as chairman of the St. Margaret’s 
(Westminster) Bench. The Lord Chancellor, 
jn addition to paying a handsome tribute 
to the Judiciary, revealed that some years 
ago he had made an offer to the Dean and 
Chapter of Westminster to remove from the 
‘Abbey to St. John’s, Smith-square, all 
memorials at present in the Abbey which, 
by their lack of aesthetic quality or by rea- 
son of inappropriateness, were occupying 
space. So great was the pressure on the 
Abbey that the memorial to Mr. Roosevelt 
was positively the last for which there now 
was room. Lord Jowitt also put forward 
the suggestion that instead of reinstating the 
“deplorable” fountain in  Parliament- 
square, the Rodin sculpture which at present 
was largely lost in its Tower Gardens site 
should be given the place of honour in the 
replanned square. 

Sir John Sykes, in returning thanks to the 
Mayor for his hospitality, mentioned the 
work of the licensing benches which, he 
said, by their wise insistence on high stand- 
ards of accommodation had done much to 
decrease drunkenness and to promote that 
good fellowship which the public-house 
existed to foster. 


Festival of Britain. 

THE APPOINTMENT Of Mr. Howard V. 

Lobb, F.R.I.B.A., as Controller of Construc- 
tion for the South Bank site of the Festival 
of Britain may be taken as signifying that 
the final stage of the building programme 
is now in hand. Mr. Lobb has, of course, 
been associated with the work from the 
beginning as chairman of the Council of 
Architecture, Town Planning and Building 
Research, and this new post is, in a sense, 
a development of the committee stage. The 
Festival is fortunate in securing his services 
as co-ordinator of the complex programme of 
building work. 
‘Mr. Lobb’s private practice continues and 
he has taken as partner Mr. F. G. Frizzell, 
A.R.ILB.A.. whose work for the Miners’ 
Welfare Commission (for which he was, 
until lately, Architect to the Northern Divis- 
jon) is well known... The style of the firm 
will be Howard Lobb and Partners; the 
address remains 20, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


Police Architectural Appointments Open. 

. DETAILS are given in our advertisement 
columns of vacancies in the Chief Archiect 
and Surveyor’s department, New Scotland 
Yard, for architects and surveyors to join 
groups engaged in thé preparation of plans 
for houses, hostels, police stations, garages, 
etc. Appointments are temporary but are 
expected to last for some years. 


L.M.B.A. Golf Dinner. 

WuaT must rank as one of the most suc- 
cessful and enjoyable occasions connected 
with the building industry since the war, 
took place at the Savoy Hotel; London, on 
June 29, when the London Master Builders’ 
Association Golfing Society held its first 
annual dinner. Under the chairmanship of 
Mr. R. R. Costain, C.BE., F.I.0.B., who 
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this year is President of the L.M.B.A. and 
captain of the Society, members and guests 
negotiated the formidable course(s) without 
getting bunkered; and the speeches which 
followed lacked nothing in wit and suit- 
ability to the occasion. 

Mr. Costain paid tribute to the efforts on 
behalf of the Society of Mr. Dudley F. Cox 
and Mr. P. H. Bates, and Mr. W. R. Fisher, 
M.A., F.R.I.B.A., captain of the R.I.B.A. 
Golfing Society, who proposed the toast of 
“The L.M.B.A. Society,” acknowledged the 
opportunities which the annual fixture 
afforded architects and builders to meet in 
circumstances somewhat less harassing than 
those of the building site. 

Mr. John Watson, P-P.R.I.C.S., who re- 
plied for the guests, denied that he was a 
golfer “in the generally accepted sense of 
the word,” and proceeded in his inimitable 
style to delight the company with recollec- 
tions of his experiences on the links at Troon 
and on a train from Paddington to Didcot 
(and beyond). 

The evening was interspersed with some 
droll stories and character sketches by Will 
Gardner which set the seal on the first of 
what is hoped will be a long series of similar 
events. 


Professional Announcements. 


MEssrRs. Westwoop, Sons AND HARRISON, 
FF.R.I.B.A have moved from 3, Raymond- 
buildings, oat Inn, to 46, Baker- street, W.1 (tel., 
Welbeck 06 

EDWARD 4 Mus, F.R.I.B.A., F.RS§.A., 


announces that from July 10 next his ’practice will 
be carried on from 16, Carlisle-street, Soho-square, 
London, W,1 (tel., Gerrard 9305-6). 


COMING ve 


Friday, July 

“Tue BuILDeR.’ immehean - which the Minis- 
ter of Works and the Secretary for Overseas Trade 
will introduce The Builder Survey of Canadian 
Construction. The Savoy Hotel, W. 1 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL -ASSOCIATION.—Dinner and recep- 
tion to be attended by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lloyd 
Wright, A.A,, 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 7 p.m. 

Monday, July 10. 

POLYTECHNIC, REGENT-STREET (SCHOOL OF PuHOTO- 
GRAPHY).—Exhibition of students’ work to be opened 
by Sir Harold Scott. 309, Regent-street. 10 a.m.- 
7 p.m. daily. Continuing until July 14. 

Tuesday, July 11. 

‘A.A. Dramatic Socrety.—Play “prodution, ‘‘ This 
Way to the Tomb.” King George’s Hall, Adeline- 
place, W.C.1. Other performances on July 12 and 
13. 7.30 p.m. 

NotTInGHAM COLLEGE oF ART AND Crarts.—Opening 
of exhibition of work of the School of Architec- 
ture. Tennyson Hall, Lohan agen ig a 
ham. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continuing until July 13. 

(L.M.B.A. = Area No > pens gene- 
ral meetin Rag Mr. tain, Presi- 
dent, L.M. Berkeley hon Putney. 2 p.m. 

Hovsina a Trust.—“ Social Problems of 
Housing,” by Mr. Arthur Collis, 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

British STANDARDS InstrTUTION.—A.G.M. BS.I., 
24, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 12. 

eenrees Area No. 1).—A meeting at 

R. Costain, C.B.E., president, 
wilt be present. Luncheon precedes, 
Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington High- 
street, W.8. 12.45 p.m. 

A.T.C.—Annual meeting to be addressed by the 
RE yo R. R. Stokes, M.P., Minister of Works. 
Council Chamber, R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
2.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF 
2 Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1. 

Thursday, July 13. 

L.M.B.A.—Party of senior boys from Harrow 
School to visit Festival of Britain site on South 
Bank. 2.30 p.m. 

Friday, July 14. 

ARCHITECTURAL AssocrATion.—Annual _ pri iving 
and —e and an address by —, -— 
Wright. Bedford-square, W.C.1. 3.30 p X- 
hibition will remain open until July 27. 

Roya, Cottece or Art.—Opening of exhibition of 
work by staff and students of the College. B.A. 
Galleries, Suffolk-street, §.W.1. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
daily. Continuing until July 29. 

INstITUTION oF SANITARY ‘ENGINEERS.—Annual sum- 
mer meeting. Engineers’ Club, 17, Albert-square, 
Manchester 2. 1.30 p.m. Meeting concludes on 
following day. 


L.M.B.A. 
Mr. 


WeELDING.—Twenty-seventh A.G.M. 
p.m. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


A Measured Drawings Prize 

THE GEORGIAN Group cffers a prize of 
£25 for the best set of Measured Drawings 
of a Georgian building. The purpose is to 
encourage the study of Georgian architecture 
and the measuring of buildings. The 
assessors will be Messrs. Godfrey Allen, 
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. (nominated by the 
R.I.B.A.), Marshall Sisson, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 
(nominated by the President of the Royal 
Academy), and S. E. Dykes Bower, F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A, (nominated by |‘ the Georgian 
Group). The competition will be open to 
any student of any School of Architecture 
in England and Wales recognised for exemp- 
tion from the R.I:B.A. Intermediate Exam- 
ination, or the R.I.B.A. Intermediate and 
Final Examinations, who on June 1, 1950, 
had not passed the R.I.B.A. Final or equiva- 
lent Examination and was not over the age 
of 25. Drawings must be delivered to the 
office of the Georgian Group, 27, Grosvenor- 
place, London, S.W.1 (from where details 
are obtainable), not later than midday on 
October 16 next. 


George Eliot Memorial Garden 


WINNERS have been announced in the 
competition for the George Eliot Memorial 
Garden, which is to be constructed in the 
central area of Nuneaton and will form the 
borough’s contribution to the Festival of 
Britain. The competition, which was- 
promoted by Nuneaton Borough Council, 
was open to members of the Institute of 
Landscape Architects. Winners have been 
chosen by the assessor, Mr. H. F. Clark 
(supervisor of landscape work for the 1951 
Festival), as follows: ist—Miss Mary 
Braendle and Mr. Ronald H. Sims, student 
members of the I.L.A.; 2nd—Mr. A. 
Hedley Richmond, A.LL,.A.; 3rd.—Miss 
Brenda Colvin, F.I.L.A., and Miss Sylvia 
Crowe, F.I.L.A. 


OBITUARY 


Professor Eliel Saarinen. 

We announce with regret the death at the 
age of 76 of Professor Eliel Saarinen, Hon. 
Doctor of Architecture and City Planning 
of the University of Michigan and Director 
of the Department of Architecture and City 
Planning of the Cranbrook Academy of Art. 

In January this year H.M. the King, on 
the advice of the R.I.B.A., conferred upon 
Professor Saarinen the Royal Gold Medal 
for Architecture. He also held the Gold 
Medal of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects. Born in Finland, Professor Saarinen 
had lived and worked in the U.S.A. since 
1923 and was an American citizen. His 
professional life began when his firm (which 
he started while still at school) won the com- 
petition for the Tallberg apartment building 
at Helsinki. His best-known European build- 
ing is Helsinki railway station (1905-14). 

He designed a number of important build- 
ings in the States, the best known of the 
more recent being the Summer Opera House 
at Tanglewood, Massachusetts. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1850 


Saturday, July 6, 1850. 

STRIKE ON SOUTH EASTERN RAILway.—The 
engineering workmen at the Bricklayer’s 
Arms and Deptford stations, 35 in number, 
and comprising smiths, carpenters, copper- 
smiths, etc., as ‘well as engineers, have struck 
work in consequence of a notice of reduc- 
tion of wages from 38s. to 34s., 36s. to 33s., 
and 34s. 6d. to 30s. a week, suggested by a 
new manager. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


Building and Nationalisation 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—On __ reading _ the N.F.B.T.O. 
memorandum on the nationalisation of 
the building industry, I note that the only 
inducements to gain the support of the 
operatives is the introduction of a guaranteed 
week and the cessation of casual employ- 
ment. The fact that no criticism is made in 
the memorandum of the organisation of the 
industry is significant. Why nationalise to 
introduce a guaranteed week? 

Even to attempt to eliminate casual 
employment, two fundamentals are necessary 
—work and a fully mobile, passive labour 
force. The first can be obtained, but not 
the second. 

My impression of the memorandum is that 
the industry would remain very much the 
same, except that in future the Ministry of 
Building would be at the head. Who would 
finance this vast Ministry, with its corpora- 
tion, regional and local offices? Would 
there be ‘any profit when the incentive of 
private ownership is removed? The scheme 
means that over the head of, and in addi- 
tion to, our present industry there would 
be created an unnecessary, unwieldy, costly, 
indecisive and tea-drinking bureaucracy. 

Why nationalise an efficient, competitive 
industry?" 

S. J. Lewis, L.I.0.B. 

22, Beach-road, Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy, Manchester, 21. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—The article on this matter in your 


issue of June 30 states that “The 
[N.F.B.T.O.] executive’s proposals for 
nationalisation of the building industry 


were unanimously accepted on June 21 by 
the delegates; representing some 500,000 
members of the building trade unions.” This 
is very enlightening, since a further known 
three quarters of a million workers in the 
industry have had no say in the matter, 
neither have all the technical staffs up and 
down the country. 

It would seem that the architect of this 
scheme is Mr. Coppock, and, if we are to 
take notice of him and all that he says, 
especially his gross mis-statement about the 
shortage of cement recently, to which so 
many people in so many public papers gave 
the lie, then the sooner the building industry 
is nationalised and he is appointed the head 
of the whole affair at about £10,000 per 
annum, the sooner will our fears be set at 
rest and complete chaos reign throughout 
the trade. All those restrictive practices 
built up by the Trade Unions over so many 
years can then be put down without loss of 
face to Union officials. 

A. W. Norvitt, M.1LC.W. 

99, Bargate-close, 

New Malden, Surrey. 


Housing and the Municipal Engineer 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
GIR,—The letter from Mr. ‘Leonard C. 

Howitt, President, the City and Borough 
Architects’ Society, in your issue of June 23, 
raises matters which have for long required 
ventilation. 


THE BUILDER 


It was the efforts of all men and women of 
good will in the professions and in the indus- 
try, and also in the local government elec- 
torate over the last 30 years or so that have 
placed the official architect in his present 
position. But those who worked for this 
result were not willing that the official archi- 
tect alone should ride on horseback while 
complementary professions of quantity sur- 
veying and structural engineering should 
march on foot. 


The position of the official architect in 
claiming responsibility for the production of 
bills of quantities and structural designs can- 
not be justified. There are no quantity sur- 
veyors or structural engineers holding chief 
appointments in their professions in the local 
government service. 


The following question might very well be 
addressed to city, borough and housing archi- 
tects: Are the bills of quantities and struc- 
tural designs for which you are nominally 
responsible undertaken by quantity surveyors 
and structural engineers subordinate to you? 


I venture to suggest that all the replies 
would be in the affirmative, and would fur- 
nish more useful information than the 
answers to Mr. Howitt’s question, as to the 
number of authorities whose technical- 
professional departments are in need of 
reorganisation. 


If the architects now in the saddle acted 
with a little more grace in this matter they 
could only add to the number of their sup- 
porters. For the claims of the architect still 
require pressing, and there are many anoma- 
lies outstanding. 

C. R, VinycoMs. 

Plymouth. 


Quantity Surveyors and Commercial 
Firms 
To THE EpitTor oF The Builder 


IR,—I believe that the remarks made by 
“Independent Q.S.” do exhibit some 
ignorance of quantity surveying. To say 
that the basic task of quantity surveying is 
the mere preparation of bills of quantities 
is a great understatement. The _pre- 
paration of a bill of quantity is but 
the - first part of a .building contract. 
To most practising quantity surveyors this 
is the easiest task. The preparation of 
interim, penultimate and final certificates 
requires considerable experience. The 
preparation and settlement of the final 
account is, I believe, the most difficult task 
of all, especially to-day when there are so 
many legal aspects to a contract in regard 
to price variations, statutory changes in 
transport costs, delay in the delivery of 
materials and the complexity of labour. 


The professional quantity surveyor who 
goes over to the commercial side (and this 
is a very important factor in present-day 
building affairs) surely, like the leopard, 
does not change his spots. What was good 
enough for him in the professional office is 
of even greater importance in the com- 
mercial office. Builders’ quantities would 
under no circumstances satisfy his profes- 
sional mind. As to those employed in con- 
tracting offices and wholly unacquainted 
with quantity surveying, one might un- 
justly accuse them of using unorthodox 
methods, but is it not a step in the right 
direction for an Institute to make its aim 
the education of these personnel in profes- 
sional matters? The aim of the General 
Secretary of the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors, in his letter to you, was to point 
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out that whereas the R.I.C.S. did not make 
any’ provision for these members, ‘the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors was doing 
its utmost to ensure that they have a reason- 
able opportunity to improve their position, 
ic., to become competent to meet profes. 
sional quantity surveyors without loss of 
prestige. 


With all due respect I think that 
“Independent Q.S.” is unaware of the fact 
that many contracts which are of £1,500 or 
less do not warrant the preparation of bills 
of quantities from the architect, but the 
builders frequently approach smaller firms 
of quantity surveyors and ask them whether 
they would not mind preparing quantities 
for them. Alternatively, qualified quantity 
surveyors in the employ of contractors take 
out true bills of quantities and do not resort 
to builders’ methods. 


Referring to the remarks previously made 
regarding certificates and final accounts, if 
it is conceded that the skill of the quantity 
surveyor is exercised in a greater measure 
with these tasks, then the quantity surveyor 
in the employ of a contractor is using as 
much skill as the professional quantity 
surveyor. 


Perhaps, with all due deference, I might 
suggest that “Independent Q.S.” has not 
viewed the profession as a whole but from 
a rather circumscribed stand-point. 

“INCORPORATED Q.S.” 

London, S.E. 


To THE EpitTor oF The Builder. 
IR,—No employed quantity surveyor is 
unbiased. 
Wo. Dov-e. 
Kenton, Harrow. 
+s This correspondence must now be closed.—Ep, 


Responsibility for Curbs 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


GIR,—With reference to the query regard- 

ing “ Responsibility for Curbs,” appear- 
ing on p. 854 of The Builder for June 23, I 
would be glad if you would confirm the 
answer given, i.e. that the contractor’s only 
duty and liability is for the fixing of the 
article supplied by the nominated supplier. 


I myself hold the contrary view, i.e. that 
the contractor has the responsibility of see- 
ing that the article is up to the standard 
specified. I feel my view is supported by 
Walker-Smith and Close in the annotated 
edition of “The Standard.Form of Building 
Contract,” in which on p. 94 appears the 
statement:— 


“Apart from these restrictions (i.e. 
method of payment), the position as be- 
tween the Contractor and a nominated Sup- 
plier is identical to that which would exist 
as between a Contractor and any other sup- 
plier of goods and materials not nominated 
by the Architect.” 


As an example, a contractor took delivery 
and fixed defective doors from a nominated 
supplier; these doors were later agreed by 
all parties as below the standard specified 
and were replaced free of any additional 
charge, and the contractor was required to 
rehang, fix ironmongery and paint also free 
of charge. If your legal correspondent is 
correct, this does not seem a fair decision 
and your views would be appreciated. 


““CHARTERED Q.S.” 


», Other views from our readers would be of 
interest.—Eb. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


Professor Alvar Aalto’s Address 


MPHERE was a crowded meeting at the 
home of the Architectural Association, 
36, Bedford-square, W.C.1, on June 26, to 
hear an address by Professor Alvar Aalto. 
The Finnish Ambassador was among those 
present. Mr. S. E. T. -Cusdin,. O.BE., 
A.R.I.B.A. (President), was in the chair. 

PROFESSOR AALTO said he had first visited 
England in 1939, when almost the only 
English phrase he knew was Good-bye. 
Good-bye might then have been said to much 
that had dominated architecture in the past 
because architecture was getting more pro- 
gressive, constructional and. rational. To- 
day, he did not know what the architecture 
of the world was, but architects were all 
members of one team. Architecture might 
have something to do, to-day, to help in the 
world’s cultural crisis. The present genera- 
tion had been brought up in a school where 
Rousseau, Voltaire and -perhaps Marx and 
Engels had been the dominant philosophers, 
and we all believed in some future of free- 
dom, political, social and economic, for the 
human race; but as time went on human 
beings became more and more enslaved. We 
had all been brought up in a kind of opti- 
mism : we believed there was something be- 
yond the hills that we might reach presently. 
Many old ideals had been realised to-day, 
but was it possible to extend to the many 
what had been the privilege of only a few? 
He thought not. He was not able to solve 
world problems : he made a study of what 
he called flexible architecture. 

Then followed an exhibition of 4 great 
number of lantern slides. The first of these 
was the plan of a building. The plan 
resembled the wards of a key. It was the 
plan of a’ museum, built as a corridor with 
halls opening out of it on one side. The 
main door was at the point where the stem 
of the apparent key joined the wards, and 
on entering the building the visitor could 
see the various halls with a placard showing 
what each contained, e.g., mineralogy, ship- 
building, etc. Each hall opening from 
the corridor could be lengthened as desired : 
thus the museum could be a living, biologi- 
cal thing following human culture. 

Other slides showed Finland as a country 
of mountain, lake and forest. They showed 
also the work of reconstruction going on 
during the war and since. They included a 
plan for the rebuilding of the chief city of 
Finland, which had been almost entirely 
destroyed. A city grew, said the lecturer, at 
the periphery and in the centre. Centre and 
periphery had both to be considered in city 
planning. This plan showed the land 
reserved for the subsequent growth of the 
City. 

One slide showed a factory in the woods. 
The lecturer said this was a war-time effort, 
and was the only factory in the world where 
the raw material grew virtually inside the 
factory. Houses were made there to be 
taken to places that had been heavily 
bombed. They were simply planned: for 
transport a house could be* loaded on a 
lorry. 

Showing the plan of a luxurious house 
built just before the war, the lecturer said 
luxurious housing was right if we used it as 
a laboratory and testing ground to see what 


could be done with materials and forms:of . 


construction. 
Among things illustrated on the screen was 
the method of building houses of standard- 


ised parts fitted together. Windows and 
hinges were among the things that had been 
standardised. | When the standardising of 
hinges began there were 60 different types on 
the market, and when produced the standard 
hinge was the result of a year-and-a-half’s 
work by the Institute of Standardisation. 


The last slide showed prefabricated steps 
of which the treads and risers could be adap- 
ted to the particular building where the steps 
were to be used. Steps, said the lecturer, 
were the soul of architecture; where there 
were no good steps there was no good archi- 
tecture. These prefabricated steps were so 
designed that when fitted to a building treads 
and risers could be adjusted to the dimensions 
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required. When mentioning these steps in a 
lecture, he -had beén reminded shat When 
Dante entered the Inferno, the first thing he 
had noticed was the disproportion of the 
steps. 

Discussion. 

Mr. J. M. RICHARDS, proposing a vote of 
thanks to Professor Aaito said that Professor 
Aalto’s way of talking reflected exactly the 
qualities we had come to value in his archi- 
tecture—it was entirely functional in 
approach but entirely organic in result. His 
work showed how far one could go in 
developing the mechanical and _ scientific 
qualities of modern architecture and yet in- 
crease its human possibilities. 

Mr. C. S. MARDALL: seconded. Professor 
Aalto, he said, like all great creative archi- 
tects, was architect, artist and philosopher 
all in one. 





NEW BUILDINGS FOR FRENCH RAILWAYS 
By J. Grindrod, B.A.(Com.) 


J)URING the war more than half the 144 

large engine sheds belonging to the 
French Railways were completely destroyed 
and have since had to be rebuilt. In the 
work of reconstruction advantage has been 
taken of modern ideas and _ technique, 
and buildings specially designed for the 
purpose are now available in France for the 
upkeep of locomotives. Each engine-house, 
in itself, constitutes an industrial establish- 
ment employing a fairly large working 
force. 

The main considerations in designing these 
modern-type engine sheds, however, have 
been the provision of maximum accommo- 
dation for the efficient overhaul, repair and 
servicing of locomotives, and circular build- 
ings with engine bays running from the 
centre to the circumference have been 
deemed the most satisfactory. This layout 
has been generally applied throughout the 
country. 

Typical of the new engine round-houses 
is that at Avignon, on the Paris-Lyons-Mar- 
seilles line, which links the three largest 
French cities. Every train stops at Avig- 
non and the engine shed has accommoda- 
tion for more than 150 locomotives. It 


Typical example of new French locomotive sheds, 





has been totally rebuilt since the war, the 
old iron-framed shed being replaced by a 
construction of reinforced concrete specially 
designed by the technical department of 
the French Railways. ‘Within this reinforced 
concrete framework large glass windows 
provide excellent light inside the building, 
and are constructed in such a way that a 
current of air striking the building from any 
direction creates a depression at the crown- 
ing level. This crowning level, being the 
converging place of all air currents, is at 
the same time a cornice and a baffle plate 
for the periphery of the whole building and 
secures the swift clearance of smoke. 

Some of the reinforced concrete parts of 
the building were set up in the usual way, 
but other parts, comprising sections about 
50 feet in length for the outer sides, were 
prefabricated. The building of the Avignon 
round-house, which has a diameter of about 
440 feet, required 3,602.50 cubic yards of 
concrete and 290 tons of. steel. 

These new round-houses were planned for 
rapid and economical construction and were 
found to require less material and were 
cheaper to build than their pre-war counter- 
parts, 
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RAIL IMPROVEMENTS IN LONDON 
L.C.C. Recommendations on Future Projects 


(BSERVATIONS on the report to the 

Minister of Transport of the London 
Plan Working Party of the British Transport 
Commission on the subject of a programme 
of rail passenger transport improvements in 
the Greater London Area were submitted to 
the London County Council by its Town 
Planning Committee on July 4. 

After giving details of the appointment 
of the Working Party and its principal 
proposals, the Town Planning Committee 
made the following récommendations to the 
Council : — 

That in relation to the report to the 
Minister of Transport of the London Plan 
Working Party of the British Transport 
Commission on the subject of a programme 
of rail passenger transport improvements in 
the Greater London Area, the Council is of 
opinion tha.:— 

(1) In view of many other commitments, 
the Council would be unable to make any 
substantial contribution to the cost of the 
proposals which offer planning advantages 
of an especially national character and con- 
siders that H.M. Government should meet 
the costs, in so far as this cannot be re- 
covered through British Transport Com- 
mission. 

(2) Consideration of the question of the 
removal of Charing Cross railway station 
and bridge should remain in abeyance for a 
period which should not in any case exceed 
25 years, on the understanding that: 

(i) the Council will consider sym- 
pathetically any proposals for the 
improvement of Charing Cross station and 
hotel, provided that such proposals do 
not prejudice reconsideration of the main 
question. 

(ii) The Railway Executive will facili- 
tate the completion of the Council’s 
scheme for the widening of the Strand at 
Charing Cross station. 

(3) The retention of Cannon-street Station 
and cross-river railway bridge for at least 
25 to 30 years would not affect the ‘more 
immediate planning considerations in the 
County to the same extent as the retention 
of Charing Cross bridge. 

(4) In regard to railway improvements 
involving the removal of Blackfriars railway 
bridge (i) although the railway bridge could 
be replaced by a road bridge as proposed in 
the City Consultants’ Plan of 1947, the 
useful life of the existing road bridge and 
the present road traffic conditions are such 
that the provision of a new road bridge 
cannot be taken as justification in itself for 
the removal of the railway bridge; (ii) the 
general planning advantages of the proposals 
include the elimination of the railway 
cross-river bridges and the removal of the 
railway viaduct passing to the west of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and extending — through 
South ‘London; (iii) since some rail traffic 
advantages would result by the construc- 
tion of routes A and B, some part of the 
cost should be borne by the British Trans- 
port Commission. 

(5) In view of the lack of railway facili- 
ties in the large area south of Barnes for 
which considerable increases in density ef 
pepulation are expected, consideration 
should be given to the possibility of one 
of the following proposals :— 

(i) The re-siting of the long-term 
western outlet for the urban route D that 
is tentatively planned to extend from 
Victoria to Yeading-lane. 


(ii) A sub-surface branch extension 
from Putney of the proposed long-term 
stretch of the outer-suburban route G. 

(iii) A new south-western branch line, 
at sub-surface level, from the Metropolitan 
and District Line tracks at East Putney. 
(6) The lack of passenger facilities for 

south Poplar and the Isle of Dogs might 
well be met by modifications in route J. 

(7) In view of the fact that route F. is 
the only through route that would replace 
the five under-river routes previously pro- 
posed, the recommendation of the British 
Transport Commission regarding an early 
priority for the tunnel section of route F is 
worthy of support as a contribution towards 
the relief of rail passenger congestion in 
South-East London, even taking into 
account the proposed{/10-car or double- 
decker train improvements and the suggested 
long-term retention of Cannon-street and 
Charing Cross bridges. 

(8) The proposals appear to form a con- 
centration of east-west routes adjacent to 
the north bank of the Thames, while no pro- 
vision is made for an east-west connection 
linking Waterloo and the South Bank area 
with Victoria; and a further continuation to 
Victoria of the proposed extension of the 
Holborn-Aldwych branch to Waterloo 
should therefore be considered. 

(9) While claims appear to be justified that 
the new tunnel routes would afford con- 
siderable relief to bus traffic and some 
relief to taxi traffic, the importance of con- 
sidering the road and rail transport prob- 
lems together within the inner London area 
cannot be too strongly emphasised. 

(10) The Council’s position as main drain- 
age authority must be reserved until suffi- 
ciently detailed information is available 
about the works to be undertaken. 

(11) In order to make the most efficient 
use of the limited amount of land available 
in built-up areas, any land now held by 
railways could be made available for the 
accommodation of non-conforming com- 
mercial and industrial uses; and in this con- 
nection the necessity for the retention of 
certain large marshalling yards in Central 
London should be consHlered. 

(12) In order to avoid untidy development, 
consideration should be given to limiting the 
zoning of railway arches to uses comparable 
to those of adjoining land, thus removing 
one of the main objections to viaducts. 

(13) Surveys for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the origins and destinations of pas- 
semgers using the railways would give 
valuable information, especially regarding 
the siting of stations. 

(14) Despite the intention that parcels and 
luggage should be excluded from tunnel sta- 
tions it is desirable to consider the provision 
of a small-gauge tube, similar to the Post 
Office railway, linking up the main termini. 


Priority for Works. 

The Report of the London Plan Working 
Party sets out works of first priority and 
lower priority as follows:— 

Works OF First Priorry. 

(i) Lengthening Southern Region suburban trains, 
where necessary, to 10 cars, or the provision of double- 
decker trains. 

(ii) Route A,—Electrification of Eastern Region sub- 
urban lines from King’s Cross to Hitchin, and of London 
Midland Region suburban lines from St. Pancras to St. 
Albans or Luton. New tube of main line size via Euston 
to replace Blackfriars Bridge and to connect the above 
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routes with Southern Region electric suburban serv ces 
via Loughborough Junction. 

(iii) Route B.—A freight tunnel via Greenwich to 
replace Blackfriars Bridge and to connect the railway 
systems north and south of the river. The Transport 
Commission states that the tunnel sections of both of 
these routes would be the subject of discussion with the 
planning authorities and would possibly be of a lower 
priority. The removal of Blackfriars Bridge is dependent 
on the provision of the tunnel sections of these routes. 

(iv) Route C.—A new tube from the Tottenham. 
Edmonton area to the West Eud with a through run to 
East Croydon via Euston, Victoria, Brixton and Streatham, 

(v) Route D (first stage} —Electrification of Eastern 
Region suburban services to Chingford and Enfield 
Town. New tube connected to these suburban services 
at Hackney Downs thence via Liverpool-street, City and 
West End to Victoria (duplicating part of the Central 
line). The Transport Commission* agrees that both 
routes C and D should be of high priority on traffic 
grounds. 

(vi) Route F (first stage).—Electrification of Berk- 
hamsted-Tring, High Wycombe and Aylesbury services 
over existing surface tracks into Marylebone. Con- 
struction of a new tube to absorb these services is a work 
of lower priority, The Transport Commission recom- 
mends that the later in-town tunnel section via Maryle- 
bone, Green Park and Fenchurch-street to Hither Green 
should be next in priority to the tunnels of routes C and D, 
The report indicates that a completed route would permit 
the cutting back of the long “‘ urban ’’ Bakerloo line now 
extending to Watford and allow for a proposed resiting of 
Edgware-road Station on the Inner Circle to a then more 
active Marylebone terminus. 

(vii) Route G (first stage).—Electrification and widen- 
ing, where required, of London Midland Region Tilbury 
and Southend line into Fenchurch-street, including 
doubling of the Ockendon branch. This route would 
relieve the eastern section of the District line, provide 
additional facilities to Tilbury and Southend and on the 
Ockendon branch, and serve the new town at Laindon- 
Pitsea, the Council’s Aveley estate and other development. 

(viii) Route H.—Extension of Bakerloo line to Cam- 
berwell. 

(ix) Route M.—Electrification of Eastern Region 
Cambridge line from (say) Bishops Stortford into Liver- 
pool-street, including the Churchbury loop. This route 
would relieve overloaded steam lines, serve the new town 
of Harlow and other development, and by passing close 
to route C north of the county allow convenient inter- 
change to the West End. 

(x) Southern Region improvements.—Widening of 
line between Norwood Junction and Purley, and elec- 
trification of the Oxted branch. Four-tracking between 
Bickley Junction and Swanley Junction.’ The routes 
involved serve the new town of Crawley, and the Council’s 
St. Paul’s Cray housing estate. 

(xi) Remainder of the New Works Programme, 1935-40, 
—Electrification of Alexandra Palace branch and con- 
nection to Northern City line, completion of electrifica- 
tion and doubling of Edgware branch line and extension 
from Edgware to Bushey Heath, four-tracking Harrow 
to Rickmansworth and electrification Rickmansworth 
to Amersham, including Chesham branch. 


Works OF Lower Prioriry. 


The following works are to be regarded as tentative 
and subject to modification in the light of further ex- 
perience :— 

(i) Route D (second stage).—A possible western outlet 
for this tube via Knightsbridge, Kensington High-street, 
Olympia, the line of the Uxbridge-road to Yeading-lane. 

(ii) Route E.—New tube running parallel to the North- 
ern line between Kennington and South Wimbledon, 
thence branching into two with one branch to Chessington 
South via Raynes Park and Motspur Park, and the other 
to North Cheam. 

(iii) Route F (second stage).—New tube incorporating 
the Southern Region services from Gillingham via the 
Dartford Loop, and from Sevenoaks via the main line 
from Hither Green via Fenchurch-street, Bank, Trafalgar- 
square, Marylebone, linking up at Neasden with the High 
Wycombe, Aylesbury and Berkhamsted-Tring services 
electrified in the first stage. 

(iv) Route G (second stage).—New tube extending the 
Tilbury and Southend services into Fenchurch-street, 
electrified in the first stage, via Bank, Southwark-street, 
Waterloo, to pick up Southern Region suburban services 
in South-West London at Raynes Park or Barnes 
Junction. 

(v) Routes J and K.—Alternative schemes for a new 
tube extending the Northern City line southward 
from Moorgate under the river thence either via New 
Cross, Deptford and. Woolwich to Plumstead, with 
perhaps a cross-river extension to Dagenham (route J) 
or via Bricklayers Arms and Peckham to Crystal Palace 
(route K). One of these outlets could be considered for 
a further extension of route H (Bakerloo line) beyond 
Camberwell. 

(vi) Route L.—New tube extending Holborn-Aldwych 
line to Waterloo. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Cement Supplies 


[N the House of Commons on June 26, Mr. 

R. Stokes, Minister of Works, was called 
upon to answer several questions from both 
sides of the House concerning reported short- 
ages of cement in various parts of the coun- 
try. After the Minister had given an 
assurance that the trade had been very 
co-operative, and that whenever he or his 
department had drawn their attention to a 
so-called shortage or danger of a shortage, 
they had to the best of his knowledge taken 
immediate action, MR. H. A. Price asked: Is 
the Minister aware that when I drew his atten- 
tion to the shortage of supply some weeks 
ago he denied there was a shortage? 

Mr. SToKeEs: It all depends on what is 
meant by shortage. The cement companies 
have done very well. They have produced 
a great deal more than was ever anticipated 
might be required, and more than could 
have been anticipated by anybody. There has 
been very considerably increased consump- 
tion, and when I said there was no shortage 
what I meant to say was that there would be 
no shortage beyond’ what was originally 
planned. 

Mrs. BRADDOCK asked the Minister of 
Works what reply he had sent to the letter 
addressed to him dated June 17, 1950, from 
the Liverpool Regional Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers regarding the shortage 
of cement ‘on Merseyside; and how far either 
of the suggestions made were practicable. 

Mr. STOKES said he had sent to Mrs. 
Braddock a copy of his reply to the Federa- 
tion’s letter. She would note that he warmly 
welcomed the second suggestion to encourage 
the use of lime mortar instead of cement. 


Timber Supplies. 

On June 22, in the House of Commons, 
Mr. NABARRO asked the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he could free ply- 
wood from control, in a similar fashion to 
the recent decontrol of native and imported 
hardwoods, 

Mr. H. WILson said he presumed by decon- 
trol the hon. gentleman meant reversion to 
private purchase, not freeing of control over 
consumption. The Government had recently 
decided that imports of plywood from a 
large number of countries, excluding Fin- 
land, Russia, Sweden and dollar sources 
should be handed over to private trade. The 
possibility of extending this list of countries 
would be kept under review. He would also 
very shortly be freeing from consumption 
licensing all those types of plywood for 
which he was satisfied that supply was 
Teasonably likely to meet demand. Finland 
and Sweden were excluded from his statement 
because, under the present arrangements, all 
the plywood for this year had been bought by 
Timber Control. 

Mr. WATKINSON and other hon. members 
asked the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he had now secured adequate sup- 
plies of softwood timber to maintain the 
1950 building programme. 

Mr. WILSON said the Government pro- 
gramme of softwood imports for the year 
made full allowance for all essential uses of 
timber, and he anticipated no hold-up in 
the building programme from the temporary 
low level of stocks during the next few weeks. 
they were hoping to get enough timber com- 
ing into the country next year to build up 
stocks to a reasonable level at their lowest 
point next summer. 

Mr. Bevan, replying ‘to Mr. Martin 
Lindsay, said he was assured by the Presi- 
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dent of the Board of Trade that supplies of 
timber should be sufficient for the housing 
programme during the remainder of this 
year. 

Incentive Schemes in Scotland. 

Mr. Hoy asked the Secretary of State for 
Scotland what progress had been made in 
establishing incentive schemes in the buildihg 
trades with a view to increasing production. 

Mr. T. FRASER said he recently met repre- 
sentatives of the employers and operatives 
of the building industry in Scotland on this 
subject. Both sides gave him assurances 
that they would do their utmost to encourage 
the adoption of incentive schemes on housing 
work. [June 20.] 


Houses Completed. 

On June 29 BRIGADIER CLARKE asked the 
Minister of Health why there was a drop 
of 4,500 in the houses completed in April 
compared with the previous month. 

Mr. BEVAN said it was impossible to give 
precise reasons without making detailed 
inquiries of all local housing authorities. 
A similar drop had occurred in earlier years. 
It was possible that local authorities were 
specially anxious to complete as many 
houses as possible in March so that the 
maximum number of subsidy payments 
would commence in the financial year. then 
current. 

Softwood Supplies. 

In reply to questions by Major Tufton 
Beamish, Mr. BEVAN said that the quantity 
of timber required for the housing pro- 
gramme could be calculated on the basis of 
approximately 1.6 standards per house. With 
a stabilised programme of 175,000 houses 
a year for England and Wales, this meant 
approximately 280,000 standards a year. As 
the process of building was a continuous one 
and as, therefore, at a particular date houses 
were at varying stages of construction, it was 
not possible to estimate how. much would 
actually be required to complete this year’s 
programme. [June 26.] 


New Towns. 

Mr. Mo son asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning what was the average 
erection cost of the various sizes of houses 
built in the new towns; and how that com- 
pared with the national average. 

Mr. DALTON said that for houses so far 
completed, a two-bedroom house, £1,113; a 
three-bedroomed, £1,447; a four-bedroomed, 
£1,638. According to the Girdwood Com- 
mittee’s Report the cost of the average size 
traditional three-bedroomed house com- 
pleted in October, 1949, was £1,321. [June 
27.] 

National Service Men. 

On June 27 Mr. E. L. MALLALIEU asked 
the Minister of Labour whether, in order to 
prevent the loss to the building trade of 
trained men, he would make arrangements 
for building trade apprentices to have the 
opportunity of doing their national service 
in the service and in that branch of that 
service wherein they were most likely to 
keep contact-with the work for which they 
were trained. 

Mr. Isaacs said that general arrange- 
ments on the lines suggested already 
existed, but the number of building trade 
workers at present required in the Forces 
for work in their trade capacity was so 
limited that many of the men becoming 
available for call-up must be otherwise 
employed. He did not, however, accept the 
suggestion that such men would necessarily 
be lost to the building industry. 
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AN ECHO-FREE ROOM 
Used for Testing Equipment 


A NEW echo-free room has recently been 

installed by the General Electric Co., 
Ltd., at its research laboratories, Wembley. 
The primary purpose of a room of this type 
is to simulate free-space conditions without 
the disadvantages of working in the open 
air. The desired effect is achieved by 
designing the walls of the room to give the 
least possible reflected sound and to 
eliminate all echoes. 

The size of the room is approximately 
18 ft. by 13 ft. by 13 ft. before lining, and 
the walls, floor and ceiling are covered with 
nearly 3,000 “Fibreglass” wedges, each 
three feet long. These wedges are not 
supported by the usual “eggbox” con- 
struction, but are in a welded wire frame 
arranged so as to produce the minimum 
sound reflection. 

For obvious reasons a window could not 
be included in the room but it was found. 
that sufficient . ventilation for personnel 
making subjective measurements could be 
obtained by means of a simple air-condi- 
tioning system. The ventilating duct, which 
opens into the room just below the ceiling, 
has been made as long as possible and is 
lined with absorbent material so that noise 
cannot enter the room from its outer end. 

Inside the room, two overhead tracks at 
right angles are provided for moving the 
microphone carriages. Beneath one of these 
overhead tracks is a “railway ” track ending 
in a turntable which enables heavy objects 
to be wheeled into the room on the tracks 
through the door, revolved on the turntable 
and suitably positioned in the room. 
Although useful for this purpose, the turn- 
table was primarily provided for measuring 
the sound round an object, for example, 
measuring the polar response of a micro- 
phone. 

The floor of the room is made of a wire 
mesh which is virtually “transparent” to 
sound but when the greatest accuracy. is 
required this mesh is removed, together. with 
most of the railway track and the support- 
ing posts. y 

Although only a few uses for the room 
can be illustrated, it will be appreciated that 
it can be used for testing a wide range of 
equipment. 





Interior of echo-free room. 
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BUILDING IN CONCRETE 
A Series of Instructional Courses 


CORRESPONDENT writes: I had an 
opportunity recently of visiting the 
Research Station and Training Centre of the 
Cement and Concrete Association near Stoke 
Poges, Bucks, where instructional courses in 
the making of concrete of good quality and 
in. the design and execution of prestressed 
concrete beams are in progress. 

The courses, which may be attended by 
‘engineers and others free of cost, comprise 
lectures, laboratory work and “ field ” work 
which includes making full-size beams. 
Some courses last two days and others four 
and a half days. Persons attending the longer 
courses arrive Monday morning of the week 
selected by them and leave on the follow- 
ing Friday. For those requiring accommoda- 
tion, there is a well-established hostel with 
many .amenities, canteen, and the like. A 
charge of 10s. per day is made for the living 
accommodation. Field work is conducted 
in the grounds of another nearby mansion, 
Wrexham Springs, which is the property of 
the Association and at which their Research 
Station is centred. . 


The. courses, which are to continue until 

December, are well patronised and are fully 
booked at present, except those towards the 
end of the session, but it is intended to 
resume them next year. Separate courses 
are held for different grades of engineers, 
and the present participants include repre- 
sentatives from county councils, Govern- 
ment departments, technical colleges, con- 
tracting firms and the like. The lectures 
and demonstrations are given by qualified 
members of the Association’s staff, and some 
of the special processes are demonstrated 
by representatives of the firms concerned. 
- Typical of the course are the various 
matters proceeding on the occasion of my 
visit. In the morning a lecture was given 
on the method of designing a prestressed 
concrete beam that had been made by the 
engineers taking the course. The probable 
ultimate: moment of resistance of the beam 
was calculated as a guide to the amount 
of load it might be necessary to apply to 
the beam to cause it to break when it was 
tested to failure on the succeeding day. 

In the afternoon two methods of pre- 
stressing full-size concrete beams were 
demonstrated. The first method was that 
of Professor Magnel, the Belgian method. 
A cable of. twelve wires separated by metal 
grilles was first made up on a bench adjacent 
to the test bed. The cable was then trans- 
ferred to the test bed inserted in a cavity 
formed longitudinally in the beam. The 
rectangular cavity was formed by an extract- 
ablé rubber core. The ends of the wires 
were anchored at one end by steel wedges 
forced into grooves in a steel sandwich plate 
bearing against the end of the beam. The 
ends of the wires at the other end of the 
beam were attached, by wedging, to the cross- 
head. of a jack. A pair of wires were_so 
attached at one time, and bv operating the 
jack the two wires were pulled until a pre- 
determined amount of stretch was measured. 
The two wires were then wedged in a sand- 
wich plate, the jack released, and the next 
and succeeding pair of wires were stretched 
and anchored in a similar manner. The 
cavity containing the stretched cable was 
then filled with grout consisting of one part 
of cement, one part of Leighton Buzzard 
sand and one part of water. 
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The second method was that of M. Freys- 
sinet, the French method. Again a cable of 
several wires was made up, but in this 
method the wires were kept apart by being 
laid around a long helix of thin wire and 
were bound at intervals of about 4 ft. by 
adhesive tape. The cable was then inserted 
into the longitudinal cavity in the beam, at 
each end of which was embedded a hollow 
cone of high-strength and highly-reinforced 
concrete. One end of the cable was 
anchored by being wedged by a plug into 
the cavity into the cone. A» jack was 
attached to the wires at the other end, and 
in this method all the wires are stretched 
simultaneously. When the stretch reached a 
predetermined amount the ends of the wires 
were anchored by a plug, similar to that 
at the other end, forced in by the jack. The 
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jack was then released. The cavity in which 
the stretched cable lay was then grouted, 

A feature of these demonstrations, which 
were given on behalf of Stressed Concrete 
Design Ltd. (the Belgian method), and the 
Prestressed Concrete Co. Ltd. (the French 
method), was the clarity of the exposition 
of numerous practical points encountered in 
the prestressing process, and the particulars 
of time and labour required at the first 
attempt in practice and when operators 
become more skilled. Those attending the 
course were invited to assist the demonstra- 
tor to fix wedges, handle the cable and jack 
and such matters, so that valuable experience 
was obtainable. Other lectures and exhibits 
described other methods of prestressing 
concrete, notably the Hoyer system and the 
Lee-McCall system. 











PROTOTYPE EXPORT BUNGALOW 


Designed by Messrs. Uni-Seco, Ltd., this bungalow has been manufactured and 


erected for display to the Australian Overseas Housing Mission. 


The planning 


and all the equipment, including the exterior pipe runs, are in accordance with the 
drawings and specifications of the Housing Commission of the Government of 


Victoria, Australia. 


room, kitchen, laundry and w.c., with an overall floor area of 777.85 sq. ft. 
The roof covering is galvanised corrugated iron. 


to ceiling height is 8 ft. 6 in. 


The bungalow consists of a living room, two bedrooms, bath- 


Floor 


The weight of the complete structure, including floor joists, flooring and the internal 


equipment, is 134 tons. 
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BUILDING AND 
NATIONALISATION 


“Full Employment Policy would be 
in Jeopardy,” says Mr. Lloyd 


‘“O* the credit side of the affairs of the 
building industry over the last six 
months are the reports of the Working Party 
and of the Anglo-American Productivity 
Team; the gradual, if slow, spread 
of bonusing schemes; a slight improve- 
ment in productivity; and a reversion 
to the 1.4 ratio for private house- 
building, coupled with the Minister of 
Health’s encouragement to local authorities 
to enable houses to be built in residential 
areas and charged against the quotas of 
built-up areas.” This statement was made 
by Mr. RoBert O. Lioyp, O.B.E., President, 
N.F.B.T.E., at the half-yearly meeting of the 
National Federation at Southport, on July 
5. Mr. Lloyd added, 

“Overshadowing all items on the debit 
side has been the worsening of the position 
as regards cement, bricks, and timber, par- 
ticularly timber. We have made it plain to 
the new Minister of Works that our efforts 
at increasing productivity and reducing 
prices must be frustrated, unless we can be 
sure of a plentiful supply of these three 
materials. The output of bricks is increas- 
ing and the cement position can be improved 
by the new imports policy, and, if necessary, 
by a reduction in exports. As regards timber, 
I realise the economic difficulties, but I am 
convinced that it would be in the national 
interest to increase our timber imports. Even 
if this is done, however, we shall not get the 
timber we want, of the quality we want, in 
the lengths we want, or at a reasonable price, 
until bulk buying is abandoned and controls 
on distribution are swept away. 


Operatives and Nationalisation. 


“Other disturbing factors have been the 
persistence of the operatives in advocating 
nationalisation and in deciding to press for 
increases in wages. We are proud, and 
rightly so, that thanks to the well-tried 
machinery of the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry, we have had peace 
and fair dealing in our industry for many a 
long year, but unless we get less recrimina- 
tion and more co-operation from the opera- 
tives’ leaders, unless we get better output and 
less talk from the men themselves, there is 
the risk of trouble. Playing with fire is a 
dangerous pastime, and the President of the 
Operatives’ Federation, Sir Luke Fawcett, 
was playing with fire when at their Confer- 
ence last month, he accused employers of 
wanting to use the whip of the fear of unem- 
ployment. I say quite categorically that the 
National Federation supports wholeheartedly 
the policy of full employment and will do 
everything it can to ensure that it continues. 
That, of course, assumes that the full em- 
ployment is genuine and not a disguised form 
of under-employment for which the extra 
cost has to be met by the customer. Talk 
of nationalisation, and of higher wages not 
linked with output, is likely to reduce, not to 
increase, productivity; to lower instead of to 
taise our present standard of living; and, 
therefore, to jeopardise the whole policy of 
full employment.” 

The Working Party had given their views 
on the problems of productivity in no uncer- 
tain terms and their report (which was 
signed by Sir Luke Fawcett, Mr. Coppock 
and other leaders of the Operatives’ Federa- 
tion), far from recommending nationalisa- 
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tion, said that the existing layout of the in- 
dustry was sound. That report, and the re- 
port of the American team, emphasised the 
need for the pre-planning of building jobs 
before the work actually starts, and for 
efficient site organisation and also the vital 
importance of an adequate flow of materials. 
The Working Party Report had stressed the 
importance of the working of bonusing 
schemes in this country and one of the 
lessons of the American Team Report was 
that bonusing was the counterpart here, with 
our policy of full employment, to the policy 
of high wages and a pool of unemployment 
in the United States. 


The Housing Ratio. 


“Mr. Bevan’s decision on housebuilding © 
was disappointing,” Mr. Lloyd continued. 
“It was a step in the right direction but did 
not go nearly far enough. We want to see 
the ratio dropped altogether and the decision 
left not to Whitehall, not to the local auth- 
orities, but to the would-be tenants or owner- 
occupiers, once their need for accommoda- 
tion has been proved. Such a policy would, 
I am sure, mean a considerable increase in 
the number of houses built for owner occu- 
pancy and would save subsidies and lead to 
reduced prices. 


“A word now on overtime. As I said 
recently, what is wanted is full production 
during the normal working hours. System- 
atic overtime is uneconomic and must be 
controlled, but I think it would be reasonable 
on high priority jobs, such as housing, and 
particularly on such jobs where bonusing 
schemes are operating, for the local joint 
overtime committees freely to grant permits 
for the working of an extra hour a day during 
the summer months.” 


Changes in Export Licensing Control. 


From July 8 export licences will be 
required for the export of certain types of 
diesel engines to certain destinations, and 
for the export of goods wholly or mainly of 
aluminium, copper, iron or steel as specified 
in Group 6 (2) of the First Schedule of the 
Export of Goods (Control) Orders. 
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**RAISE YOUR BUILDING 
SIGHTS” 


London President’s Appeal to 
Government 


At a meeting of the London Master 

Builders’ Association Central Area No. 
4, in Lewisham last week, at which the Area 
Chairman, Mr. W. A. Watts, presided, Mr. 
R. R. Costain, C.B.E., the President, wel- 
comed the Government’s decision to disband 
its Mobile Labour Force. Mr. Costain said 
he hoped the Ministry of Works would now 
turn its attention more closely to the supply 
of building materials. 

“ We are the men who build,” he said, “ but 
we cannot build more houses, factories, 
shops and schools, all of which are urgently 
needed, until the Government raises its 
sights and increases the size of our target. 
So don’t blame the builder if you can’t get 
a house. Government policy says 200,000 
houses a year for three years. So be it. 
The Government may be right: the Govern- 
ment may be wrong. But that is the Govern- 
ment’s policy, not the builders’. 

“Meantime, against the day when the 
Government does raise its sights—and 
sooner or later some Government must—we 
are doing our utmost to increase our inter- 
nal efficiency and reduce costs. I look for- 
ward to the day when, with freedom to build 
restored to us, we shall get a new rhythm 
into the building industry and turn out the 
houses as the motor industry turns out cars 
and the steel men turn out steel.” 
Nationalisation. 

Referring to the operatives’ conference at 
Ayr, Mr. Costain said that for over thirty 
years they had worked closely in a spirit of 
real understanding with the trade unions and 
as a result had been able to improve substan- 
tially the lot of the average operative, whilst 
increasing productivity and at the same time 
maintaining a record of freedom from dis- 
putes in the building industry which was 
second to none in the country. And now 
the operatives had taken a line which must 
shake very severely that feeling of confidence. 





The inner and outer oo gt of = of the new P eno rggr gangway units for the Ocean Terminal, 


Southampton, constructed by S.M.D., Ltd., of S 


lough, showing the construction before sheeting. 


Three complete units are being constructed, consisting of shore stations each with two telescopic gang- 


ways which can be slewed 


luffed, extended and telescoped. 


Aluminium alloy was chosen for the 


structural material in order to minimise the load on the shore structure and to reduce the size of the 

operating mechanism. Electric motors drive the main road wheels through mechanical reduction 

gearing. The luffing and slewing of the gangways is by means of electro-hydraulic power, and the 
telescoping motion is electro-mechanical through gear boxes and roller 
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Their Council, said Mr. Costain, was in- 
structed last year to prepare proposals for 
nationalisation of the industry. But a great 
deal had happened since then. First of all, 
the Working Party Report was published 
and it was signed as a unanimous report by 
two leaders of the Operatives’ Federation. 
That report made no reference at all to 
nationalisation; it condemned any suggestion 
of a Development Council; and it com- 
mended the present set-up of the industry as 
satisfactory in that it provided the necessary 
flexibility and variety of capacities required 
by building operations. Then there was the 
American Productivity Team Report which 
was so closely linked with the Working Party 
Report in its outlook, and these two together 
placed upon all sections of the industry a 
considerable responsibility to. learn lessons 
from them and to take whatever steps were 
required to improve productivity and effi- 
ciency and to reduce building costs. A 
great responsibility was therefore placed 
upon builders and the operatives as well, in 
addition to the professions, local authori- 
ties, Government departments and others. 

“In spite of this,” added the President, 
“the unions have gone forward with their 
scheme for nationalisation which, in addition, 
is contrary to the Labour Party’s policy. 
It is one of the most extraordinary docu- 
ments we have seen for a long time. Just 
by way of example, the whole document is 
based on the alleged inefficiency of having 
over 120,000 firms in our industry, yet the 
proposals are for taking over only about 
9,000 of them, still leaving free 114,000 firms 
employing some 300,000 men. One can only 
hope the operatives will have second 
thoughts and will restore in our minds the 
confidence which we have previously had in 
them, and let us get down together to face 
the job of improving productivity and 
reducing costs.” 


THE CEMENT SHORTAGE 
M.o.W. Memo and Leaflet 


LTHOUGH supplies of cement are in- 
creasing, the demand outstrips the 
supply. The cement industry have measures 
in hand to increase supplies still further, but 
the building of new plants takes time, and 
to meet the present situation urgent atten- 
tion must be given to economy measures. 
There is a remedy that lies in the hands of 
the builders themselves. 

The practice of gauging mortar for brick- 
work with cement is possibly the largest 
single factor that can lead to a shortage, 
and one where the maximum saving is 
possible. Mortar accounts for more cement 
than any other single item in building a 
house. By gauging mortar with lime, not 
only are better results obtained but two- 
thirds of the cement normally used are 
saved. 

An Economy Memorandum (obtainable 
free of charge on application to Room 617, 
Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, 
London, S.E.1, or at the Regional Offices 
of the Ministry) has been issued by the 
Ministry of Works, It is based on the 
report of the Committee on Cement 
Economy, on which were represented all 
sides of the building industry. By follow- 
ing the recommendations contained in the 
appendix to this report, not more than 6-74 
tons of cement (apart from prefabricated 
items, e.g. concrete tiles) need be used for 
building a normal brick house of 1,000 
sq. ft. gross. This allowance should cover 
all cement requirements including oversite 
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concrete o1: solid concrete ground floors, 
drains, paths, lintols, fences, etc. The 
higher figure should include rough-casting, 
although few houses require it where 11-in. 
cavity wall construction is adopted. 

Recommendations are also made as to 
suitable mixes for the various purposes for 
which concrete is used in house-building. 
Appendix 2 of the Economy Memorandum 
contains recommendations for the, production 
of concrete, whereby adequate strength can 
be obtained whilst exercising economy in the 
use of cement. 

Also issued by the Ministry of Works is 
an advisory leaflet entitled “Limes for 
Mortar” No. 6 in the Ministry of Works 
series of advisory leaflets for builders. It 
sets out in non-technical language the types 
of lime available, their uses, recommended 
mixes and mixing methods, and it lists the 
types of work for which the various mixes 
are best suited. These leaflets are available 
from H.M.S.O., price 2d., or through any 
bookseller. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for May 


THE latest Housing Progress Summary pre- 
sented to Parliament shows that the number 
of permanent houses completed in Great 
Britain during May was 17,030, compared 
with 14,862 in April. This brings the 
number of permanent houses completed 
during the year to date to 79,702. 

The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
860,195 (703,049) permanent and 157,146 
(temporary). During May, homes were pro- 
vided by new building, repair of uninhabit- 
able houses and conversion for 18,117 
families, compared with 16,126 in April and 
20,745 in March. This brings the total 
number of families rehoused by these 
methods under the post-war programme to 
1,137,178. This total does not include homes 
provided in service camps or requisitioned 
houses. 
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HOUSING SUBSIDIES 
No Change to be Made 

EXCHEQUER subsidies and rate contributions 
for new houses built by local authorities 
in England and Wales are to be unchanged 
for the fifth successive year. They will 
remain at the level first fixed under the 
Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous Pro. 
visions) Act, 1946, and will be payable jp 
respect of new houses completed befor 
June 30, 1951. 

This decision is announced by the Minister 
of Health, Mr. Aneurin Bevan, in a White 
Paper * published on June 28. The White 
Paper states :—‘ Note has been taken of 
the latest figures of tender prices, of addj- 
tional information on final costs of houses 
tendered for between 1946 and 1948 and of 
the present cost of repairs, maintenance 
and management. The available informa- 
tion indicates that tender prices for the 950 
sq. ft. house have remained stable since the 
middle of 1948, and the amount by which 
final costs had tended to exceed tender 
prices has been substantially reduced. The 
number of manhours per house has steadily 
decreased principally by reason of increased 
building experience and the introduction of 
incentive schemes, and a further decrease 
during 1950 is hoped for. No significant 
increase on the cost of houses completed in 
the next 12 months is anticipated on account 
of increases in wage rates. The prices of 
many materials used in house-building have 
shown little movement during the last two 
years though there have been some increases 
and some decreases.” 


CAREERS IN BUILDING 
M.o.W. and L.C.C. Exhibition 
HE “Careers in Building” exhibition 
was opened by the Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Stokes, M.P., Minister of Works, at the 
L.C.C. Brixton School of Building on June 
29. The exhibition, provided by the Ministry 
of Works in collaboration with the school, 
has been designed with the primary purpose 
of stimulating recruitment of apprentices to 
the skilled trades of the building industry. 
It is intended to interest the boy of school- 
leaving age, showing the training and work 
of the modern apprentice and emphasising 
the place of the craftsman in the industry. 
The exhibit is associated with an attractive 
presentation of the work of the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council in con- 
nection with the training of apprentices. 
Visitors to the exhibition can visit the 
school workshops, which are very well 
equipped, where they'can see students en- 
gaged in the work of the various trades and 
can see, also, the nature of technical instrue- 
tion given in workshop practice classes. On 
inspecting these workshops, visitors cannot 
fail to be impressed by the already high 


- standard of craftsmanship attained by even 


the youngest students. 

In the entrance hall is an exhibit most ably 
designed and constructed by the school, deal 
ing with the whole range of education and 
training for the building industry and the 
allied professions. 


Exhibition at Gloucester. 

The Ministry of Works, in conjunction with 
the B.A.T.C., has arranged for the exhibition 
to be shown at the City of Gloucester Tech- 





nical College, Brunswick-rd., Gloucestet, 
from July 17-28. 
*Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous Pro 


visions) Act, 1946: Report under Section 16() 
(England and Wales). H.M. Stationery Office 
Price 2s. post free. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [j,i 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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* For Birkenhead, Liverpool, and London the ratesare :— Craftsmen, 3s.0d.; 


Craftsmen, 2s. 114d.; Labourers, 2s. 6d 


t Plus 2d. per working day. 


t This is the County rate ut applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note -—Ca: 


rpenters, Joiners and 


carry out work other than craft processes, 1s. 84d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 44. 


Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
WOMEN’S Rares. —In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. Ojd. per hour. 


Labourers, 2s. 64d, In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius 13 :— 


Women introduced to 


K* 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, Ete. 
‘2 @, 
First Hard Stocks 5 35-0 
Second Hard Stocks 815 0 
710 0 


Mild Stocks ... s 
All loaded free into lorry at ‘the works. ‘The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 


obtained from job to job. 
At Maiden To Sites in West 


2%-in. Nominal Lane Stn., Central District 


Phorpres Bricks. - 1,000 per _ 
. s. d. 
Commons 78 90 0 
Cellular (No del. “at present Lon Stns) 90 0 
Keyed 80 92 0 
: 


Cellular Keyed (No del. at present ee Stns.)92 
Rustics ... 98 0 10 
Cellular Rustics(No del. at iat’ we ea Stns.) 110 0 
Single Bullnose . 98 110 


Sandfaced . 108 ° 120 0 
Cortex Facing Brick 3 105 
* At King’s Cross Stn. f ex King’s Cross ~_ 
£ 5 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London asaiadl 19 10 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 20 3 O 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) 17 18 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 812 6 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) wee © 16 O 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London Stns.) :-— 
£ s.d. & -s; 0: 
24 in. 7 it 3 3 in. 2 «2-0 


GLazep Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 324 
per cent. for Best, and 274 per cent. for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 0 


and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 O Oneside&twoends 5410 0 
Headers 39.10 O Twosides & one end 4 H : 


— Bullnose Splays and Squints 
& 44 in. Flats50 ‘ 

Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 

and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours, 


Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 
Haulage to site 20s. 1,000 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 

London Brick Company. 
Keyed 


Minimum Lorry Loads. 
ee yd. sup. 125 yds. 


” ” ” 
” 





CLINKER 





2” peryd.sup. ... 2.5 3” per yd. sup. 3 9 
x Om oe | 33 nT © 9 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12 x 8§ x 2” keyed per yd. super 3.3 
hee: Fe) aa ea 
EES | ES ieee 42 
Size 12 x 8§ x 44” .,, > ee 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 
HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 

SSROE a... cesses : 3 12x9x 3” 42 
lily ao 6 12x9x4”". 4 10 


Rer yard super aja. Free on site, ‘London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 

Bato STONE— s. d. 
ME PATE, wicscksescncencsccovonsaces haacsapaase ~ a | 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground _ .........00......0008 ae} 
Delivered in railway trucks at South 

apnea when G.W.R., per ft. cube. 
Brown Whitbed, i in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Bima, S. Rly.....00c.cccsescceess perft.cube 6 4} 


loTe.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and jd. beyond 30 ft. 
Hopton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 

Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
GUE TO CHL TR. cciccccosecsese per ft. cube 22 

= sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 

S5ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 


OR SNE: MAMIE soneconseassicecscaysoveleusses 7 
‘YorkK Stone, Biue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
Cy oe ae perft.super 10 0 
«6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto a” & il 6 
3in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
a eee aes 49 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) ...... 9 2-7 
TE Be, 00 2M. UD ececcccsssesees » # 2 4 
Harp Yorxr— 


Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks perft.cube 14 4 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


a, ae per ft. super 10 11 

6in. rubbed two sides, ditto a 12 9 
4.in. sawn two sides slabs’ (random 

SEL. « thetsabqebieniacevnstontence iol 4 6 il 
SR EO GED acanveseeaprsee ~ ee 


2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 20 9 


CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard a 






tion delivered Charing Cross area. . 
. ton loads and upwards site ......... perton 3 5 0 
ha i CON cceitabeestnucahseeensshsansucveeces 310 0 
| ia non-returnable paper bags charged at 
8/— net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 
in lots of less than 1 ton. 
In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 8/— 
per ton. 
In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots of less than 1 ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack. 
“Ferrocrete”’ Rapid Hardening Cement 
at 6-ton loads and upwards site ...........- 3 11 0 
FoR ROB GID © scnivasncessssoaccéeenvacessuaxee 316 0 


In paper bags 8/— per ton extra. 

“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle”’ 
prices. In paper bags, 8/— per ton extra. 

Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete”’ in 6-ton 
Mei cnsehuesgeeneess <caceondeskadsButdcanuadacesanere 5 
In paper bags, 8/— per ton extra. 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 172/— to 396/— per ton 
(including paper bags). 

“ Snowcrete’’ White Portland Cement (In 
TU TUNIS MMI sca ccicevccnasosoncosasdtsidecess 11 15 

Under one ton ... percwt. 014 3 

“417”? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 
ME PONIES nas wetnsnctedsverrsescunbhasseeewace 
In paper bags 8/— per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 

nis per ton above Portland Cement, plus 

















Culex Tyrolean Finish...£7 17s. 0d. to 9 10 6 
(1-ton = we upwards, including cost 
of paper bags). 
Ciment aah High aluminous cement, 
One ton lots and up 226/6 ton. Paper bags 
8/- ton. 
£3. d. £' 2. d. 
Parian Cement 8 6 9 Keen’sCement, White8 6 9 
Pink 8 1 9 
PLASTER. 
£24. £ « 2. 
Coarse, Pink 511 9 Sirapite, Coarse 315-6 
». White 519 9 ‘ inis 6°36 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime 
inc. bags 6- 6-ton lots ......... 6 
ton lots ... 5 17 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 
6-ton lots 2 D SOR WE. ccissccse 315 3 
Hair, per cwt.... 4 4 


Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. 0d., 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 














A NEW PARQUET FLOOR 
“THE 

WINDSOR 

FLOOR” 


Patent Number 544228 
@ SEASONED OAK 


@ CHEAPER THAN ANY 
OTHER HARDWOOD FLOOR 


e AVAILABLE NOW 


SOLE AGENTS: 
ONSITE FLOORING CO. 
12, WIGMORE PLACE, LONDON, W.1 


LANGHAM 2256 
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PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards, #in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery 1/8 sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 12 ft., #i “y diaz. 


600 yds. and over in one delivery, 1/11 sa. yd 
Carriage paid to site. 


SAND. 
D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs: of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 





St. Pancras. s. 4 
IN vccccndsdnnnewisccteussate peryd. 15 9 
Pit Ballast.......... nae fe 16 0 
Pit Sand ..... ie < SF 
Washed Sand .. ra ee 17 0 
4in. shingle ............ are se 5\2 
2? in. Broken Brick ecenanen = 17 6 
PUNE  neieccrteaGatecesnbacckstessssnes ia 8° 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
OF MOC 1656: AiG. CONS.. ...0060555es00ssesccencee Per 1,000 


f.o.r. London 





Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d, 
Staffordshize: Gistricts  .......cessosescsesevsee 10 0 0 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto .............sesceees 11 17 6 

Ornamental Gitto: <..:..-.000..0rccs000ne 12 10 0 

Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ..... 019 7 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ...... 0 18 


Norte.—-Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility, 


SLATES. 
First quality slates from Penrhyn or_Portmadoc 
carriage paid in full — loads to London Rate a 


Per 1,000 actual £ d. s. d. 
71 0 O 18 by 10...... 36 2 6 

coeye ae Tee 

Pe 7 TR 

SB 36 





46 1 
Norte: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 


Delivered in London 
M.O.H. 


S.D. Brs Cocks CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
4in. 72/9 jin. 108/— per doz. 
Toret Brs Cocks For IRON. 
Sin. 114/— jin. 171/— per doz. 
S.D. Srop Cocks FoR IRON. 
tin. & in. 1 in. 1} in. 14 in. 2 in. 
: 111/-— 189/— 312/— 468/- 840/— per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks wiTtH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
tin. Fin. 1 in. 1} in. I4in. 2in. 
102/- 150/— 312/— 408/— 642/— 1056/— per doz. 
Dous.e Nut BOoILer SCREws. 
Zin. lin. I} in. I4in. 2in. 
20/- 36/— 68/—- 108/—  140/— per doz. 
HEAVY CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
4in. Zin. lin. 14 in. 
97/- 150/— —_263/- 570/- per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
1} in. ldin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 
23/6 33/- 


41/- 79/-  107/- 
Brass SLEEVES. 

fin. 2in. 3in. 3fin. 4in. 

29/- 36/— 67/- 77/-  101/— per doz. 

LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS 

1} x6 lb. 14 x 6 lb. 2x7 Ib. 3x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. 76/- 95/- 165/- 235/— per doz. 
Lead S.. 90/— 118/- 190/- 305/— per doz. 
SoLpER.—Plumbers’ 3/3, Tinmen’s 3/11, Blow pipe 
4/- per Ib. 

Copper Tubes 1/9} Ib. Basis. 

Brass Tubes Basis. 


tin. 
i7/- 


4 in. 
139/— per doz. 


per 
per Ib. 


Basis prices are subject to extras. 


GLUE. 


ouP 


s .& 
Best Scotch Glue pertcwt. 4 9 
Croid Glue 28 Ib. 2 @ 





VARNISHES, Etc. 
Outside 


Per gallon. 


Ss 
oo 


I i aoe skeet sndatei cancasate 
Fine do. .. ‘ 
Fine Copal . 
Pale Copal 
Floor Varnish . 
Fine Pale Paper 
Hard Drying Oak 
Fine Hard Drying Oak 
Fine Copal Varnish 
Best Do. 

Best Japan Gold Size 
Best Black Japan.........:. 
Brunswick Black ... 
Berlin Black 
Knotting (patent) 
French and Brush Polish .... 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene 
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Inside 


oe we es 
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* The information given on these pages has been 
specially compiled for THE BurLper, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, “the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the hig zhest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


PAINTS, Ete. 

d £s. d. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) ......... per gallon 16 3 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gails.) pa 16 8 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) y ae 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 2 7 0 
Genuine, Red Lead .sccscccccccscccecececee cwt. 618 9 
Putty (free packages) cwt. 2 9 O 
BE Fae QUIN us dn cosccnnsecctssennesebecis fkn. 0 





Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 
Joists, GIRDERS, &c., TO LONDON STATION. PER TON 


RS. Joists, cut and fitted.............cecscees £34 

Plain Compound Girders .... ee 

” Fs Stanchions . 

WN MOOR NORTE | cniccnccacdnkscencatepenvevossase 
Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 

special pieces of an awkward nature. 


x sar STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 














icieciee, £ d. Pippen. £6 & 
MMe senccdees eS ee carcenans 818 0 
ts in. 30 8 O jin, to 23 in. 28 3 0 
GEERT: 29 13 O 
W.I. TUBES. 
Tubes AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class * List price, less i per cent. 
a Ria, o 
Black, ,, A «+  .2 ‘ei 
‘i ” » 22k os 
» Cc. 
oat A Hatr-ROUND Gutters. "—London "Prices ex- 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
2/5 2/2 7d. 
2/9 2/5 7d. 
2/10 2/7 1/- 
3/2 3/- 1/2 
3/5 3/3 1/3 
9d. 
1/- 
1/2 
1/3 
1/5 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
; Angles. 
FW ccoresesovssceseos 5/- 2/7 3/10 
Zin. . 5/4 3/- 4/6 
3 in. 5/11 3/8 5/6 
34 in. 6/9 4/5 6/5 
MENG, svapedcescvaceseve 7/9 5/3 7/8 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Pires.—London Prices, ex-stock. 





id deg in 6 fts. Pip nds. Branches. 
2 i 6/- 4/7 5/6 
6/4 5/2 6/10 
7/1 /7 8/3 
7/il 6/10 9/6 
9/1 7/9 11/ 1 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIE. 
cwt. qr. Ib. peryard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
4in. i ae Ee 16/6 11/6 20/2 
6in. 26 A 24/7 23/10. 41/4 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
TRon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
29 5 0 


os ach ca cndg'anad cnaandanes 30d dacaenseucce 
IRon.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ais 
ES Se eae a 
Mild Steel HOOPS ...ccecccoseSecdecsecccssesesaee 


Ex-Merchant’s Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots. 









Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— Ss. ¢. 
gauge 0 
24-gauge 0 
26-gauge 0 
6 
6 
6 
20-gauge 6 
24-gauge 6 
26-gauge 6 
ee a 

1 : s. 
Cat Nails, 3 in. and up, lton lots ......... 41 15 0 


Att NET. 
Merat Winpows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 


Prices on application. British Metal Window 
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LEAD, Ete. 
Per ton 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) £2. 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 lb. and up ...... 109 15 0 
MRD QRIUNE oc daa sasvdids tacdeevaseeceeakdanse 111 0 0 








Soil pipe 

Compo pipe 

Norte.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton, £76 Os. Od. Buyers 
Pay carriage. 

GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. ~~ 

OS kiccie sencasncuuicdasvadinassdtesiounestsauatie 4} 
24-oz. clear oa 53 
ME scncsan 7% 
ee. ee een er tg 93 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 





CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, 4 in. Tk 
Rough cast, 3/16 in 8t 
PCR RB, “va sicacsduadudacucasenestseesaees 8} 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white ......... 7k 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted ......... 104 
SION «isa innckaddcneasattaivdnndetsanianeeine 6 


Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, 4 in. thick 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double 
rolled. Per ft. 


Wire cast, } in. thick 


d. 
94 
Georgian Wired Cast 10 









HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. ae: 
P.B. 2—53 in. x 5¥ in. x 33 in. 2 6 each net. 
P.B. 3—7} in. x 7} in. x 3¢ in. ct aan 
P.B. 32—7} in. x 7} in. x 3§ in. 3 10 ~ 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up we 
P.B. 2 6 is 
P.B. é 0 pai 
P.B. 6 0 ee 

TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 


HARDWOODS. 


Home GROWN TimBeER Prices.—See Statutory Rules 

and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 

ImMporTED SoFrwoops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 

and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price Is. 1d. 

ImporRTED Harpwoops Price.—See Statutory Rules 

and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price 1s. 1d. net. 
Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 

Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 











T. and C, P. Circular. 


The Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning, 32, St. James’s-square, S.W.1, have just 
issued to local authorities Circular No. 90, 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, Grant 
regulations under sections 93-96. 


INSIST 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORING 


WHICH IS 
NOW IN 


ABUNDANCE 


THERE IS NO LONGER 
NEED FOR 
EXPENSIVE SUBSTITUTES 


VIGERS BROS. 


BROADWAY CHAMBERS 
LUDGATE BROADWAY 
E.C.4 
CITY 2111/4 

















acturers’ Association, Ltd, 
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NEWS IN BRIEF ~ 


M.B.E. Award. 

Mr. J. H. Rooff, J.P., past-president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, was 
appointed a M.B.E. in the recently published 
Birthday Honours List. 

Building Teachers’ Course. 

The Ministry of Education has arranged 
for a building teachers’ summer course to be 
held from July 14 to 22 next, at the College 
of Aeronautics, Cranfield, near Bletchley, 
Beds. 

Manager Appointed. 

Birkenhead Corporation has selected Mr. 
Harold Lee, manager of Bolton Corporation 
Works Department, to be manager of the 
new Birkenhead Works Department which 
will maintain the Corporation properties. 
Reconstruction Tours. 

Tours of the Netherlands for the purpose 
of studying reconstruction work carried out 
since the end of the war are being organised 
by the Bouwcentrum, Diergaardesingel, 
Rotterdam, Holland. The first trips, each 
lasting six days, will take place in the second 
and fourth weeks of September next. 


New Building College. 

Liverpool Education Committee has 
decided to form an independent College of 
Building in connection with the department 
of building now associated with the College 
of Technology. 

It is proposed to advertise for a principal 
of the new college at a salary of £1,100 
rising by annual increments of £25 to £1,250. 


Demolition Wages Increases. 
The basic rates for all operatives (other 

than building craftsmen) in the Demolition 

Industry, as from 7: 3, are:— 

Grade A ae 


Within 12 miles radius 
From 12-15 miles radius, 
Liverpool (Mersey and District) . 
L.M.B.A. Cricket Win 

Under the captaincy of Mr. G. P. Parker, 
the L.M.B.A. cricket XI beat the Blue Circle 
Club at Snaresbrook. The Blue Circle team 
batted first and declared at 173 for 9. The 
L.M.B.A. (W. C. Burton, of George Parker 
and Son, Ltd., 79) passed this total with ten 
minutes to spare. For the L.M.B.A., B. J. 
Garrett (J. Garrett and Son) took six wickets 
for 68. This is the 27th time the L.M.B.A. 
has won against the Blue Circle Club. Repre- 
sentatives of the L.M.B.A., including several 
past-presidents, watched the match. 


London District: 


PRR PRP 
a 
a 


TRADE NEWS 


Firm’s 5,000th House. 

The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor 
of Birmingham, Alderman A. Paddon 
Smith, J.P., is to open officially the 5,000th 
non-traditional house built by Messrs. 
Wates, Ltd., London, S.W.6, on Friday, 
July 21, at Elms Estate, The Radleys, Shel- 
don, Birmingham. 

Trade Fair, Chicago. 

The first U.S. International Trade Fair 
is to take place in Chicago from August 7 
to 20 next. Organised after the style of 
Europe’s famous trade fairs, it will occupy 
almost one million square feet of space in 
four huge exhibition halls and will con- 
tain exhibits of some 130 _ industries 
arranged in eight consumer and six indus- 
trial groups. 
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The Scottish Builder 


Architects and ‘the Planning Act 


GTEPS were being taken to collect in- 
formation on the experience of 
architects since the passing of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, Mr. LockHarT W. 
HuTSON, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.L.A.S., stated in his 
presidential address to the annual meeting of 
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland. If architects in Scotland found 
that the imposition of development charges 
was acting as a deterrent to development, 
they would prepare a considered case to put 
before the Secretary of State for Scotland. 

The basic principles of the Act, said Mr. 
Hutson, were sound, just and democratic, but 
in application had been ruined by the ultra- 
smartness of. administrators .whose small 
minds had proved unequal to the task of 
applying the Act’s broad basic principles 
without finding all the niggling little compli- 
cations. He welcomed Mr. Dalton’s recent 
order removing some of the more “ ridicu- 
lous requirements ” of the Act but asked him 
to take a much greater step. 

Mr. Hutson also commented on the serious 
effect on the profession of the rate at which 
trained architectural assistants were being 
absorbed into appointments where they be- 
came mere critics of the work of other archi- 
tects, 

At the meeting Mr. Hutson was re-elected 
president and Mr. Wm. McCrea, Glasgow, 
Mr. T. S. Cordiner, Glasgow, and Mr. T. 
Waller Marwick, Edinburgh, were re-elected 
to the council. 


Danish Architecture 


THE CLEVER USES of brick and tiles in 
Danish buildings were commented upon by 
Mr. LockHarT W. HutTSON, F.R.I.B.A., 
president of the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland when he opened an 
exhibition of Danish architecture in Glas- 
gow. The Danish architect was not only 
skilful in his use of these materials but also 
in designing for shadows, for contrast of 
light and shade, which appeared to make the 
colours still more vivid. 

**Have we a lesson to learn in Scotland 
where our native sandstone has apparently 
become an economic impossibility?” he 
asked. ‘‘ Cannot we, too, even now, develop 
really good brickwork?” 


Scotland’s Housing in May 


THE NUMBER of new permanent houses 
completed in Scotland during May was 2,056. 
Altogether, 107,392 houses (including 32,176 
temporaries) have now been built in Scot- 
land under the post-war housing programme. 
These figures are contained in the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland’s May housing 
return published on June 30. May’s total of 
2,056 new permanent houses includes 1,983 
built by local authorities, 40 by private enter- 
prise, and 33 by Government departments. 
Conversions, adaptations, etc., bring the total 
number of homes provided during the month 
up to 2,066. In England and Wales 14,974 
new permanent houses were completed dur- 
ing May. The total number of permanent 
houses completed in Great Britain under the 
post-war housing programme is now 703,049. 


Planning Disease 
One of the most malignant diseases that 
had fastened on the body politic in this 
country today was planning, declared Mr. 
JOHN CAMERON, D.S.C., K.C., Dean of the 
Faculty of Advocates, when he spoke at a 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from July 3, 1950. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 






Grade Classification A Craftsmen 
Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire ....A 
Se A EN cree odie Hicie A 
Ranh ss, 3.8, ace A Dunoon .......... A 
Berwickshire ...... A Rast Fife ...<cccccs A 
Bridge of Allan....A East Lothian ...... A 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh ........ A 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire iota oA 
Oe PEE EE CEE A Forfarshire . +A 
Dunblane ........ A Glasgow ... 7A 
Dunbartonshire. ...A Grpencck...so.20.09.0¢ A 
Dumffies ........ A Hamilton .....6..A 








The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 
The information given in this table is copyright 


it, 
Painters’ rates: 2/104 Grade A; 2/94 Grade B. (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 


wee 2/103 Labourers.... 2/5 
Inverness ........ A Perthshire ........ 
Inverurie ........ A Peterhead Lt eeeeees 
Kincardineshire ..A Renfrewshire ...... 
Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay ........ 
Lanarkshire A Roxburghshire 

. oa leet aletks St. Andrews ., 
Midlothian ...... A i i 

oa Selkirkshire 

Monifieth ........ A Stewartry 
Moray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire > 237277 

EWPOIt «2.0 eee A Stornoway ........ 
Peeblesshire ...... A pO eee A 
ROEM cacnc doses A West Lothian ...... A 
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—., 





convention dinner of the Royal Incorpora- 
tion of Architects in Edinburgh. 

“T believe, myself, that this country, in 
particular, would be a better and happier 
place if for at least five years there was a 
moratorium on plans, and that we, each and 
all of us, tried for a time to mind our own 
business and did not try to design the lives 
of the whole countryside for ten generations 
ahead.” 

Nobody knew what the planner was plan- 
ning for, and nobody began to see the cost of 
such plans. But they were beginning to 
wake up with a very substantial hangover 
from that orgy of planning. They were be- 
ginning to realise that if plans were to have 
any value they must be related to one’s 
capacity to construct and ‘still more to one’s 
capacity to pay for them. 


The Princes-street Gardens 


THE ‘semi-subterranean road _ through 
Princes-street gardens which is proposed in 
the Advisory Pian for Edinburgh would des- 
troy the peace of the city’s most beautiful 
park, said Mr. LESLIE GRAHAME-THOMSON, 
R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., president of the Edin- 
burgh Architectural Association, in an 
address to the Cockburn Association in 
Edinburgh. 

The advisory plan was, he thought, a most 
remarkable mixture of good and bad. On 
the one hand it proposed the covering in 
of the railway through Princes-street gar- 
dens—something people had been longing 
for all their lives. On the other hand, it 
suggested this fast traffic line, from which 

















Colour Sprays Ltd. 
64 HEATH STREET 
HAMPSTEAD N.W.3 
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‘the old walls will be pinned. Apart from 


would belch incessantly the fumes of petrol 
and diesel oil; and the accompanying noises 
of traffic would be.accentuated by the con- 
crete. tunnel through which it passed. He 
thought there would be very little peace in 
the gardens and that to construct such a traf- 
fic route would be a retrogade step. 

Referring to the alternative outlined in 
the plan of a ring road via the Grassmarket 
and the West Port which, it was stated, 
would be expensive and interfere with pro- 
perty, Mr. Grahame-Thomson said : “ Why 
taking down a few old tenement buildings 
should be more expensive than boring under 
Princes-street, I cannot tell you.” 


Reconstruction of Fisher’s-close 


Pans for the reconstruction of the Edin- 
burgh tenement known as _ Fisher’s-close, 
Lawnmarket, which is to become the home 
of the Scottish Central Library, are ‘now 
almost complete. It is hoped thiat the 
building will ‘be ready for occupation in 
about 18 months. 

The tenement, which is about 250 years 
old, is scheduled for preservation as one of 
the historic buildings of the Royal Mile of 
Edinburgh, and the necessary work of 
securing the external fabric has already been 
carried out by the Ministry of Works on 
behalf of the City Corporation, which now 
owns the property and is willing to make it 
available for the purposes of the Scottish 
Central Library. Internally it is in a ruinous 
state and complete reconstruction will be 
required before it can be used. The inter 
nal reconstruction is to take the form of 
the erection, inside the existing shell, of a 
new structure in-steel and concrete, to which 


surface work and the removal of derelict 
shop fronts at street level, the old facade is 
to be left unaltered. Behind it a new build 
ing comprising a ground floor and five upper 
storeys should be able to meet the needs of 
the library for many years to come, 


Industrial Estates 


Work is to commence immediately on the 
construction of the first industrial estate a 
East Kilbride, for which land has been 
reserved at Nerston. This was annou 
by Sir Patrick DoLLAaN, chairman of th 
Development Corporation, following a i 
cent meeting of members of the corporation 
at Torrance House, East Kilbride. At th 
meeting a letter was read from Mr. Hectot 
McNeil, Secretary of State for Scotland 
stating that Mr. Harold Wilson, President 
the Board of Trade, and he had concluded 
negotiations with the Treasury to provi 
the finance for the laying out of the esialt 
this year. Mr. McNeil pointed out in t 
letter that Scottish Industrial Estates, 
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had been authorised to invite tenders for the 
work, which would be carried out in col- 
Jaboration with Development Corporation. 

Sir Patrick also announced that three sites 
had been reserved in East Kilbride for indus- 
trial estates in addition to 60 acres leased to 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 


New National Library 


WorK on the new National Library build- 
ing in George IV bridge, Edinburgh, which 
was held up because of the war, has recom- 
menced. Contractors have made a start on 
“umbrella ” floors above a part of the build- 
ing which has already been shelved for the 
housing of books. These floors, of con- 
crete, will give protection to rooms, while 
more steelwork is going on above. A Min- 
istry of Works official stated that the work 
will now go on continuously in a series of 
contracts until the building is finished. It 
is expected to be completed by 1954. When 
completed there will be two floors above 
the street level and seven down below to the 
Cowgate. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dundee.—Plans are to be prepared for the new 
Scottish Industrial Estates, 3, Woodside-cres., 
Glasgow, W.C.3, factory, to be erected at Bucking- 
ham-rd., for a firm of engineers in Brighton, Sussex, 
and for which the architects are Carver. Symon 
and Ross (FF.), The Tay-sq., Dundee, Forfarshire. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted to Oxo, 
Thames House, Queen-st.-pl., London, for erection 
of office premises and warehouse at Bankhead 
Broadway, Sighthill, at £15,500. Plans by R. J 
Walker and Smith, 180, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
Warrant granted io Aberdeen Hotel Co., Ltd., 8, 
Kinnoull-st., Perth, for alterations to Royal Hotel, 
iaee-si Edinburgh, at £5,000. Plans by Tar- 
bolton and Ochterlony, 4, St. Colme-st., Edinburgh. 
The Odeon Film Corporation have acquired a site 
in Leith-st., for erection of cinema. A lay-out plan 
has been before the Planning Committee of Edin- 
burgh Town Council and it is understood that it 
conforms to the corporation development scheme 
for the area. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new hospital 
poe to be erected at Bearsden-rd., and for 

ich the architects are Gillespie, Kidd "and Coia 
(h),, Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., Glasgow, 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new hostel 
and complete offices to be erected for the Officers’ 
Association, Fitzroy-pl., at pene ee and 
for which the architect is William A , Gladstone, 
107, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for tine new Rose- 
dale nursery schoo] at £23,500 and for which the 
architect. is Mr. John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—The Church of Scotland, 135, George- 
st., Edinburgh, have plans in hand for a new parish 
church to be erected at Neckbiigs-rd. and Temple- 
land-cres., on the Pollock estate. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of James C. 
Miller, 191, Ingram-st., Gisseen. for 12 houses to 
be erected at Carn Walk site. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new fac- 
tory at East Kilbride, by Messrs. W. and J. 
Naismith, Ltd., 50, Main-st., East Kilbride. 


Corrosion of Water Supply Pipes. 

In recent years evidence has accumulated 
of the rapid external corrosion of cast iron 
and spun iron pipes used for water supply, 
especially those laid in clay subsoils contain- 
ing sulphates. In view of the large number 
of bursts and premature replacement of 
mains which had resulted, the Minister of 
Health set up a Departmental Committee in 
December, 1948, to investigate the matter. 
This Committee has now issued an Interim 
Report which was published on June 26. It 
covers the scientific and technical aspects of 
corrosion, deals with the extent of the prob- 
lem and its actual implications, and suggests 
Measures for protecting pipes in areas where 
the soil formation is known to be corrosive. 

The Report is entitled “ Interim Report of 
the Departmental Committee on the Deter- 
ioration of Cast Iron and Spun Iron Pipes ” 
and copies can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office or through any —— 
Price 3s. 6d. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 
JULY 10. 
+*Staffs ©C.C.—Residential nursery, ‘‘ Rother- 
wood,” Rowley Park, Stafford. C. M. Coombs, F., 
County A., Stafford. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 
August 10. 
JULY 11. 


tNorton U.D.C.—Erection of (a) 26 3-bedroom 
type houses, and (b) 14 2-bedroom type houses at 
Model Farm estate. F. Vaux, F.R.I.B.A., 31, Quay- 


rd., Bridlington. Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 12, 
*tBeds. E.C.—Additional classrooms, Biggleswade 
(Controlled) V.P. School. County Architect, 
Bedford. 


t+*Somerset C.C.—New farm buildings, Rodway 


Cannington, near Bridgwater. R. O. Harris (F.), 
County A., Park-st., Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 14, 


t*Coventry City.—22 houses, Templar-ave. estate. 
Donald Gibson, City A. and Planning Officer, 1a, 
Warwick-row. Dep. £2 2s 

*Eton R.D.C.—Houses and flats comprising 106 
ag A of accommodation on Hedgerley housing site. 

Bridger, C. 

Teteiag Romney B.C.—Six houses, Churchlands 
estate. D. E. Collins, T.C. Dep. £2 

a T.C.—100 houses, Eastmoor estate. 

ity E. 

JULY 15. 

Derwent (Yorks) R.D.C.—Erection of 10 houses 
at Hemingbrough, East Yorks. E. Vyvyan Hunter, 
9, Minster-yard, York. Dep. £2 2s. 

Erpingham R.D.C.—Erection of 10 dwellings in 
various parishes. G, L. Evatt, architect, Se pe 
Offices, St. Peter’s-rd., Sheringham. Dep. £2 

*Malvern U.D.C.—Public conveniences, Rose nal 
The Grange; and West Malvern. C. C. Judson, 8. 
& Water E. 

Norton ‘Radstock U.D.C.—Erection of 45 per- 
manent houses at ) + om Radstock. W. J. Land- 
ray, clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 

; "Wrexham T.C.—32 Sots. Little Acton. 

, Chester-st. Dep. £2 


B.E. & 


JULY 17. 
t*Beeston and Stapleford U.D.C.—Shopping 
centre, Ingham Nook housing site, Chilwell. C. H. 
Wragg, C. Dep. £5 5s. 
*Ploughley R.D.C.—Ten houses, Upper Heyford. 
F. E. Openshaw, A., 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. 
£2. 
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All work guaranteed. 
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Stone (Staffs) U.D.C.—Erection of six houses at 


Eccleshall-rd. Hollins, Jones and Oldacre, archi- 
tects, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*York T.C.—20 flats, corner of Paragon-st. and 


Fishergate, as one of the interesting exhibits on 
Festival of Britain, 1951, Chas. J. Minter, City 
-& p. £2. 
JULY 19, 


_ t*Birmingham T.C.—24 houses and 24 flats, Hilly- 
fields estate, Harborne. Herbert J. Manzoni, City 
E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 


*Caernarvonshire C.C, — Police headquarters, 
Caernarvon. County A., Caernarvon. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 20. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 128 houses on 
section ““F” of Montagu estate. City A., 18, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 

JULY 21, 

*tBirmingham City.—Civic restaurant, High-st., 
Deritend. Secretary, Restaurants Dept., Council 
House. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by August 14. 

*Maidenhead T.C.—42 dwellings, Curls-la. estate. 
C T. Read, B.E. & S., 14, Cranfurd-rise. Dep. £2 2s. 

Otley U.D.C.—Erection of 20 houses and con- 
struction of road and drainage works on May Lea 
estate. Surveyor, Council Offices, North-parade, 
Otley. Two contracts. Dep. £1 1s. each contract. 

JULY 24. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—16 houses, 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—18 houses, Brook-rd. and East 
Howe-la., Leybourne estate. Boro’ A. 

*Burnley —Adaptations at “ 
Coal Clough-la. B.E. & S., 22-24 Nicholas-st. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyme C.C.—Alterations and adapta- 
tions to Tower View (Benwell Village) A.R.P. 
cleansing station to form cleansing depot. City 
A., 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

St. Helens T.C.—Erection of 10 houses on the site 
in the proposed road off Stafford-rd. Toll Bar. 
Ward, Boro’ & W.E., Town Hall, St. Helens. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Street U.D.C.—Erection of eight houses at_Port- 
way. N. A. Darby, architect, a Bank- 
chbrs., Fore-st., Taunton. Dep. £ 

*Warrington *C.B.—Alterations hy “adaptations, 

“Chestnuts,” Higher-la., Lymm. Hughes, 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 26. 

*Deptford T.C.—Reinstatement of town hall clock 

turret. B.E. & S. 


Kinson estate. 


JULY 28. 

*ilford T.C, Alteration and adaptation of 10 
existing hutments to form an extension to Beal 
school. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wokingham T.C.—36 houses, Finchampstead-rd. 
E. G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., Reading. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JULY 29, 
*Merioneth E.C.—Conversion of R.A.F. sick quar- 


ters, Llanbedr, into temporary secondary sch 
N. L. Jones, L., County A., Dolgeliy. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 31. 


East Lothian Hospitals Group.—R.c. work in con- 
nection with the. construction of an operating 
theatre unit and ancillary ward accommodation at 


Roodlands Hospital, ‘Haddington. Blythe & 
Blythe, MM.Inst.C.E., consultant engineers, 1%, 
George-st., Edinburgh, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Sedbergh R.D.C.—46 indies. M. G. Shaw, L., 
45, Highgate, Kendal. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 1, 
+*Chester T.C.—Infants’ school, Blacon. C 
Greenwood (L.), City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 11. 
*Halifax C.B.~Erection of County secondary 
modern school. J. H. Whitley, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 15. 
+*Essex C.C.—Decorations at Suttons secondary 
hoys’ and girls’ school and schoolkeeper’s house, 
Hornchurch. County A., Chelmsford. 
JULY 19. 


*Dunstable Boro’.—Exterior painting and_ repair 


of 100 houses, Beecroft estate. Housing Estates 
Manager. Dep. £1 1s. 
JULY 28. 
*Barnes T.C.—Internal decorations to 38 houses. 
W. R. Shepherd, B.E. & S. 
JULY 31. 
*St. Marylebone B.C.—Redecorations, repainting 
and repairs of requisitioned properties. A. Es 
Downey, B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 10. 


+North Cotswold R.D.C.—Additions and modifica 
tions to Moreton-in-Marsh sewage pumping stn-and 








46 


sewage disposal works. W. Herbert Bateman & 
Partners, consultant engineers, Chesterfield House, 
Batheaston, Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 19. 
Leeds T.C.—Construction, completion and main- 
tenance of 33 miles of céncrete-lined cast-iron 
mains. Kenneth 


L. Forster, M.I.C.E., engineer, 
Waterworks Dept., Civic Hall, Leeds, 1. Dep. £22s. 
JULY 20. 


Wolverhampton cC.B.—Construction of carriage- 
way, together with concrete pipe foul and surface 
water sewers, at Rough Hills estate. oro’ E., 
Town Hall, Wolverhampton. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 29, 

*Wycombe R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works, Boundary-rd. housing site, Wooburn. J. M. 
Smith, F., architect and surveyor, 100, Easton-st., 
High Wycombe. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 31. 

Bradford-on-Avon U.D.C.—Construction of mass 
concrete reservoir 300,000 gallons capacity in 
Winsley-rd., Bradford-on-Avon. Ross Hooper & 
Harvey, engineers, 38, Market-pl., Chippenham, 
Wilts. Dep. £5. 

*West Bromwich C.B.—Roads and footpaths on 
Tanhouse housing estate No. 2. H. Schofield, B.E. 
& 8. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 1. 

Liskeard R.D.C.—Laying of trunk water main 
from St. Cleer to Polruan, Cornwall. G. H. Ivory 
& Partners, consultant engineers, 24, Athenceum-st., 
Plymouth, Devon. Dep. £5 5s. 

EARLY SEPTEMBER. 

Huddersfield C.B.—Construction of r.c. tanks 
(1,655,000 gallons capacity); road works; recon- 
struction of pumphouse, etc., in connection with 
sewage works extensions at Deighton, Huddersfield. 
Boro’ E., High-st.-bldgs., Huddersfield. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


_ Battersea. — REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS. — Pre- 
liminary plans, prepared by Farquharson & 
MeMorran, FF.R.I.B.A., 14, North Audley-st., W.1, 
for war damage repairs and improvements at Sir 
Walter St. John’s School, have been approved by 
L.C.C. Est. cost, £38,248. 

Bermondsey.—F.ats.—Plans, prepared by _ the 
council’s architects’ department for the erection of 
a block of 24 flats on the Cathay-st. site, have been 
approved by the Housing, T.P. and’ Estates Com- 
mittee. 

Bermondsey.—F Lats aNnD Snops.—L.C.C, Housing 
Comm. ‘have my ET scheme prepared by Mr. 
Frank Scarlett, F.R.I.B.A., 11, Upper Grosvenor-st., 
W.1, for the erection of 57 flats, 4 shops, a laundry 
and 26 perambulator and cycle stores on the 
Jamaica-rd.: site, Bermondsey. 

Chelsea.—F Lats.—Sketch plans to be prepared by 
November next by Armstrong and cManus, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester-sq., W.1, will pro- 
vide for approx. 92 flats forming the remainder of 
the housing development on the West Chelsea (No. 
1) area. 

Chelsea.—Pusiic Houss.—A new “ Riley Arms ” 
public house is to be built on a site in King’s-rd. 
to the west of the existing public house. The archi- 
tects are Armstrong and McManus, FF.R.I.B.A., 
19, Manchester-sq., W.1 

Chelsea.—Snops anpD MAIsoNeTTES.—Armstrong and 
McManus, FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester-sq., W.1, 
are architects for the second stage of the West 
Chelsea (No. 1) area, embracing the King’s-rd. 
frontage. Provision is made for the erection of 21 
shops and 24 maisonettes at est, cost of £139,126. 

Cobham (Surrey).—Repair AND ADAPTION.—Booth 
& Ledeboer, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 14, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, W.C.2, are architects for the repair and 
adaption of Hatchford Park, Cobham, Surrey, for 
residental special school for L.C.C, Ed. Comm. Est. 
cost is £33,720. 

Greenwich.—ScHoo..—Preliminary plans prepared 
by Slater, Moberly, Uren & Pike, FF. & AA.R.I.B.A., 
29, Gower-st, W.C.1, for the erection of the com- 
ge ensive high school for about 2,000 girls at 

idbrooke, Greenwich, have been approved by the 
L.C.C. Ed. Comm. Est. cost is £639,765. 

Hackney.—War Damace Repairs.—L.C.C. Ed. 
Comm. have approved plans prepared by Hobday & 
Maynard. FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Beckenham-grove, Short- 
lands, Bromley, Kent, for war damage repairs and 
improvements at Dalston county sec. school. Est. 
cost is £35,866. 

Lambeth.—Hovusinc ror O.p Propie.—Housing 
comm. have approved sketch plans submitted by 
W. R. Davidge and Partners, F. & A.R.I. te 
Victoria-st., S.W.1, for the development of 38, Stock- 
well Park-rd., by the provision of housing for old 
people. 

Lambeth.—Hovuses anp Fiats.—Howes and Jack- 
man, FF.R.I.B.A., 1, Verulam-bldgs., W.C.1, are 
architects for 6 flats and 5 houses to be erected on 
site No. 19, Portobello extension: for B.C. 

Paddington.—Fiats.—Housing. and T.P. comm, 
have adopted a layout, prepared by council’s archi- 
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‘* THE BUILDER” PRICES 


LEAD DOWN £4 
The Ministry of Supply announced that on June 29 
the price of good soft pig lead was reduced by £4 
from £92 to £88 per ton delivered. 


Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., announce 
that following the decrease to £88 per ton in the 
Government - controlled price of pig lead, as 
announced by the Ministry of Supply, the following 
new basic prices of their lead products became effec- 
tive on June 29 : 2 
Basic price 

per ton 

£ & 


Genuine English dry white lead (in 1 x 8 cwt. 











cask) ae pea peed sen oon. 01690 
Genuine ground English white lead (in 1 x 5 
cwt. cask) ... ae eee ase oe LE Oe 
Genuine refined English red lead (in 1 x 5 
cwt. cask) ... ae ie “5 nase, Le 
Genuine English powdered litharge (in 
1x5cwt.cask) ... mi ‘a rs ere 
Genuine refined English red lead ground in 
oil (in 1 x 5 cwt.‘cask) _... ae soo See 
English sheet lead (2-ton lots) 105 10 
English lead pipe (2-ton lots) 106 15 
English lead shot (1-ton lots) 116 5 
tects’ department, for the erection of 12 flats on 
the Tavistock-rd. housing scheme, 
Poplar.—ScHoo,.—L.C.C. special Ed. sub-comm. 


have approved plans by Farquharson & McMorran, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 14, North Audiley-st., W.1, for the 
erection of a school for 180 children on the site of 
Bow-rd. open-air school, Poplar. Est. cost is 
£67,697. 

Stoke Newington. — Conversion. — L.C.C. have 
granted permission to Mr. C. M. Oldrid Scott, 
F.R.I.B.A., 19, Queen Anne’s-gate, 8.W.1, to convert 
St. Mary’s Rectory, Stoke Newington Church-st., 
for the accommodation of two families. 

(PROVINCIAL) 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. propose further 72 
houses and flats to complete Crowhill estate; also 
15 shops. 

Atherton.—Baptist Authorities propose . new 
church, Hag Fold estate——U.D.C. to prepare plans 
for block of flats. 

Batley.—T.C. approved final plans for 72 houses, 
Staincliffe estate. 

Birmingham.—T.C. propose new washing baths, 
Heath-st., Winson_ Green and Woodiands-rd., 
Handsworth. City E., H. J. Manzoni. 

Bootle.—T.C. seek loan of £377,391 for 341 houses 
on 28-acre site, Ford Stn. 

Bury.—E.C. propose new biology laboratory, Bury 
High School. Plans by Boro’ E., J. Chadwick. 

Bury.—British Railways plan early commence- 
ment of new station at Bolton-st. 











10th EDITION REVISED 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


for Every Class of Building Work 
By J. T. REA 


This well-known standard work is 
now reprinted with an important new 
series of comparative tables giving full 
details of: 


(x) Increases in cost of Building Materials for 
years 1937, 1939, 1944, 1945 and 1946. 
Increases in Labour Rates and percentage 
increases for the above five years 
together with the Wages Increase and | 
Bonus incentive introduced in Oct., 1947. 
Average relative proportion of each trade 
to a complete building operation with 
ratios of Labour to Material in each Trade 
and approximate percentage increases for 
the respective years, 1937-1946. 

(4) Percentage Cost of Building Work as 


(2) 


GB 


LL 


at 1914 compared with the years 
1920-1946. 
(s) Notes on the Acts and Regulations 


affecting the Control of Civil Building, 
War Damage Claims, etc. 


730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 
Cloth gilt. Price 18/- net 
(by post, 18/9). 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 
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Cheshire.—C.C. approved plans for adaptation an@ 


extensions at Heswall House, Tower-rd., North 
Heswall. County A., F. M. Parkes. 
Chesterfield.—T.C. to negotiate with W. Drabble 


& Sons, Eckington, and H. Frearson, Chesterfield, 
for 52 and 12 houses at Newbold estate. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. propose war memorial at rear 
of Town Hall at £5,000. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose junior and _ infants’ 
school at Ripley in 1951 programme. County A, 
F. H. Crossley. 

Ellesmere Port.—J. Hanson & Sons, Ltd., propose 
new milk distributing centre between Shrewsbury. 
rd. and Exeter-rd. 

Halesowen.—Worcs C.C. propose prim. school at 
Fatherless Barn estate (1951). 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—South Shields Trustees Bank 
seeking more central and bigger site at Hebburm 
for bank premises.—Jarrow_ and Hebburn Co-op, 
Society, Ltd., Atbert-rd., Jarrow, to carry out 
alterations to butcher’s shop in Argyle-st. and 
branch store in Howe-st. Plans by C.W.S. Archi. 
tects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd.. Newcastle-on. 
Tyne. Building licences have not yet been obtained, 
—Question of shopping centres on Campbel! Park 
and Hartleyburn estates to be considered by U.D.O, 
Council’s architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields. Surveyor, R. C. Bestow. 

Huddersfield.—T.C. propose maternity and child 
welfare centre, South-parade. Plans by Boro’ A, 
G. M. Richmond. 

Hyde.—Plans submitted to B.C. as follows: Ex. 
tensions at Meadow-st. for Redferns Rubber Works, 
—Extensions to White Room at Newton Bank Print 
works for Calico Printers Association, Ltd., Oxford. 
rd., Manchester.—B.C. approved layout for Com. 
mercial Brow estate. Plans by Surveyor. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Pians approved for extending 
factory on Bede Trading estate for Morganite 
Resistors, Ltd. (architects, Spence & Price, St, 
Mary’s-pl., | Newcastle-on-Tyne).—Lamb’s Potato 
Crisps, Ltd., Frederick-st., Sunderland, seeking site 
in Jarrow for larger factory. 

Leeds.—T.C. granted lease of 99, North-st. to H, 
Simmons & Co., Sheepscar House, North-st., 
Leeds 7, for rebuilding purposes. 

Leeds.—Reg. Hospital Board propose 2 blocks for 
mental defectives at Winestead Colony. 

Leigh.—T.C. approved plans for: Conversion of 
kitchen and dining-rooms into classrooms at Leigh 
Girls’ Grammar School.—Community centre at 
Rothay-st. for Bedford old-age pensioners. 

Lianfairfechan.—Governors of St. Winifreds 
School fo: Girls propose new science block. 

Loftus.—U.D.C. received M.H. sanction to build 
46 houses, Liverton Mines. 

Macclesfield.—R.D.C. propose 11 houses, Sutton, 
and 10 bungalows, Paynton. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Board received 
M.o.H. approval for X-ray and dark room at Chest 
nuts Sanitorium for Preston and Chorley Hospital 
Management Com.—Improvements to sanitary and 
padded-room accommodation at Atherleigh Hospi- 
tal for Wigan and Leigh Hospital Management 
Com.—Additional accommodation for medical 
officers at Crumpsall Hospital. 

Approved plans for: Records office, covered way 
and new sanitary accommodation, Ancoats Hosp 
tal.—Alterations to ward for additional maternity 
accommodation, Altrincham Maternity Hospital. 


Matlock.—Convent High School propose extensions 


to premises. 

Middlesbrough.—Lionweld Steel Flooring Co. 
Ltd., Marsh-rd., Middlesbrough, to build garage 
and workshop between Bulmer-st. and Gauntlet-st.— 
Plans approved for 8 houses at St. Mary’s-waik for 
Dean Brothers, builders, .Longlands-rd., Middles 
brough; 14 houses, Lunedale-ave., for Norman 
Thompson, Ltd., builders, Stonehouse-st., Middles 
brough.—Tender documents to be prepared for 3 
public conveniences for T.C.—Plans in hand by 
Boro’ E. for 8 shops on Thorntree estate. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A., 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, has prepared plans for 18 
houses on Montagu estate. No contracts let. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M. of E. approved in principle 
acquisition of sites by E.C. for nursery unit oD 
Benton Hall estate and site in Ennerdale-rd. for 
sec. school—Scheme being prepared for paint 
spraying shop in Benfield-rd. for Northern Coach 
builders, Ltd. (architects, S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, 
2, Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle).—Tenders 
have been received but contracts are still undecided 
for warehouse and offices in Blandford-st. - for 
London Electric Wiring Co., Ltd. (architect, R. G. 
Kirkby, Saville-row, Newcastle). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Plans have been approved 
for alterations, etc., to premises of J. Taylor, Dut- 
ford & Co., Barrack-rd. Architects, Cackett, Burns 
Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 

Nottingham.—T.C. seek joan of £11,673 for 8 
police houses on various sites. 

Notts.—E.C. propose additional science labora 
tory, Mundella Grammar School, and new 6¢. 
school, .Padstow-rd., Bestwood. 

Oldham.—B.C. propose occupation centre at Card 
well-st. at £23,500.—Approeved plans for: Extensions 
to works, etc., at West End Ironworks for Joseph 
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Toole, Ltd.—Conversion of Vale House, Greaves-st., 
for Welfare Com.—Warehouse, Painter- st., for 
Cheetham & Co., Ltd. —B.C. fo invite tenders for 
adaptation of ‘ ‘ Firbank ” as reception home.—B.C. 
to prepare plans for adaptation of ‘‘ Napier House.” 

Peterlee.—Deveiopment Coiporation to proceed 
with erection of 850 houses at new town of Peterlee, 
Co. Durham. 

Rochdale.—Hospital Management Com. preparing 
plans for casualty department at Infirmary. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for: Rebuilding 
and extension of shop, 21, High-st., for Montague 
Burton, Ltd.—Machine shop, Forge-la., for Rother- 
ham Forge & Rolling Mills Co., Ltd. 

Salford.—T.C. received approval to adapt ‘‘ Kersal 
House,” Kersal, and ‘ Fernwood,” Park-rd., 
Pendleton, as hostels for aged at £18,000. 

Saltburn.—U.D.C.’s_ three years’ housing pro- 
gramme includes 88 bungalows or maisonettes and 
252 houses. 


Sheffield.—P.C. Council of St. Marks approved 
plans for new church. Architect, G. G. Pace, York. 
Sunderland.—T.C. asked M.H, to confirm com- 


affecting 


pulsory pure hase order 151 acres at 
Farrington Hall on which it is pres to build 
about 1,400 houses. Boro’ A., H. C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., ele ll 

Todmorden.—B.C. propose flats and _ houses, 
Stansfield Mill site. 

Wallisend.—County prim. infants’ school to be 


built. Plans by County A., W. W. Tasker, County 
Hall, Newcastle. 

Wirral.—Threlfalls Brewery Co., 
residential hotel at Hooton Grange. 
Wolverhampton.—B.C. approved plans for: Test 
toom, offices at Old Heath-rd. for Mander Bros., 
Ltd. —Extensions, Wobaston-rd., for Marston Excel- 
sior, Ltd.—Warehouse at Lower Stafford-st. for 
Wolverhampton Co-op. Society, Ltd., Lichfield-st.— 
Workshop at Park-la. for B.C. Coupler & 
Engineering Co., Ltd. —Extensions rs machine shop, 
Stafford-rd., for Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co., Ltd., 
Bushbury. Rolling mills for Wolverhampton Iron 
& Steel Co., Lid., “Horseley Fields. 


TENDERS 


accepted. 
provisionally accepted. 
recommended for acceptance. 


Ltd., propose 


* Denotes 
+ Denotes 
t Denotes 


§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
§ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Boldon.—Erection of 14 old people’s houses in 
Wilton-gdns., Boldon Colliery, for U.D.C. N. 
Hindmarsh, Surveyor: *Cowell & Rawlings, Ltd., 
Newcastle-rd., Sunderland, £9,853. 
Bolton.—Erection of 120 houses at Padbury-way 
on Top-o’-th’-Brow estate for T.C. Thomas P. Rae, 
L.R.LB.A., Housing Director, Town Hall, Bolton: 
*Direct Labour, £140;750. 

British Railways.—Construction of branch rail- 
way, about seven miles long, from near Hucknall 


(Notts) to Calverton, near Nottingham. LEarth- 
works, bridges, culverts and general works: 
*Fletcher & Co. (Contractors), Ltd, Mansfield. 


Steel work for three bridges: 
Itd., Butterley, nr. Derby. Fencing: *J. 
Corrie & Co., Lid., Victoria-st., London, “§.W.1. 
Canterbury.—Alterations to Marlowe Theatre, St. 
Margaret’s-st., for T.C. L. Hugh Wilson, City 
Architect: *Operative Builders and Decorators, 
Ltd., Park-la., Birchington, Kent, £17,944. 
Carlisle—Stage 2 (main building from ground 
floor level upwards) of new Technical College, for 
T.C. Buckland & Haywood, FF.R.I.B.A., Birming- 
ham: *John Laing & Sons, ‘ltd. Carlisle, £213,700. 
Carnforth.—10 houses at_Kellett-rd., Highfield 
— for U.D.C.: *J. H. Dilworth, 11, a 
» Hesketh Bank, nr. Lancaster, £12,150 

secre houses at Eastern Section of 
Newbold House estate, for T.C.: *W. Revill & 
Sons, Ltd., 155, Boythorpe-rd., Chesterfield, £99,725. 
Glasgow.—37 houses at Drumover-dr.; 28 at Mar- 
shall-ave. and Freeland-cres.; and also 20 houses at 
Lintborough. rd., for the corporation. Archibald J. 
Jury (F.), Council Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, 
The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C. *Direct Labour Dept. 
Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of 52 houses and 10 
old people’s houses on the Hartleyburn site, for 
D.C. Architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields: *William Leech (Builders), Ltd., 2, 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £70,487 

Heston and Isleworth.—Erection of (i) 94 houses 
and flats, and (ii) 36 flats on Section B of the 
Hounslow West housing estate for B.C. *Public 
(yaad onstruction Co., Ltd., (i) £121,900, and 

75) 


Huddersfield. ee 1_ of Rawthorpe Secondary 
hool, for E.C.; *A, Brett (Contractors), Ltd., 
Teston, 

Liverpool —Works for City Council.—Six houses 
at Wellington-av.: *W. A. McDonald & Co., Ltd., 
157, Breckfield-rd. " North, Liverpool 5, £8,277; five 
houses at New-rd., Tuebrook: *J. Ruddock, 382, 
Scotland-rd., Liverpool 5, £6,897; four houses at 


*The Butterley . 


Gaerwen-st.: *J. Hug hes aq Liverpool), Ltd., 24, 
reck-rd., Liverpool 4, #05 903 : six houses at Farn- 
Worth-st.: *Woodend Building Co., Ltd, 232, Rice- 
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la., Liverpool 9, 
approval). 
L.c.C.—War damage and maintenance repairs at 


£8,307 (all subject to M.H. 


Aske’s (Hatcham) boys’ school, Deptford :— 
Stone & Co. (London), Ltd., Croydon . £14,875 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich . 14,148 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 13,212 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 12,964 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Lewisham ... o- 32,596 
Norman, Wright (Builders), Ltd., 
Lewisham . oa «.. 12,484 
Greenaway & ‘Son, ‘Ltd., ‘Camberwell 12,290 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont 12,195 
Fredk. Smith & Co. (Builders), ate 
Lewisham ... aad , 44 -- 12,101 
Hill & Gurr, Bromley .. «« Lhee 
*Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham |) 11/25 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £11,852. 
Adaptation and repair of Wenlock-rd. school, 
Shoreditch :— 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ... ink bie w- £14,273 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 14,064 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford . 13,500 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd.,. Westminster 13,247 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 13,120 
George Keetch & Sons, Ltd., Hackney 12,980 
Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 12,916 
The Demolition & Construction Co., 
Westminster in Pay: ue ... 12,865 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., West Ham . 12,341 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2. 11,767 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 11,586 
Thomas Tierney & Co., Ltd., ee 11,371 
*Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking 10,346 


Architect’s comparable es timate is “210, 545. 


War damage and 
Wolverley-st. school, 
Organ & Co. (Barking), Ltd., Barking 
WwW Jerran, Ltd., East Ham 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., Leyton ... 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., 
Yeomans & Partners, Ltd., Si. 
Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd. . Marylebone 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 
J. & R. Rooff, Ltd., East Ham 
Thos. Tierney & Co., Ltd., Poplar ... 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking : 
iw Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford - 
& J. Dean, Ltd., Leytonstone a . 
a Jenner, Ilford... 
Architect’s comparable estimate is “£10,500. 
London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended June 24. Building 
work: Jones (Builders), Ltd., Slough, Bucks; A. 
Richmond & Sons, Retford, Notts; Hadsphaltic 
Construction Co., Ltd., Pembroke Dock; R. G. 
Carter, Ltd., Drayton, ‘Norwich ; G. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton; John Dyer & Son, 
Sir A. McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., 


Weston- -Super-Mare ; 
Wolverhampton. Surface —' mek, The ‘Anglo- 


maintenance 


2 repairs at 
Bethnal Green.:— 


. £14,978 


sea iaiies 
Marylebone 


American Asphalt Co., Ltd., , Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2; Wm. Briggs & ray "Ltd., Dundee; The 
Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Tot- 


hill-st., London, S.W.1. Heating and hot water 
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services: Ashwell & Nesbit, Ltd., Leicester, Main- 


tenance work: Harry Dougill, Mablethorp. 
GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended June 24 :— 


London: Dollis Hill Research Station, Erection of 
new workshops and offices, John Mowlem & Co., 
Ltd., $1, Ebury Bridge-rd., London, 8.W.1. Lanca- 
shire: P.O., W aterloo- rd., South Shore, Blackpool, 
Alterations and exiensions to P.O. and 8.0., Fleet- 
wood Construction Co., Ltd., 141, Poulton-rd., Fleet- 
wood. Middlesex : 338-359, "Manor Farm, Alperton, 
—— ons for printing and lithographic depart- 
ments, George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cranleigh Wharf, 
Lady Margaret-rd., Southall. 

Midlothian ; National Library for Scotland, Edin- 
burgh, Erection of new barrack block, William 
Arnott ones & Co., Russell-st., Edinburgh. 
Oxfordshire: Nat. B. Hostel, Nettlebed, Conversion 
= nissen huts ‘for married quarters, Collier & Catley, 

Mary’s Butts, Reading. Renfrewshire: Ministry 


of Food, 13-23, Causeyside-st., Paisley, Adaptations 
to form’ office accommodation, W. Gibson & Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., St. James-st., Paisley, Stirlingshire: 


Ministry of Supply, Inchterf Gun Proof Range, Erec- 
tion of new barrack block, M. Simpson & Co.. Ltd., 
62, Vicarfield-st., Glasgow. Yorkshire: N. A.B., ai, 
Upper Accommodation- “rd., Leeds, aa to pre- 
mises, Paul Rhodes, Lid., Cardigan-la a., Leeds 2; 
Mooritown Telephone Scaliane rection: Higgs & 
Hill, Ltd., 335, St. Pauls’-st., Leeds 1. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended June 24:— 
Hampshire: Building work, Reema Construction, 
td., Salisbury, Breconshire : Road work, Bitumin- 
ous Surfacing, Ltd., Manchester. Yorkshire: Paint- 
ing and decorating work, Oates Bros., Shipley. 
Notts: Miscellaneous work. E. Sherriff ( Regratiy}. 
Ltd., Rearsby. Wiltshire: Miscellaneous wor 
Parsons & Sons, Lid., Westbury. Hampshire: 
Electrical installation, Dicks, Ltd.. Winchester. 
Essex; Miscellaneous work, Barvis Partners, Ltd., 
Brentwood. 
Macclesfield.—Four houses at Roewood-la. site, 
for R.D.C.: *Mr. R. Maddick, Hurdsfield, £5,078. 
Manchester._Works for Regional Hospital 
Board.—Extensions to laundry at Withington 
Hospital: *Moston Brick & Building Co., Itd., 
Collyhurst, Manchester, £9,058; alterations and 
adaptations at Townleys Hospital Annexe: 
*Andertons, Ltd., Wharf-rd., Bolton, £5,382; new 
offices at Cheetwood-rd., for Hospital Board: *A. 
Cassell & Sons, 1-3, Teneriffe- st., Salford. 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of seven houses in 
Orwell-st. and five in Mills-st., for T.C.: *Premier 
Dwellings, Ltd., Cargo Fleet-la., Middlesbrough. 
Middlesbrough. —Erection of houses on the Holm- 
wood housing site, for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ 
E.: *Middlesbrough and District Building Trades 
Association. 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of 68 houses on the 
Saltersgill site, for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: 
*Whitehead & +. Tavistock-st., Middlesbrough, 


20 houses; *A. & R, Cubitt, East bourne- rd., Middles- 
brough, 26 houses; and *E. ' Sweeting & Son, 
Church-la,, Acklam, Middlesbrough, 22 houses. 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of 12 houses in Park- 
field-av., for T.C.: *Egerton Price, Cowley-rd., 
Acklam, Middlesbrough, £16,320. 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of 62 houses on the 
Saltersgill estate, for T.C. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: 
*S. & E. Lowe (12 houses) ; E. Pearson & Son >: 
*H. Halliman (12); *R. ¢. McInnes (10) ; 
Day (10); and *W. H. Causier (8). tin "tacal 
builders.) 
eg NT, —Erection of eight houses in Hey- 
throp-dr., for T.C.: *E. T. Sweeting & Son, Church- 
la., Acklam, Middiesbrougty 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of steel-framed 
factory in Brinkburn-st., for Walter Dix & Co., 
Ltd., Tower-st., Newcastle: Direct Labour. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Reconstruction of confection- 
ery works for Charles Leach & Co., Barrack-rd., 


Newcastle. Architects, J. R. Wetherell & Lamb, 
“Tweedholme,” Picton-pl.. Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*Thomas Hutchinson & Co., Wansbeck House, 


Elswick-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Erection of a Ministry of 
Labour centre, consisting of basement and six 
storeys, in Prudhoe-st.: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 
Swinton, Manchester; “Palmers, Hebburn, Co., Ltd., 
Hebburn-on-Tyne (steelwork). 

Northallerton.—Seven pairs of houses, for U.D.C. 
Brierley, Syme and eckenby, rr RL. B.A., 13, 
Lendal, York. Quantities by Messrs, Biscombe and 
Ferrey. *Moody Bros., 18, East-rd., Northallerton, 
£21,852. (Subject to M.O.H. approval.) 

Oakham.— Erection of 18 houses and site develop- 
ment on a site off Burley-rd., Oakham, for U.D.C. 
F. J. Lenton & Partners, 16. Broad-st., Stamford. 
Lincs. 

W. G. Herbert, Thorpe End, Melton Mow- 


bray... ase Ma oad ie mn vod 
E. — & Sons, Ltd., Melton Mowbray, 
“Morton, Patten, Lid., Barkby- “rd. “‘Leices- 


on lei h—12 houses : for Uv D. C. Architect, Gerald 
Shenstone, ©. Ee “P.RIBA. F.R.LCS., %, 


23,178 


Bloomsbury-way, W.C.1. Quantities - by E. 

Harris & ey 3, Bedford-sq., W.C.1:— 

Gibbins, Boyd, : senso rd., eicss-4 
Gate, London, E7 oi wa .. £24,188 
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Tagg & Egerton, Ltd., 117a & 119, Victoria- 


rd., Romford ; 
Hosking & Son (Essex), 


“Ltd., Arterial-rd., 
__ Rayleigh ne ae 
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ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—-37 AREAS 
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Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: *‘EFEMBE, Holb, London”’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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Dowling, H., & Sons, 27, High-st., 
Rayleigh ... ve S46 Loe 
Anderson Bros., 206, Eastwood-rd., Rayleig gh 
Wiggins, Cc. 8. & Sons, Hart-rd., Thunders- 
ley aan ane ee --- 16,104 
+Blower Bros., 169, Hii gh-st., Rayleigh 
Rugby.—10 houses at Bourton, for R.D.C.: 
Lovatt, 189, Rugby-rd., Binley, £13,834. 
St. Austell.—Ten houses. Poltair site, for U. D.C. 
H. G. King, E. & : *Facey, Lobb & Roberts, 
Lid., | Valley-rd., I, AM ng Cornwall, £11,375 
(subject to M.H. approval). 
Shardiow.—34 houses at 
over, for R.D.C Architects, T. 
Partners, 23, St. James-st., Derby: 
ping 18, Autumn-gr., Chaddersden, nr. 

5,538. 

"ini scien of Wheaton Astor Hall as 


£17,666 
16,933 


Blagreaves site, Little 

H. Thorpe & 
*Pearman & 

Derby, 


boarding accommodation for Brewood Grammar 
School, for C.C. A. C. H. Stillman, Architect & S. 
Green Hall, Lichfield-rd., Stafford. Quantities by 


F. Grant-Tait: *C. E. Dudley & Son, 4, Powlett- 
st., Wolverhampton, £2,500. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 24 houses at Pennywell, 
for T.C. H. C. Bishop, Boro’ A., Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *Direct Labour, £30,762. 

Sunderland.—Rebuilding fitting shops and work- 


shops for the River Wear Commissioners, St. 
Thomas-st., Sunderland. W. H. S. Tripp, Com- 
missioners’ engineer: *D. & J, Ranken, Ltd., 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland (in lieu of previous 
tender). 


Sutton-in-Ashfield.—Junior and infant school at 
Leamington-dr., for C.C.: *Greenwoods (Mansfield), 
Ltd., £15,996 

Tipton.—32 houses at 
B.C.: *Direct Labour, 
approval). 

Tynemouth.— —Erection of 9% 
coats, for , ero” es. 
Howard-st., North Shields: 
Builders’ Association, £114,953. 

Wolverhampton.—Phase 1 of Stow Heath Primary 
School, for E.C.: *H. J. Amies & Sons, Ltd., Mei- 
bourne-st., £44, 488. 

Wrexham.—53 houses, Little Acton, 
B. *Thomas Warrington & 
Cheshire, £66,837. 


Station Fields site, for 
£38,396 (subject to M.H. 


houses at Culler- 
. M. O’herlihy, 19, 
*Tynemouth Master 


B.C. 
Ltd., 


for 
a. : Sons, 
Bilesmere Port, 


Reinforced Concrete Association. 


The Reinforced Concrete Association, 
York Mansion, 94-98, Petty France, London, 
S.W.1, have recently published the Council’s 
report for 1949, together with a leaflet 
describing the Association’s aims and con- 
stitution, a list of members, and a list of 
the names of members of the Council as now 


constituted. The president is Mr. A. R. 
Neelands, M.I.M.M., of Cementation Co., 
Ltd. 
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Architects and Builders at Golf. 


In a match played between the L.M.B.A, 
Golfing Society and the R.I.B.A. Golfing 
Society at West Hill Golf Club, on June 13, 
the result was a win for the L.M.B.A. with 
a score of 10} matches to 74. In the singles, 
Mr. R. R. Costain (Plus 1) beat Mr. E. H. 
Firmin (5) 2 up. 

The Timber Shortage. 

At a recent meeting of the Bootle (Lancs) 
Chamber of Commerce, Councillor R. J, 
Rogerson said that if present conditions con- 
tinued it would be nothing short of a miracle 
to complete housing contracts or, for that 
matter, to tender for any future housing 
programmes. The timber shortage, said 
Councillor Rogerson, was so _ bad _ that 
mahogany purlins had been used on some 
sites instead of ordinary white wood, and 
consequently costs were increased. 
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